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Sharp decline in the population of Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura in
Benin

The Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura is regarded as common throughout much of
its range, and it is certainly so in the countries surrounding Benin. It is a common
resident in Nigeria (Elgood et al 1994) and Ghana {Grimes 1987) and an abundant
resident in Togo (Cheke & Walsh 1996). The species is also present as a resident in
Niger and a breeding resident in Burkina Faso (Dowsett & Forbes Watson 1993). In
eleven years of observation in Benin I have classified it as an abundant resident, with
some movements from south to north during the rainy season (Claffey 1993).

The earliest observations of males in breeding plumage in Benin are from March
(Bouet 1914), with some present up to the end of November or even inte December
(pers. obs). My earliest records for males in breeding plumage are for 22 April 1995,
in the south. The species has been consistently observed in south Benin up to a month
earlier than in the north. In Togo, males in breeding plumage have been noted from
May to October; there is a similar pattern in both Nigeria and Ghana.

Pin-tailed Whydah is an abundant breeding resident in the Borgou Province of
north Benin. Males are noted with groups of 8-10 females, often in flocks of several
males with females. However, an apparent sharp decline in the population occurred
during the rainy season of 1997. 1 had ne observations in April or May and only a few
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by the end of July. It continued to be scarce until the end of the known breeding
season. Local people confirmed this difference from other years. At the same time, 2
possible, but lesser, decline in Euplectes spp. was noted, particularly of Yellow-
mantled Whydah E macrourus. Lack of quantitative data make the latter observation
more difficult to substantiate, but the decline in the population of V. macroura was
easily established by the simple lack of field observations in the period Apr—Oct 1997.

I have no idea why this should have occurred, apart from a possible epidemic.
There has been no apparent habitat destruction. However the increasing use of
pesticides for cotton and other agricultural production in the area must be mentioned
and V. macroura is considered to be a pest by Dept. of Agriculture officials (J.B.
Adjakpa pers. comm). R.A.Cheke (in fit.) has speculated that the declines in this
species might be associated with reductions in available host species; in the study
area, these are Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda and Black-rumped Waxbill
E. troglodytes. However no observations to support this have been made.

My thanks to Drs. J.F. Walsh and R.A. Cheke for comments on this note.
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Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor, new for Ghana

On 19 May 1996, in the coastal area of Ghana, east of Prampram {(c¢. 60 km from
Accra), we discovered two Cream-coloured Coursets Cursorius cursor along the side
of the road. The road runs parallel to the coast, ¢. 300 m from the coastline and the



