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154 BOOK REVIEWS MALIMBUS 11

THE BIRDPS OF LIBERTA by W. Gatter {1988) Verh. orn. Ges. Bayern 24:
689~723, Off-print DM or US$5.00 in International Answer Coupona from
the author at Buchsstrasse 20, D-7318 Lenningen, West Germany.

Liberia has been much neglected by ornithologists in the past except for
fairly recent work on Mt Nimba. However, Wolf Gatter has been generating
a lot of interest during the past decade and, helpéd by the small band of
ornithologists there, he has produced a preliminary checklist for the
country. Although Liberia lies almost entirely within the lowland
rainforest zone, its avifauna 1is surprisingly rich with 590 specleas.
This list is not annotated, but gives codes for each species to ghow
their status, abundance and distribution. Also glven are codes to
indicate unresolved ¢questions about the ecology and distribution of each
species. A very useful addition to West African ornithology.

H.Q.P. Crick

HAWKS AND OWLS OF THE WORLD; A DISTRIBUTIONAL AND TAXONOMIC LIST by Dean
Amadon and John Bull, with THE GENUS OTUS by Joe T. Marshall and Ben
F. Xing (1988) Proc. western Foundation wvert. Zool., 3(4): 294=-357.
$10.00.

This annotated checklist, co-authoxred by one of the most respected
awthorities on avian taxonomy, is available as a well-produced soft-back.
A coloured frontispiece of the Neotropical Black Hawk Eagle Spizaetus
tyrannus is included together with a coloured plate illustrating endemic
island scaops owls including the S3o Tomé Scops Owl Otus hartlaubi.

In an introduction, the overall systematics and quidelinaes in writing the
list are discussed. Particularly interesting are the comments on genera,
where reasons for departing from previous classifications are glven.
This section could valuably have been much longer but readers who require
more detail are here referred to the relevant literature.

As Elgood (1988 Malimbus 10: 223~225) notes, The Birds of Africa
{Academic Press) stands to become the authority for African nomenclature;
as such I have noted below the points where Amadon et al. depart from
The Birds of Africa. Thig list shouwld genexate discussion but more
importantly may stimulate further research to clarify the status ang
poaltion of contentious genera and species.

The African Swallow-tailed Kite Chelictinia riocourli is renamed the
Scissor-talled Kite to avold the suggestion that this specles is closely
related to the American Swallow-tailed Kite Elancides forficatus.

Gypohierax angolensis whose alternative common names Palmnut Vulture and
Vulturine Fish Eagle reflect the confusion as to its taxoncmic position,
continues to puzzle and is here moved to be placed betwean the vultures
and serpent~eagles, rather than between the fish-eagles and vultures.






