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WEW RECORDS OF PALAEARCTIC MIGRARTS IN GABON
by Patrice Christy

Received 26 May 1989
Revised 20 November 1989

INTRODUCTION

The avifauna of Gabon has praeviously been compiled by Malbrant &
Maclatchy (1949), and updated by Rand et al. {1959) and Brosset & Erard
{1977).

This note summariges observations of hitherto unrecorded Palaearctic
migrants, observed at four localities in Gabon:

{a) Owendo (0°18N, 9°31E), the new port area of Libreville;

(b} ‘The mouth of Mcka (0°39N, 9°28E), a mangrove creek at the edge of
Mondah Bay, north of Libreville;

(c) Cap Lopez, north-wast of Port-Gentil (0°43S, B°44E);

{d} Gamba (2°438, 10°00E).

Obgervers were as follows: PC: Patrice Christy; DPAM: Peter Alexander-
Marrack; DS: Dave Sargeant; GC: Genevi@ve Chamagne; PB: Pierre Bulens;
HB: Hemme Batjes.

RESULTS
1+ Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva

The inclusion of Greater Golden PFlover Pluvialis apricaria on the
list of birds collected in Gabon by du chaillu was considered
doubtful (Malbrant & Maclatchy 1949) until, in 1954, a new specimen
was found in the Gulf of Guinea, at S3b Tom&. fThe bird was then
identified as the weatern Palaearctlc Greater Golden Plover {Frade
1958) but later referred to American Golden Plover P. dominica {Frade
and Vieilra dos Santos 1977). The wintering range of the Greater
Golden Plover in Africa 18 normally restricted to the N African
coast, while the Pacific Golden Plover is known as a regular winter
visitor from the eastern Palaearctic to E Africa and as a vagrant to
gouthern Africa (Urban et al. 1986). Sight records of 'Golden
Plovers' in Nigeria (Elgood 1982) and at least one from Ghana (Grimas
1987) were presumed by those authors to be 'Lesser' Golden Plover.

In Gabon, there are tha following records of Pluvialils fulva:

A female, collected on 10 Nov 1974, and a male, collected on 28 Oct
1978, on the sand beach at Owendo (A. Barbon, pers. comm.}).
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An individual ohgerved from 20 Feb to 13 Mar 1983 on the Owendo
mudflats, assoclating with a group of Curlew Sandpiper cCalidris
ferruginea and Little Stint Calidris minuta, but not coming into
contact with the few Grey Plovers Pluvialig gquatarola algo present
on  the mudflats. The Pacific Golden Plover moved with the
sandpipers, Jjoining their £lights towards the feeding places and
roosting with them on a shingly dry area, in contrast with the Grey
Plovers which normally vested on the fringe of the young mangrove
treea, at the waters edge {PC).

An individual observed at Cap Lopaz, on 18 Apr 1987; the bird
frequented a freshwater permanent pond, located bshind the beach,
with Palaearctic and African waders. A single bird at the same
locality on 17 May 1987 showed faint moult on the belly. Further
sightings of single birds near a plg farm on an old beach ridge
covered by short grass, were mada on 9 Dec 1987 {PC), 3 Jan 1988
(PAM), and from 22 Oct 1988 to 19 Nov 1388 (several cbservers). From
4 Jan to 4 Feb 1989, a flock of five birds was regularly seen in the
same area. Numbers increased to seven birds on 18 Feb, five ware
still present on 14 Mar (BC, GC) and six on 2 Apr 1989 (PAM, DS, PB).
All birds showed the brownish-grey underwing in flight; varying
amounts of golden spots on the upperparts, the diatinct yellowish
supercilium and the round dark patch on the ears. Their size and
slenderness were easily estimated when they joined a few Grey Plovers
on the beach.

A single bird meen in the same area on 26 Dec 1987 and 3 Jan 1988 had
much greyer plumage on upper and underparts, and was relatively
ungpotted on the upparparts: this was probably the Nearctic vagrant
hmerican Golden Plover (Alexander-Marrack in prep.), which has also
been recorded in Sierra Lecne {Field 1974) and Ghana {Macdonald
1978) .

Greater Sand Plover Charadriua leschenaultii

A single Greater Sand Plover was cobserved, on 5 Feb 1988, in a large
concentration of Palaearctic waders and African gulls, at the mouth
of the Moka, a little mangrove craek, where a sandbank several tens
of metres long, never immerged, shelters at high tide Aimportant
populations of hexons, gulls and waders from the Mondah Bay, on the
Gabon northern coast.

Before the high tide covered the area, the bird was feeding on a
nearby mudflat, with Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos and Curlew
Sandpiper, which allowed the lmmedlate comparison of the height and
size of the plover. It was aftervards observed among a large qroup
of Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula and White-fronted Sand-FPlover

Charadriue marginatus resting on the sandbank.
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It matched the description of the adult in winter plumage given by
Hayman et al. (1986): the grey-brown upperparts 4id not show any
darker area; the very white forehead, the large grey-brown patches con
the sides of the breast; the heavy black bill, long and thick at the
extremity, gave the head a very characteristic profile, emphasised hy
the grey line which joins the bill to the eye. The bird stood with
an horizontal posture.

There are very few records from central Africa and the Atlantic
coast: it was only noted as erratic near Lake Chad, on Wigerian
territory (Elgeod 1982); it 1s vagrant in Namibia and the south-
wegtern Cape (Urban et al. 1986} and there 1 one record from Sanegal
{Condamin 1987}.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus

The XKentilsh Plover disperges in winter on the W African coasat,
reaching S Cameroon (Wourl estuary) where it has been collected. The
4°N parallel represented till now the southern Llimit of its
distribution on the Atlantic coast (Germain et al. 1973, Cramp and
Simmons 1982), The easy confusion with certain plumages of White-
fronted Sand-Plover has cast doubt on reports of its presence Ffarther
south, in particular in Gabon and Congo {(Urban et al. 1986},
However, om 2 Apr 1983 I photographed an adult male Xentish Plover at
Owendo, confirming the presence of this species on the Gabonese
coast. The bird stood on the mudflats, with Ringed and White-fronted
Sand-Plovers and Curlew Sandpipers.

Bread-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus

In sub-Saharan Africa, the Broad-billed Sandpiper is known to winter
in small numbers in Renya, Ethiopia, South Africa and Namibia {Urban
et al. 1986). Records in W and central Africa are much less common:
Bouet (1955) pointed out that the British Museum (Natural History}
held a skin from Senegal; a single bird was observed at Malamfatori,
SW of Lake Chad in RNigeria, in August 1968 (Elgood 1282}, followed by
the record of Newby (1979) in September, at Arada, central Chad. It
has also been noted as rare on the lakes of the inundatlion zone of
the Niger River in Mali, in Decembar-Janvary {Lamarche 1980).

I observed a single individual at Owendo from 27 Mar to 3 Apr 1983 on
an artificial mwdflat, regularly frequented as a resting place by
many Palaearctic waders which spread at low tide to the shores of the
extensive mangroves of the estuary., The bird was with a group of
Ringed Flover, Little Stints and Curlew Sandpipers, common visitors
to the Gabon estuary from September to May, and it accompanied them
to the foraging sites.
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5. Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus

The Red-throated Piplt was observed near Owendo on 23 Apr 1984 in a
marshy coastal savanna, where 1t frequented a sandy area sprinkled
with lateritic pebbles, typical habitat of Square-tailed Nightjar
Caprimulgus fossli, Long-legged Pipit Anthus pallidiventris, Zitting
Cistlcola Ciaticola juncidis and Quail-finch Ortygospiza gabonensis
of the Gabonese coastal zone {PC).

The other individuals wers seen feeding at a pond, which was drying
up, at Port-CGentil some 200 m from the beach on 13 and 15 Feb 1988,
along with Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava. One of the birds showed
the holdly streaked breast; the cother one, easy to identify, had the

cheeks and throat washed with a pale pink (PC, PAM). Ancther qroup
of three birds was present on the same site on 2 Apr 1989 (PAM, DS,
PB).

These are the first Gabonese data concerning thisg ralaearctic pipit.
Elsewhere in W Africa the Red-throated Pipit is often limited to
coagtal meadows with short grasses or to the low vegetation of inland
lakes and marshy shores and oceurs as a scarce but regular migrant
from Gambia to Nigeria, where it 18 a common winter visitor in the
north of the country (Gore 1981, Elgood 1982). Only in East Africa
has this species been noted so far south (Curry-Lindahl 1981).

6. Legger Grey Shrike Lanlus minor

The Lesgsexr Grey Shrike has previously been recorded from Cameroon
{Louette 1981) and from Congo in October 1942 (Malbrant & Maclatchy
1949}, An immature bird was photographed near a plg farm in the Cap
Lopez area, where it stayed from 17 Jan to 19 Mar 1988 (PAM, PC, GC).
Other individuals were seen there and further north along the
peninsula on 23 Oct and 1-5 Nov 1988 (PAM, PR); 12 Nov 1988 (PAM,
DS ~ an adult in non-breeding plumage and a separate browner immature
bird); a subadult on 14 Jan 1989 (PAM, HB}. An dmmature bird was
also seen in similar terrain behind the beach at Gamba on 29 Oct 1988
{PAM).

SUMMARY

In Gabon, one gpecies of Palaearctic migrant, the Lesser Grey Shrike
Lanius minor appears to he a rare but,regular visitor. Another, the
Red~throated Pipit Anthus cervinus, vedches its southern limit on the
hAtlantic coast in Gabon. The Kentish Plover Charadriue alexandrinus,
Greater Sand-Plover C. leschenaunltil and Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola
falcinelius are accidental. The Golden Plovers rarely recerded in
central Africa are of the eastern species Pluvialis fulva,
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RESUME

Au Gabon, une espdce de migratewr pal@arctique, Pie~gridche 3 poitrine
rose Lanius minor, se révdle un migrateur réqulier, mais rare. Un autre,
le Piplt & gorge rousse Anthus cervinus trouve au Gabon la limite de sa
distributien sur la cdte atlantigue. Le Pluvier 3 collist interrompu
Charadrius alexandrinus, le  Pluvier de Leschenault, Charadrius
leschenaultii et le Baécagseau falcinelle Limicola falcinellus sont des
visiteurs accidentels. Le pluvier dor& rencontr® comme migrateur rare en
Afrique centrale s'agit du Pluvier fauve du Pacifique Pluvialis fulva.
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