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Short Notes

The Common Gull Larus canus in Senegal

On 10 January 1994 at St-Louis-du-Sénégal, we saw a first-winter Common Gull
Larus canus, a species that we know well from its Eurasian breeding and wintering
grourdls, one of us having particularly studied its biology (Triplet & Etienne 1986,
Triplet 1894). What was probably the same bird was resighted at the same place on
18 January, together with another first-winter individual and one adult of the same
species, They were resting on a ruined pier in the company of three Mediterranean
Gulls L. melanocephalies, at least 14 Audouin's Gulls L. andouinii (including eight
with Spanish rings), and tens of Grey-headed f. eirrocephalus, Black-headed L.
ridibundus and Slender-billed Gulls L, genet, thus allowing useful comparison of size
and mantle colour. Both the adult and one of the immature birds were typical, with
their gently rounded head with a dark iris and thin bill, mantle almost as dark as that
of Grey-headed Gulls, and the tips of the tertiaries forming a very large white
crescent, points which separate the Commen Gull from the rather similar Ring-billed
Gull L. delawarensis (Grant 1986). The second immalture was somewhat larger and
heavier, and showed a thin terliary crescent. It had a dark mantle and a thin bill,
however, and close observalion showed that the apparent lack of white on the
tertiaries was due to very heavy wear, the tips of these feathers being abraded about 1
cm, with the shalts projecting,

The Common Gull was given as a vagrant to Senegambia by Urban et al. (1986),
without detail or reference. This could refer to a single adult abserved on 25
September 1984 in The Gambia, where a first-winter-bird was thereafter seen on 4
January 1986 (Gore 1990) or to the two records of single birds, claimed from Dakar
without date and description (Milon, quoted by Heim de Balzac & Mayaud 1962),
which were not retained by Morel & Morel (1990). Our observations thus appear to
constilute the [irst documented records of Common Gull in Senegal.
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Comportement “rapace” d*un Drongo brillant Dicrurus adsimilis

11 est connu que le Drongo brillant Dicrurus adsimilis peut tenir sa proie (un insecte
le plus souvent) avec une patte, pendant qu'il la décortique et la mange, & la fagon
d’un faucon (Chapin 1954, McLachian & Liversidge 1958). Chapin (1954) cite méme
un Drongo brillant effectuant un court vol avec un gros papillon de nuit dans une
patte. Cependant, le comportement que M. Sakho et moi-méme avons observé prés de
Ziguinchor (Casamance, Sud Sénégal} le 10 juillet 1994 ne semble pas avair été
décrit; il s’agit de la chasse et de la capture en vol, par les pattes, d"un papillon de
nuit d"une envergure d'environ 8 cm.

L'oiseau, & partir du perchoir oii il se tenait, a fondu sur sa proie qui volait. Le
papillon a fait un écart mais s’est retrouvé face au mur d'une maison et le Drongo a
pu facilement le saisir & 'aide de ses pattes {apparemment les deux pattes), Puis
1’oiseau est parti se poser dans un arbre. I a alors pris le papillon dans son bec et est
allé se percher dans un autre arbre ob il a décorliqué et mangé sa proie en s'aidant &
nouveau d'une de ses pattes pour la maintenir.

Habituellement, le Drongo capture ses proies & la fagon d’un gobe-mouches ou
d'un guépier (Clancey 1964), c'est A dire avec son bec. Il semble donc pouveir
utiliser aussi ses pattes, probablement lorsque 1a proie est grosse.
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