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7th March 1961 : 12 seen on bare ground on Erbado College compound,
very tame. 17th Dececember 1961 : 5 tame birds same place.

5th~-12th March 1962 : 3 to 12 b:rde regularly seen in parkland on
the Collepe compound.

None seen in 1963.

22nd January and 16th Bebruary 1964 ¢+ single birds in Reservation
gerdens. 27th March 1964 : 6 on College compound, *

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypolcuca.

16th ganuary 1964 1 1 mecen at Sangote (Abeokuta road 17 miles from
Ilaro), .

Spotted TFlycatcher Muscicapa striata.

The only records refer to singloe birds on 29th September 1961 and
30th October 1961.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra,

27th March 1964 : a pair perching on tolegraph wires at Ilaro
Hospital. Common in patchy derived mavannah betwoen Ilaro and
Abookuta from February.

Nightingale Lusclnia megarhynchos.

8th February 1964 (possibly earlier) to 2)th March 1965 : b ginging
aroung the Collepe compound And Reservation, '

(farden Warbler Sylvia borin,

22nd November 1963 : 1 mist~netted on the Reservation. :
18th April 1964 : 2 mist-netted on the Reservation, One of these
had loose yellow skin around the gape.

Iuropoean Swallow IIirundo rustica.

2lat March 1963 : flying S.L., high, with Colletoptera affinis
and Mlcropus apus., 22nd March 1963 : 20 low over the playing
fields, Bgbado College.

27th March 1964 : 5 low over a patch of derived savanunah at Erhado
College. 7th ﬁprll 1964 : 12 low over playing fields. 23rd April
1964 1 20 low over playinm fields and horpital, I[laro,

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator.

25/26th March 1964 : 1 perching on wires at the Agricultural Stat-
ion, Ilaro.

SHEASONAL MOVEMENTS OIF SCME BIRDS IN NORTHERN NIGERIA

D.E,Macgregor
(Reoedved July 1964)
In a country with much extremes of climate at the different sena-

ons ag Morthern Nipgerin, 1t would be surprleing if thero were not

conplderable locml movements of many srecies of birds, ms they scek to

maintain thempelves in thelr favoured 'microclimate!.

Such movements may vary from a scarcely percoptible Shift from one

part of a district to another, to a spoctacular true migration. It may

alffect the whole or only & part of a populotion; meny of those move-

¥ Trom my experience of inthus at Abeoknta, nnd the hebltat, it secems
likulv that at least some of these records refer to A, cervinug, T

grot that time did not allow of my putting this view to the muthor

bufore ‘poing to press'. -Ed.




3

ments are not well understood, and many are not noted in the literature.
The following notes extracted from my records over the past few years
‘may help to remedy this deficiency, and I hope that other menbers will
be able to amplify the record, and perhaps any erroneous pictures of a
species' status which I may give. Members moy also be able to extend

the co¢xercise to other species.

Only a few chosen migrant species are dealt with below; a very sub-
stantial proportion of the avifauna is of course migratory in Northern
Nigeria., I have excluded the Eﬁfopean migrants, which are being fully

dealt with elsewhere.

African Yellow~-billed Cuckoo Cuculus gularis Definitely secems to be

miprstory. The earliest dates I have seen it.are 2nd February 1954
(Ilorin) and 16th February 1964 (Kaduna). Last dates are more difficult
as the bird may be overlooked when it stops crlling, and I have been
on leave at the cruciel time in several years. It was in Kaduna as late
as 2nd October 1959, but otherwise I have never scen it after the end
of August.

Kaduna dntes : 4rrival 3.ii1.1959 - Departure 2.x.1959

17,111.1960 (on leave)
15,ii1.,1961 17.viii.1961
17.i1i.1962 28.,viii.1962
21.i1.196% {on leave)
16.31.1964

Levaillant 's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii This species also definitely

seens to be'migratory, being common betweéﬁ March or i4pril and October
each year. But it is difficult to account for odd occurences in the
dry season. A 17th Januafy (1954) record is understandable for Ilorin,
being fairly far South, but why shonld there be a single sight record
on 12th December in Kaduna, in both 1962 and 1963 ? Apart from these

three, my records all fall between the following dates :

Arrival Departure

. 17.%,1956
10,v.1957 (Kano} = 1.xi.1957 (Kaduna)
22.v.1958 (Kano) - {on leave)
18.iv.1959(XKadunn) 20.x.1959 "

{No reccord 19560)
16.441.1961 I, x.1961
23.114.1962 27.%x.1962
bh,iv,196% (on leave)

22.111.1964

Pied Cuckoo C. jacobinus This hird is ea51ly confused w1th Levaillant's

Cuckoo, but seems to be much less frequent and to visit Kaduna for =a
rmuch shorter period. In contrast to Levaillant's, which can be seen
almost daily between the recorded datés; the Pied Cuckoo is only

noted every few days, often with gaps of a ‘week or more. Kaduna records

fall within the following: dates @

Arrival Departure

28.1v.1959 29.vi.1959
11.v.1961 17.vi.,1961
23.1v.1963 ‘ - (on leave)
17.v.1964

(No record in 1960 or 1962)
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Great Spotted Guckoo .C, glandaring In,Sokotd, this bird is seen in a

very clear-cut passage, and large numbers were scen daily between 2lst
April and hth June in 1954, and between 18th Féﬁruary and 24th May in
1956, For the rest of the country my records arc very few, but all fall
between January and July 3 ' ' ’

1950 : 28.iv. Minna : ‘

1954 ¢ 2L.iv., to 4.vi. in Hokoto —”repular”

1956 : 18,ii. to 24.v. in Sokoto -fregular!

958 + %1L.i. in Arpgunpguy 13.ve in Kano

1959 : 24.ii.,10.4iv.,22.4v., & 30. Vil, nIJ in Kano

1960 1 2%,iii and 29.iii, ‘mduna :
C 1961 @ 2.vi in Kaduna rnd 26.vii in Bnuchi

1964 3 15.1iv in Gombe,

Didric Cuckoo Lampromorpha cnpriﬁa Commenly seen in the Morth betweon

April and September. My dates for recent yonrﬁ are !

arrvival Dapnrture
21l.1iv. 1954 1.6 viid, 1054
10.1v.1956 - : 9,1x.1956
16.v,.1957 _ b,ix.1957
27.v,1959 . 2l.viil.195%9
17.v.1961 2L.viil.1961
23.v.1962 . C 2.vidid 1962
1heiv,1963 (on leave) -
29,1iv.1964

Whitr~throated Bee~cater Alrops albicollis Theae boe~ocaters are reg-

ularly seen in large numbersin the central part of Northern Migeria
in two distinct periods of the year, npril/May and September/Octobcr *s
¥resumably they are on passage between the North and Scuth. I have
notes of such flocks (which are my on]J records) on tho followinf
dates 3 ' . .

1954 : 6.v, to lh.v. in Sokoto S

1956 ;3 28.iv. to-24%.,v., and 6.x%i. in Sokoto

1959 3 3.v, and 15.x. to 3.xi. in Kaduna

1960 : 18.x., Krduna '

1961 : 1l.vi. in Kaduna and 18.ix. in Ualduguri
1962 ¢ 13.v. in Kadune and 18.x. to 4. xi.,Kaduna
1963 : '5,v. to il.v, in Kaduna

1964 1 7.v. to hL.vi., in Kaduna

Grey ifornbill Lophoceros nasutus The dray lornbill ir undoubtod]v

found in Worthern Nigeris all the yesr round, but at certain timos
maso movennnts of large numsbers of bilrds cnn be seen., Lt first thesc
moving flocks sewm quite irregular, bnt in wmy rccords, althourh there
are exceptions, the vast majority of records of big flocks Tall rep-
‘ularly in Junae and Octobor., This mecme to point to a very definite
forth nnd South movement superimposed on a mlatic loenl popuvlation.

My records of flocks arn as follows @

1945 5 2L.vi. y Vom

1946 . C 26.% & %0.x,,Von
1949 ¢+ Z.vi.,Vom

1950 ¢ 6.vi. to 10.vid and 27.x.,nl1L Minna
1954 2L.x., Sokoto
1957 : 1l.vi. and 2.xl.,98L1 Knduna
1959 1 8.vi. and 13.x & 20.x. M
1960 & 15,444 and 20.x. . n

* (Horwood (ves several Novemhor rocords from tho Plateﬁu atc. =
Nig, Orn, Soc. Bull. 2 n. 3. ~Ed,)
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1961 L0.x. & 18.x%., Keduna
1962 : 15,16 & 29,vi. and 19.%x. & 2 25 . X .,Kaduna
1963 ;5 29.v. and 29.xii.,

1964 3 3l.v. to Ll3.vi. "

Rufous-rumped Bush~Lark Pipsrocorys crythropygia This bugh-lark appenrs

to bo a bird of passage in Kaduna, I have only sceen il once in ench yenr
when it was seen in flocks. My records arc lst April 1999, 25th fopril
1961, 28th April 1962 and 10th May 1963 on what is presumably the north-
ward journey, and 22nd dovonber 1960 on the southward,

Amethyet Starling,Cihnyricinclus louncopaster 'This fine starlin: vipited
my garden in Minna and neested there, arriving 1Lth May 1950, Unfortunoto
I did not keep a note of 1lts daeprrture, but it wan gronte by July. In
Kaduna it has visited my nrea on the deabtos set out, bobtween which 4t

can be seon every day. I have never scon 1t alt any other timo of tho

year.

1959 : 20,441 Lo 10.1lv and apndn on 29.vi.
1962 ¢ 20.iv to 12.v.

196% & Lh.iv (only rocord)

1964 t 12,131 to 20.v.

Although these deates might corrcsvond with a passame movoment, I am
more inclined to think that it represunts a spread durding the breeding

season from a more concentrated 'off-senson'! floclelng zono.

“Red~billed Wood Dove Turtur abysainica The dintribution of thie specles

‘geems to represent the purely locnl 'spreading' of hoahitat during the
rainse, when d moist cool climate can be found in morce open country than
in the dry weather. My parden is morce opcn than the older partn of
Kaduna, and éheme doves tnke nup residonce in May and cnn be geen horo
uutil September. is for as my parden is concerncd the noverent s quito

sherp, but the doves cnn bhe found » few miles awny at rny timc.

Snowy-huaded Robiu~Chat Comsyphn nivelcoapills It is cnoy to nopumo

that this eomewhat akulking gpeclier should ouly Yo recorded dnring ita
breeding season in the roins, at whieh tise 44 “rowe rbtoonticn to it-
self by ite fine soﬁg, cven 1f 1t ds netnally present the yonr round.

It is however remnrkable that it dia vory onsgily seon nt this tilme of

the yenr, whether 4t is minpging or not (4Lt reoulariy nees uy bird<bnth
for inastance), but in epitu of n fairly enreful scarch T heve never poen
it at other times of the yonrs pBither 1t changes ite habdlts very conaldes
ably rnd bocomoes extrouely skulking (which 1la ponnible) or it moves ont
of my narua saltomether (whileh I nn dnelined to holdovi),

I did not pee 4t at sll dn Kadwma witdl T moeved doto ny prosent
house in Eashin Ibeshin rosd dn 1962, T have alned seon 1t uvory day
between 15th May and 6th Hovaabor 1962, hotwern 25th May nnd the fdme T
went on leave dn July 1963, aud from Sth .peil to the time of writing
(July) in 1964, Thip in probouly nnother exmaple of o bird snreacing
out of thick woudland in Lhe redinsg, but I Qould Like to have rocordns
of Lto pregcoce in morc thnielly eovered parts of thig district in the

dry maagon,





