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BIRD FECORDS FFOM THE REPUBLIC OF NIGER
by Fobert A. Cheke, J. Frank Walsh and Lincoln D.C. Fishpool

Received 22 august 15885

The Republic of Niger is a huge country, encompassing 1,187,000 km2 of \est
Africa. mMost is desert, the remainder sahel apart from some sudan savanna
vegetation in the south-west, Sites of especial ornithological importance
include the Alr massif (the birds of which have been described by Villiers,
1950, and Bruneau de Mire,1957) the W National Park, and a corner of Lake
Chad. The W Naticnal Park is shared by three countries; it includes parts
of eastern Burkina Faso and northern Benin, Grettenberger (1984) recently
described the Niger part of the park, with a plea for urgent assistance to
maintain conservation work there. The birds of the Niger section of the
park have been documented by Koster & Grettenberger (1983). Niger is also
known as the winter quarters of many specles of Palaearctic migrants and
part of the routes of many more. Migrant birds in the Sahara desert have
been discussed by Pettet (1984) in a wolume which also includes an article
by Casselton (1984) on birds breeding in the Sahara,

Bannerman (1931) listed the birds collected in Niger by Bates, who
later described his pioneering voyages and the birds he encountered (Rates
1933, 1934a, b, c, d). Other contributions are by Hartert (1921, 1924),
Paludan (1936}, Rousselot (1947), Douaud (1955), Koenig (1956), Heu (1961},
Fairon (1971, 1975), Heas (1974), and Pfriehm (1981). Proapted by the
request of Giraudoux (1984), we present here a compilation of the birds we
have seen in Niger during a series of visits and residences between 1967 and
1984. Most of the yecords ire fn:m the. southr*westem Kcorner of the country,
since the work which took Us £ Niger required travel between the Mali border
close to the Niger River and along its course to the frontier with Benin,
However, some birds were seen during field work elsewhere, including brief
journeys to Agadez and the Tahoua and Maradi reqions described by Cheke
et al. (1980}, a paper in which a few bird records were mentiocned,

In the list which follows the nomenclature and sequence are those of
Hall & Moreau (1970) and Snow (1978). Co-ordinates of localities menticned
are listed and some sites are depicted on the map (Fig, 1}.
STRUTHICNIDAL
Struthio camelus Ostrich Not seen by us, Ostriches were common in northern
Niger until the mid 1960's vhen parties of 30 or 40 birds were to be seen in
the area of the Falaise de Tiquigit, scuth of Agadez (G.R. Popov, pers. comm.).
Current status unknown: rumoured to be present still, kut rare.
ANHINGIDAE

Anhinga rufa pfrican Darter One at Niamey in Aug 1967,
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PHALACROCORACIDARE

Phalacrocorax africenus Peed Cormorant A few near Niamey in Pug 1967,
June and July 1977. Also noted near Tapoa in Apr 1977 and at Gaya in June
1977, A juvenile at Firgoun in Sept 1984,

PELECANIDAE

Pelecanus rufescens Pink-backed Pelican Three on the Niger at 12°20'N on
5 Apy 1977.

ARDETIDAL

Mycticorax nycticorax Black-crouwned Night Heron Near Tapoa on 4 Rpr 1977
and 40 near Tillabery on 21 Sept 1984.

Bubulcus ibis Cattle Egret Abundant along the Niger between Caya and
Gotheye from June until Oct. In Rug 1967 a large breeding colony was seen
near Niamey, amongst which Abdim's Storks Ciconia abdimii and Village
Weavers Ploceus cucullatus were also breeding. On 3 Oct 1977 about 50 were
seen feeding on the grasshopper Cedaleus senegalensis at Maradi {Cheke et al.
1980); next day four were seen flying, at midday with their bills open, near
Issawan, Many more probtable migrants were seen on the next day: 250 at a
water-hole 40 km north of Zinder, 20 near Tanout and 10 at an oasis 130 Jm
south of hgadez. On 23 Sept 1984 one at Ayorou was seen eating a toad.

Ardeoila ralloides Squacco Heron Three near Niamey on 18 June 1977, a few
in the Tapoa area in Apr 1977 and June 1984 and many in the Say region in
Sept 1984.

sutorides striatus Little Green Heron  One near Miamey in Aus 1967 and
June 1977, Seen in the Tapoa area in Apr 1977, June and July 1984,

Egretta garzetts Little Bgret Twenty six at Bose Bandow on 11 July 1984,
single birds beside the Niger during 1984 at Cotheye {11 Aug) , near Sagafondo
{19 Sept) and near Ayorou (23 Sept}.

E. intermedia Yellowbilled Egret One near Niamey on 12 Aug 1984.

E. alba Great White Fgret Abundant along the Niger and other rivers as
far north as Tillabery. More than 2,000 including flocks of 300 and 500
between Tapoa and the Nigerian border in Apr 1977. One near 2inder on 4 Oct
1877 and another at Ayorou on 23 Sept 1984,

Ardea cinerea Grey Heron Abundant along the Niger and other rivers. bMNore
than 1,000 including flocks of 200 between Tapoa and the Nigerian frontier
on 5 Apr 1977.

A. purpurea Purple Heron In 1984 near Yeri on &6 June (one birc}) , pairs
at Say on 19 Sept, near Ayorou on 23 Sept and a singleton near Tillabery
on 21 Sept.

A. goliath Goliath Hercn One near Rikini in Sept 1984,

A. melanccephala Black-headed Heron A few alonag the Nicer from Gaya to
ayorou during wet seasons. A small breeding colony at Gaya in June 1277.
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SOCFIDAE

Scopus umbretta Hammerkap Near Tapoa in Apr 1977 and Sept 1984 and near
Yeri in June 1984.

CICCNIIDAE

Ciconia cicopia Uhite Stork  One 40 km north of Abalak on 7 Oct 1977 and
two 10 km north-west of Niamey on 20 Sept 1984, Giravdoux (1378) described
a site 18 km east of Zinder where 500-600 used to over-winter and where they
fell prey to trappers, One of two ringed birds he found had been marked as
a nestling in Morocco.

¢, abdimii Abdim's Stork In Aug 1967 the species was cammon in Niamey

and nested in dead trees in the city, where a pair was also seen huilding

on 11 July 1884. On 12 June 1977 cne was carrying food near Niamey and at
least three pairs were nesting in a large tree beside the Niger at Say, On
21 June 1977 a pair was nesting 10 m up in a Baobab tree there, but none
remained by 28 COct. Earlier, probable migrants had been seen as follows:
many flocks of 50 to 100 birds at water-holes near Zinder on 4 Oct, more
than fifty 40 km north of Zinder the next day and a flock of 250 flying east
8 km west of Birni 'konni on 9 Oct and 60 scaving in a thermal 2 km away.
In July 1978 several active nests were seen between Tillabery and Ayorou.
Farliest record at Niamey was two on 29 Apr 1978 and the latest was four at
the airport on 2 Oct 1977, Other possible migrants include 15 near Komparti
on 19 Sept 1984, 3 at Garbey-Fourou on 21 Sept 1984, a single bird at Ayorou
on 22 Sept 1984 and a flock of 100 at 13°40'N, 1935'E in the Sirba valley on
2 Oct 1976,

C. episcopus Woolly-necked Stork A few pairs in the Sirba valley at
13°15'N in Oct 1876. Common along the Niger between Tapoa and@ the Nigerian
frontier in Apr 1977,

Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis Saddlebill Stork A pair in the Sirba valley
at 13%10'%, 01910'E on 2 Oct 1976. An adult and an immature near Yeri on
5 Apr 1977 and one there on 6 June 1984,

Leptoptilos crumeniferus Marabou Stork  More than 20 near Tapoa on 5 Apr
1977,

Mycterda ibis Yellow-billed Stork Five beside the Niger between Tapoa
and the Migerian frontier on 5 Apr 1977.

THRESKICRNITHIDAR

Threskiornis aethiopica Sacred Ibis ©On 19 Dec 1976 between 50 and 100
birds roosted con an island in the Niger a few km south of Niamey, One 10 km
south of Tanout on 5 Oct 1977, Two near Tillabery and 3 near Ayoroy ch 21
Sept 1984. Ten near Ayorou on 23 Sept 1984,

Bostrychia hagedash Hadada One near Yeri on 5 Apr 1977 and 6 June 1984.
One at Tapoa on 4 Apr 1977 and another near Ayorou on 23 Sept 1984,

Plegadis falcinellus Glossy Ibis One south of Ayorou on 2 Aug 1978 and 7
flying south at Tounga on 19 Sept 1984,
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ANATIDAE

pendrocygna bicolor Fulvous Whistling Duck  Ten nsar Niamey on 31 July
1977.

D. viduata White-faced Whistling Duck Common along the Niger from the
Nigerian border to Ayorou.

Anas acuta Pintail Four south of Say on 19 Sept 1984 and two near
Tillabery on 2% Sept 1984.

plectropterus gambensis Spur—winged Goose Common along the Niger from
Gaya to Ayorou. One at Pogondoutchi in mig 1977.

Sarkidiornis melanotos Knob-billed Coose Singles near Gaya in Apr and
June 1977 and 25 near Niamey in July 1977,

ACCIPITRIDAR

Gypohierax angelensis Palm-nut Vulture One east of Tapoa at 11048'N, in
apr 1977 and in Sept 1984,

Gyps rueppellii Ruppell's Griffon Vulture One at Niamey in Aug 1967,
One in the Sirba valley at 13210, 01930'F in Oct 1976. Ten feeding on a
freshly—dead donkey 30 kn north of Bakin Birji on 5 Gt 1977 and ten 40 km
north of Abalak on 7 Oct 1977. Two in the Yeri region in June 1984, One
north of Tounga and another near Meana in Sept 1984,

G, africanus White-backed wulture One near Tapoa in Apr 1377 and two near
Yeri in June 1984.

wecrosyrtes monachus Hooded Vulture  Commwn in small numbers at Niamey in
Aug 1967. In 1877 recorded from Birni N'konni, Tapoa, Torcdi and Zinder.
ceen near Tounga and at Torodi in 1984,

Terathopius ecaudatus Bateleur One at Tapoa in Apr 1977. One 120 km
south-west of Miamey in Aug 1977, Three near Yeri in June 1984 and one at
Tapoa in July 1984.

circus sp. Harrier A ringtail near Ayorou on 23 Sept 1984.

circaetus cinereus Rrown Snake Eagle One south of Yeri on 6 June 1984.
Accipiter badius Shikra Common at Niamey in Aug 1967 and one near there
in July 1977 and in Aug 1984. One near Dogondoutchi in Aug 1977 and another
40 km north of Gaya in Aug 1984.

Melierax metabates Dark Chanting Goshawk One 32 km south of Niamey in
Aug 1967. Singles at Dogondoutchl in Aug 1977 and Tagalal in Oct 1977. One
near Garbey-Kourcu in Aug and Sept 1984,

Micronisus gabar Gabar Goshawk One near Tillabery in July 1978,

Kaupifalco monogrammicus Lizard Buzzard Often seen tetween Gaya and
Dosso.
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2uteo awguralis Red-tailed Buzzard One near Tagalal on 8 Oct 1977, two
near Dosso on an unrecorded date and one 40 km west of Garbey-Kourou on 19

Sept 1984,

Butastur rufipennis Grasshopper Buzzard One at Tapoa on 4 Apr 1977, One
near Illela on 14 Aug 1977, Two near Bakin Birji on 5 Oct 1977. Two 20 km
south of Tahoua on 9 Oct 1977. Common in Niger between Gaya and Dosso on
10 Aug 1984, a date when none had been seen in Benin on the way north, One
at Garbey-Fourou on 19 Sept 1984,

Polemaetus bellicosus Martial Fagle Cne at Tapoa in Apr 1977 and ancther
50 km scuth of Pani-Bangou in Sept 1977,

Aguila rapax Tawny Eagle One near Yeri in June 1964.

Kaliaetus vocifer African Fish Eagle Two beside the Niger (one near Tapoa
and the other south of Say) and two beside the Sirba river (one at Kakou and
another 45 km west of Garbey-Kourou) on 19 Sept 1984, One beside the Faga
river near Alfassi the next day.

¥ilvis migrans Black Kite The earliest record at Niamey was 18 June 1977
and the latest a qroup of 50 at the airport on 2 Oct 1976, However on 9

Oet 1977 six were seen 100 km south of Tahoua. ‘The day before some were
seen near Tagalal feeding on the grasshopper cedaleus senegalensis and the
species was also noted 50 km north of Tehoua. Other northern records include
a dozen at Ayorou on 19 July 1978 and one there on 22 Sept 1984.

Elanus caeruleus Black-chouldered Xite ‘Fhree in the Niamey area in Aug
1967 and one on 12 June 1977, Recorded from Gaya on 21 June 1977 and 10 Aug
1984. One 30 km scuth of Tanout on 5 Oct 1977 and ancther near Tagalal on

8 Oct 1977,

FALCONIDAE

Falco peregrinus Peregrine One near Garbey-Kourcu on 11 Aug 1984,

F. biarmicus Lamner Faleon A pair at Ayoron in July 1978 and a male
there in Sept 1984,

F. ardosiaceus Crey ¥estrel One at Tapoa in Apy 1977,

SAGITTARIIDAE

Sagittarius serpentarius Secretary Bird One 30 km south of Bani-Ranaou
in Sept 1977.

PHASIANTIDAR

Francolinus bicalcaratus Double-spurred Francolin  Near Niamey in June
and July and at Tapoa in Apr 1977.

Ptilopachus petrosus Stone Partridge At Tapoa in Apr 1977,
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NUMIDIDAE

Numida meleagris Helmeted Guineafowl  Ablundant hetween Dosso and Gaya in
June 1977. Also recorded from Tapoa in Apr and Dogondoutchi in Aug 1977.

HELIORNITHIDAE

Podica senegalensis Finfoot One in the Sirba river close to the border
with Burkina Faso, west of Kakom on 20 Sept 1984.

GRUIDAE

Balearica pavonina Crowned Crane The only record away

from water was of two birds seen 40 km north of Abalak on 7 Coct 1977, 1In
1978 about 20 roosted in trees at Famale, south of Ayorou, on 15 May and one
was seen 14 km north of Ayorou on 17 July. The healthy state of the species®
populations along the Niger was confirmed on 21 Sept 1984 when 86 were
counted between Gotheye and Ayorou. A pair near Bose Bangow in July and
Sept 1984 and up to 11 at Torodi, also in Sept 1984. One in the W National
Park in June and Sept 1984.

OFIDIDAE

Fupodotis melanogaster Rlack-bellied Bustard Singles 80 km south-west
of Niamey on 28 Aug 1977 and 15 km north of Gaya on 10 dug 1984,

Otis arabs Arabian Bustard A pair near Kakcu on 19 Sept 1984,

JRCANIDAE

Actophilorpls africana Jacana Very common beside the Niger in Aug 1967,
when a flock of 200 were seen near Nlemey. Scattered records from the
Nigerian frontier to Ayorou in subsequent years.

BURHINIDAE

Burhinus senegalensis Senegal Thick-knee One near Tllela in Aug 1977 and
ten on an island in the Niger in the Niamey area in Sept 1984.

CHARADRIIDAT

vanellus albiceps Black-shouldered Wattled Plover Thirty near Niamey in
PMug 1967, Also near Tapoa in Apr 1977, south of Yeri at 12°12'N in June
1984 and near Gotheye in Aug 1984,

V. senegallus Senegal Wattled Plover Seen near Tapoa in July 1984,

V. spinosus Spur=winged Plover Common keside the Niger from the Nigerian
frontier to Ayorou, Probably bred near Niamey in June and July 1977 when a
pair were seen bleating, defending territories and mobbing Black Kites
{Milvus migrans) and Abdim's Storks (Ciconia abdimii), Also noted 10 km
north of Tanout and 120 km south of Agadez cn 5 Oct 1977 and one at Abalak
two days later.
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v. tectus Black-headed Plover Several at Niamey alrport on 2 Oct 1976
and one there on 11 July 1984. At least three pairs near Illela on 13
Aug 1977.

Charadrius marginatus White-fronted Sand Plover One near Niamey on 31
July 1977,

SCOLOPACIDRE

Tringa erythrops Spotted Redshank Two near Firgoun on 23 Sept 1984,
T. nebularia Greenshank One near Firgoun on 23 Sept 1984.

7. hypoleucos Common Sandpiper Beside the Niger River between the Nigerian
frontier and Tapoa in Apr 1977. Singletons also at Tapoa and along the
Niger as far north as Ayorou in Aug and Sept 1984.

Philomachus pugnax Tuff Thirty flying north along the Niger near Cotheye
on 11 Aug 1984 and 43 seen in the Firgoun area on 23 Sept 1984,

Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit About 50, hoside the Niger, near Gaya
on 5 Apr 1977.
RECURIVORISTRIDAE

Himantopus himantopus Black-winged Stilt One 10 km north of Tanout on 5
Oct 1977,

POSTRATULTDAE

Rostratula benghalensis Painted Snipe A pair at Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977

GLAREOLIDAE

Pluvianus segyptius Fgyptian Plover Comon beside the Niger from the
Nigerian frontier to Ayorou.

Cursordus curser Cream-colowred Courser One 50 km west of Agadez on 7
Oct 1977,

Glareola pratincola Common Pratincole  About 20 beside the Niger River
between the Nigerian frontier and Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977. Ten hawking at
dugk at Ayorou on 21 Sept 1984 and 79 counted near Firgoun two days later.
Sixty-niné of these were in a single group, settlino to roost on an island
in the middle of the river.

6. nuchalis Rock Pratincola  Six on a rocky islet between Ayorou and
Firgoun on 23 Sept 1984.

G. clnerea Grey Pratincole Several beside the Niger between the Nigerian
frontier and Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977,
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LARIDAE
hydroprogne tschegrava Caspian Tern One near Gaya on 5 lpr 1977,
Sternz albifrons Little Tern One at Gaya on 21 June 1977,

S, leucoptera White-winoed Black Tern Three flying north up the Niger at
Niamey on 12 Aug 1967 and seven north of Ayorou on 23 Sept 1984.

Rhynchops flavirostris African Skimmer  Sixteen flying north up the Niger
at Niamey con 11 Aug 1867 and@ two flocks seen along the same river between
Tapoa and the Nigerlan frontier on 5 Apr 1977.

PTEROCLIDIDAR

Pterocles exustus Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Near Agadez on 7 Oct 1977,
P, quadricinctus Four-banded Sandgrouse  Pairs at Tapoa on 4 Apr 1977 and
19 Sept 1984, Alsc near Niamey in June and July 1977.

COLUMBIDAE

Columba guinea Speckled Pigeon Common at Niamey. Also noted at Birni
N'konni, Garbey-Kourou, Ayorou and Tapoa.

Streptopelia vinacea Vinaceous Turtle Dove At Tapoa in Apr 1977, Gaya in
June 1977 and Tounga in Sept 1984,

5. reseogrisea Pink-headed Dove Garbey-Kourou and Ayorou in Sept 1984,
Rates (1934b} recorded the species at Say.

5. decipiens Mourning Collared Dove At Niamey in Aug 1967 and July 1977.

S. semitorguata Red-eyed Turtle Dove At Niamey in Aug 1967 and at Tapoa
in Apr 1977.

8., senegalensis Laughing Dove  Recorded at Ayorou, Dogondoutchi, Gaya,
Niamey and Tapca.

Turtur abyssinicus Black-billed Wood Pove At Niamey in Aug 1967 and June
1977. At Gaya in June 1977,

Cena capensis Masked Dove  PRecorded from Tapoa (5 Rpr 1977), Niamey (18
June 1977), Dogondoutchi (15 Aug 1977), 45 km north of Bakin Birji (5 Oct
1977}, 150 km south of Agadez (5 Oct 1977), Tillabery (15 July 1978),
Garbey-Kourou (19 Sept 1984) and Ayorou (21 Sept 1984).

Treron waalia Yellow-bellied Fruit Pigeon At Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977,

PSITTACIDAE

Poicephalus senegalus Senegal Parrot At Tapoa in Apr 1977 and at Gaya in
Aug 1977,
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Psittacula krameri FRose-ringed Parakeet At Gaya in June 1977 and Aug 1984
and at Yeri in June 1984,

MUSOPHAGIDAE

Crinifer piscator Grey Turacd One 40 km south—west of Niamey in Oct 1977,
two at Gaya in Sept 1978 and at Yeri in June 1984.

CUCULID2ZE

Clapator glandarius Great Spotted Cuckoo Singles at Niamey on 11 Aug
1867 and Garbey-Kourou on 19 Sept 1984,

C. jacobinus Pied Crested Cuckco One at Niamey on 12 hug 1967 and two at
Gaya on 21 June 1977, ’

€. levailiantii Striped Cuckco One at Niamey on 31 July 1977.

Cuculus gularis Grey Cuckoo At Yeri on 6 June 1984,

centropus sepegalensls Senegal Coucal At Niamey in June-pug 1977, Gaya
{(June 1977}, Beylande (July 1877} and Tapoa (Apr 1977).

CAPRIMULGIDAE

Caprimulgus climacurus  Long-tailed Nightjar  Many flushed from the main
Niamey-Ouagadougou road, on both sides of the Burkina Faso border on 28 July
1977,

Macrodipteryx longipennis Standard-winged Nightjar About 40 at Niamey
airport on 19 Dec 1969 (D.J. & Y.C, Cheke, pers. comm.), Three of 20 night=-
jar corpses examined near Gaya on 10 Aug 1984 were of this species.

RPODIDAE

Telacanthura ussheri Hottled Spinetail Seen at Yeri on 6 June 1984,
Cypsiurus parvus Palm Swift Recorded from Ayorou, Gaya, Niamey and Tapoa.
Apus apus Furopean Swift One at Illela on 13 Aug 1977, one at Gotheve on
11 Aug 1984, two at Garbey-¥ourou on 21 Sept 1984 and six at Ayorou two

days later,

A. affinis Little Swift Common at Hiamey in Aug 1967, Mlso seen at Zinder
(Oct 1977}, Yeri (June 1984) and Ayorou (Sept 1984) .

COLIIDAE

Colius macrourus Rlue-naped Mousebird One at Ayorou in July 1978 and five
there in Sept 1984,



1985 Fepublic of Niger 83

ALCEDINIDAE
Ceryle maxima Giant Ringfisher One at Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977,

C. rudis Pied Rinafisher Common along the banks of the Miger fyom Gaya
to Ayorou. Cne at a lake 30 km south of Tahoua in Oct 1977.

Alcedo cristata Malachite Kingfisher Singles at Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977 and
Gaya on 21 June 1977,

#alcyon leucocephala Grey-headed Kingfisher Singles at Niamsy cn 13 Aug
1967, 12 and 18 June 1977 and 11 July 1977, One near Birni N'konni on 15
Aug 1977,

#. malimbica Blue-breasted Kingfisher One at Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977.

MEROPIDAE

Merops bulocki FRed-throated Bee-eater Singles at Tapoa in Apr 1977, Gaya
in June 1977 and at Ayorou in July 1978,

M. pusillus Little Pee-eater Coummon near Wiamey in Aug 1967. Six there
on 12 June 1977 and present also on 18 June, 11 and 31 July and 12 Oct, when
cne was netted. The bird's wing length was 73 mm, it was in wing moult,
weighed 14.9 g and no parasites were found in a smear of its blood (Pierce
1984}, ©On 23 Sept 1984 ten or nore roosted in thick vegetation beside the
Niger at Ayorou.

M. orientalis Little Green Bee-eater Singles at Tapoa (Apr 1977), Niamey
(Aug 1977), Birni N'konni (Aug 1977) and six at Ayorou (Sept 1984} .

M, albicollis White-throated Bee-eater Two at Niamey on 6 2ug 1977 and
three separate birds near In Gall on 7 Oct 1977.

M. nubicus Carmine Bee-eater At Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977, Hundreds going to
roost in parties of 20 or 30 at Famale on 21 May 1977, Common at Gaya on 21
June 1977. 1In 1977 the population foraging from telephone wires beside the
road between Dogondoutchi and Birni N'konni was censused four times: 698
were counted on 12 Aug, 702 on 15 Aug but only 121 on 2 Oct and 139 on 9 Oct.
The Oct birds were all in the section nearest Birni N'konni. In July 1977
the species was abundant between Tillabery and Ayorou, where a flock was
seen feeding on first and second instar nymphs of the grasshopper Oedaleus
senegalensis (Cheke et al. 1980), One near Torodi on 20 Sept 1984 and at
Yeri on 6 June 1984. Beside the Mekrou river at 12005'N a oolony of more
than 500 holes, the highest concentration of M. nubicus ever seen hy the
observer (J.F.W.), was found on 6 June 1984. Another big colony was seen on
the same date beside the Mekrou at 11959'N, which is probebly the one listed
in appendix 4 of Fry (1984}. On the basis that observers travel by road

and in the dry season, Fry surmised that his appendix probably listed only
108 of the true number of colonies and estimated that the total population in
Africa could be as much as 5 million. Both R,A,C, and J,F.W. have surveyed
many rivers in West Afrieca by air and from the ground in the wet season

and have not found many unknown colonies, upon which basis we consider Fry's
figure likely to be an over-estimate.
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CORRCIIDAE

Cordcias abyssinica Rbyssinian Roller Common near Niamey in Ang 1967,

In 1877 they were also common there in June kut had disappeared in mld-Ju'.!y.
Cther records from Gaya (21 June and 10 Puc 1984 - the latter being the first
seen on a drive north from XKandi in Benin), 40 km north of Zinder and 150 km
south of Agadez on 5 Oct 1977, 60 km north-east of Abalak on 7 Oct 1977 and
Ayorcu (12 July 1978 and 24 Sept 1984).

€. naevia Rufous-crowned Roller Seen at Tapoa on S Apr 1977, 30 km scuth-
west of Niamey on 28 Pug 1977 and at Yeri on 6 June 1984,

Eurystomus olaucurus Broad-billed Roller  Singles at Gaya (4 Sept 1978 and
10 Aug 1984) and at Kakou on 20 Sept 1984,

PHOENICULIDAE

Phoeniculus purpureus Green Wood-hoopoe Three 30 km north of Gaya on 10
Rug 1984,

UPUPIDAE

Upupa epops Hoopoe Singles seen at Dogondoutchi (15 Mag 1977), Abalak

(7 0ct 1977}, Tillabery (15 July 1978) and Ayorou (24 Sept 1984),
RUCEROTIDAE

Tackus erythrorhynchus Red-billed Hornbill Recorded from Ayoron {Sept
1984), Gaya (June 1977), Niamey (Rug 1967} and Tapoa (Apr 1977).

7. nasutus Grey Hornbill Recorded from Ayorou (18 July 1978), 150 km
south of Agadez (5 Oct 1977), Dogondoutchi (15 Aug 1977), Niamey {13 Aug
1967), Tanout (5 Cct 1977) and Tapoa (5 Apr 1977 and 11 July 1984},
CAPITONIDAE

Lybius dubjus Bearded Barbet One 45 km north of Gaya in Aug 1984.

L. vieilloti Vieillot's Barbet One at Gaya in Sept 1978,

PICIDAE

Dendropicos goertae Grey Woodpecker A pair near Niamey on 18 June 1977.

ALAUDIDRE

Alsemon alaudipes Woopoe Lark  One near Illela on 1 Aug 1977 and ancther
at Agadez on 6 Oct 1977,

Eremopterix nigriceps White~fronted Finch Lark Singles 80 km and 30 km
north-east of Abalak in Oct 1977,
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£, lewcotis Chestnut-racked Finch Iark.  Siz near Illela in hut 15977,
Aundant in the sahel north of Tanout In Oct 1977, A pair at Gotheye in Rua
1984 and four at Garboy-rourou in Sept 1984,

HIFLUDIIIDAE

Hirundo smithii Wire-tailed Swallcr At Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977 and Dogondoutchi
on 15 Zag 1977,

M. aethiopica A pair nested in a house at Ayorou in July 1978, Bates (1934d)
s2cured a specimen at Gao in Mali, a record omitted by Hall and Moreau,
although Bannerman (1939) mentioned it tooether with Bates' observations of
the species even further west,

#. rusticra Eurcpean Swallow One at Firgoun on 23 Sept 1984,

4. leucosoma Pied-winmed Swallow Three at Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977.

H. daurice Red-rurped Swallow  Present at Yeri onm 6 June 1984,

H, senegalensis Mosque Swallow One at Ayorou on 22 Sept 1984,

#. abyssinica ILesser Striped Swallow  Fecorded from Gaya {21 June 1977)
and Yeri (6 June 1984}.

HMOTACILLIDAE

Motacilla aguimp HAfrican Pled Wagtail One at Sagafondo, between Niamey and
Gotheye, en 19 Sept 1984,

M. flavz Yellow Wagtail Beside the tiiger between the Nigerian border and
Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977.

CAMPEPHAGIDAE

Campephaga phoenicea Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike One at Gaya on 22 June
1977.

PYONONOTIDAE

Pycnonotus barbatus Black-headed Bullul  Recorded from Niamey (July 1977}
and Tapoa (Apr 1977),

LAMIIDAE

Prionops plumata Common Helmet-shrike  Flocks seen at Tapoa (Apr 1977) and
60 km north of Gaya (Aug 1984),

Pchagra senegala Black-headed Tchagra At Tapoa (Apr 1977) and 7% km south-
east of Dosso {Sept 1878).
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Laniarius barbarus Crimson Boubou More than one present at Yeri in June
1984,

Lanivs senator Woodchat Shrike Cne near Tagalal on 8 Oct 1977,

L, excubitor Great Grey Shrike Common in the Agadez area in Oct 1977,
where one was seen chasing two desert locusts (Schistocerca gregaria),
Southernmost record: 10 km rorth of Abalsk on 7 Oct 1977.

Corvinella corvina long-tailed Shrike Recorded at Tapoa {Apr 1977), Torodi
{(July 1984) and 30 km north of Gaya (Aug 1984),

TURDIDAE

Oenanthe leucopyga White-rumped Wheatear One 60 km south of Rgadez and
another at hgadez on § Oct 1977,

0. oenanthe Wheatear One at Issawan on 4 Oct 1877, two 40 km north of
Zinder the next day and several 40 km rorth-east of In Gall on 7 Oct 1977,

Hyrmecocichla aethiops Ant-eating Chat Near Illela in Aug 1977 and in
the Issawan area in Oct 1977.

TIMARITDAR

Turdoldes plebejus Brown Babbler Flocks at Tapoa in Apr 1977 and 25 km
north of Gaya in Aug 1984,

SYLVIIDAE

Sylvia communis Vhitethroat Ome, singing, amongst Doum palms (#yphaene
thebaica) in Cenchrus biflorus grassland 5 km south of Mayahi on 3 Oct 1977,

Hippolais pallida Olivaceous Warbler Zingles at Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977 and
Ayorou on 24 Sept 1984,

Phylloscopus trochilus Willow Warbler Seen at Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977 and at
Tahoua on 8 Oct 1977,

Cisticola brachyptera Siffling Cisticola At Tapoa in July 1984,
camaroptera brevicawdata Grey-backed Camaroptera At Tapoa in Apr 1977.
Eremomela 'pusilla Green-backed Eremomela At Tapoa in Apr 1977,
Sylvietta brachyura MNuthatch Warbler One near Labezanga on the Niger
side of the border on 16 Aug 1978,

NECTARINYIDAE

Anthreptes platurus Pigmy Iong-tailed Sunbird Singles at Niamey on 19

Dec 1969 (D.J. Cheke pers, comm.), Tapda {5 Apr 1977) and Torodi (11 July
1984).
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Nectarinia pulchella Beantiful Long-tailed Sunbird Single males seen

at Niamey (11 Pug 1967, 14 July 1978}, Tapoa (5 Ppr 1977}, Gaya (22 June
1977), 40 Ym north of Tahoua (8 Oct 1977) and at Ayorou (17 and 1% July 1978,
when seen feeding on flowers of Commiphora sp., and 23 Sept 1984).

. sepegalensis Scarlet-breasted Sunbird At Tepoa on 5 Apr 1377 and a
pair 30 km north of Caya on 10 Aug 1384, ’

EMBERIZIDAE

Emberiza tahapisi Cimnamon-breasted Rock-bunting Noted at Tapoa on 5 Apr
1977. A pair at Ayorcu on 15 July 1978 and present at Gotheye on 11 Aug 1984,

FRINGILLIDAE

Serinus mozambicus Yellow-fronted Canary At Tapoa in Apr 1977 and at Gaya
in June 1977.

PLOCEIDAE

Ploceus cucullatus Willage Weaver Recorded from Gaya, Niamey and Ayorow,
where an active colony was noted on 21 Sept 1984,

P. melanocephalus Black-headed Weaver A colony was oObserved on the west
kank of the Niger opposite Niamey from June to Oct 1377, On the evening of
12 Oct a small sample were mist-netted. Wing lengths of 11 females ranged
from 65 to 72 mm (mean = 67.73; 8.D. = 2.57) and of 17 males from 70 to 76
mm (mean = 72.65; 5.0, = 1.58). Female weights ranged from 17.0 to 21.1 g
{mean = 19.05; §,D. = 1.66) and male weights from 20,71 to 25.0 g (mean =
2.47; S.p, = 1.19). Three lmmature males had pale irises and one adult
male was in full wing moult. Blood swears were taken from 28 of the birds
but no parasites were found (Peirce 1984). The species was commn elsewhere
along the Niger, north of Niamey.

P. heuglini Heuglin's Masked Weaver A male at Ayorou on 22 Sept 1984.

P. luteolus Slender-billed Weaver A male at Niamey on 12 Bug 1967 and one
near Gotheye on 11 Aug 1984.

Buplectes franciscanus Red Bishop A male near Niamey on 12 Aug 1967.

E. afer Yellow-crowned Bishop Common near Niamey, also noted at Cotheye
(Rug 1984) and Ayorou {Sept 1984).

guelea quelea Red-billed Quelea Control measures were being taken against
this species at Bani-fangou on ¢ Sept 1977. On 25 Sept 1984 two flocks of
apout 100 birds each were seen 60 km south Of Ayorcu.

Passer griseus Grey-headed Sparrcwr  Common at Ayorou, Gotheye, Niamey and
Yeri.

Petronia dentata BPush Sparyow At Tapoa in Apr 1977.
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Bubalornis albirostris Buffalo Weaver Active breeding colonies in Aug and
Sept at Niamey, Gotheye, Garbey-Kourou and 73 km north of Gaya.

vidus orientalis Proad-tailed Paradise Vhydah Males seen at Gaya on 21
June 1977 and near Dogondoutchi on 15 Aug 1977,

Hypochera ?chalybeata Indigo Bird At Ayorou, Niamey and Tapoa.

ESTRILDIDAE

Lagonosticta senegala Senegal Firefinch  Alundant. Noted at Agadez, Ayorou
(feeding young in a nest, late Sept 1984), Gaya, Gotheye, Niamey and Tapoa.

Uraeginthus bengalus Red-cheeked Cordon-Blew Near Niamey in pug 1967 and
at Gaya in June 1977,

Bstrilda troglodytes Black-rumped Waxbill Recorded from Gaya (June 1977)
and Gotheye (Rug 1984).

E, melpoda Orange-cheeked Waxbill Four at Gaya on 4 Sept 1978.

Lonchura malabrica Warbling Silverbill At Tapoa on 5 Apr 1977.

STURNIDAE

Lamprotornis caudatvs Long-talled Glossy Starling  Seen in small numbers
along the Niger River: e.g. 30 km north of Gaya (Aug and Sept 1984), Tapoa
{PApr 1977} and 20 at Labezanga in Aug 1978, Also one east of Kakou in Sept
1984,

L. purpureus Purple Glossy Starling Noted at Gaya (June 1977) and Tapoa
(Apr 1977). A juvenile at Ayorou in Sept 1984,

Spreo pulcher Chestmut-bellied Starling Common near Niamey in Aug 1967
and seen theve and at Dogondoutchi in Aug 1977, On 30 May 1978 one was
seen feeding on the urasshopper Cedaleus senegalensis 32 km north of
Tillabery.

DICRURIDAE

Dicrurus adsimillis Glossy-backed Drongo  Seen near Gaya.,

CORVIDAE

Ptilostonus afer Black Magple Comncn at Niemey in Aua 1967 and hec 1969
(D.J. Cheke pers, comm.). Also seen between Gaya and Reylande (Apr-July
1977).

Corvus ruficollis Rrown-necked Raven w0 120 km south of Agadez on 5 Oct
1977 and the species was present in Agadez itself, the next day. On 7 Oct
another was seen 40 km west of the town,
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C. albus Pled Crow Common, Seen at Abalak, Agadez, Ayorou, Birni N'komni,
Garbey-Kourou, Gaya, Gotheye, In Gall, Niamey, Say and Tapoa.
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SUMMARY

Records of 188 specles seen in Niger between 1967 and 1984 are given.

RESUME

Renseignements sur 188 espdces wus au Niger entre 1967 et 1984 sont donnds.
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Crovned Cranes Balearica pavonina near Firgoun, Niger {see p. 79}.
(Photo: R.A, Cheke) .





