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15.
NOCTHS

Unusual Behaviounr of an Ospreyi The Osprey Pahdion halialtug is an

occasional visitor to the Zaria aren and I'have sipght records of
single birds at Samaru Lake (Zaria) on Sth and 13th tas 1963 and at
Maska Damf(ﬁéér Funtua) on 6th and 13th Cctoher 1963, The purpose of
this brief note is to report the apparently uanconmon behaviour of an
Osprey observed near the lake on the farm at the Institute for Agric-
ultural Research, Samaru, on lst CUctober 1964; The birdlwaﬁ ohgerverd
to stalk, and to take by means of a typical pluanpe from 10U ft., a live
meannel about the size of a small rat. The incident ocourred within 50
yards of the shore of the lake which is well stocked with fish, tho
normal staple diet of the Usprey. Osﬁreys in HMrdpe when prossed by
hunger have been known (1) to trake chickens and small mmmmalé, hut in

this instance there should have becen no such:.necessity.
(1) witherby et al.(1940) The Handhook of British Birds. Vol 3, p.1.09.
N.J.Skinner

Bats as an Item in Bird Diéts}‘.considerinp the larme numhar of bats

in most districts of hlgcria, it is remarkahle how few b:rﬁs of prey
attempt to feed on then. One species, the Bat Hewk Mggﬁﬂggﬂnggg
alcinus has adapted itself elmost entirely to catching bats on the
wing (although T have scen it having 4 shot at swifts onrly in the
evening), but it is aangerous to assume that any blrd secn- roine after
bats is a Bat Hawk.

I have seen the Lanner Falco blarnlcus pursuing bats wlth determ-

ination, even the fite Milvus miprans will sometimes noke rather a

clumsy attempt. The Shikra Accipiter badius will take bate by perching

over the exit hole in a roof and, warned by the scurry of the emerging
bats, dive down with the cloud and take & hat in about one of five
attempts.

My most ifteresting record is of 2 small nAtromuly fost falcon crpt-
uring bate with gr at success, seen. on two occasions, 21t December 1962
and again on 18th rahruary 1963, 'fhis eppeared very dark in the twilisht,
but was distlnctly paler below and had a typical falcon moustachinl atrenk

end pointed wings, My gueés is that it wns a Hdbby Fﬂlco‘su%huteo: it wam

certainly not any of the more ususl hawks around Kaduna.

Reverting to the Bat Hawk, I‘haQB on two occasions scen it vary closg
at hend, catching bats at » low level, when its characteristic narkings
can be clearly seen. More usnally it is seon cruising round fnirly hish
up making occasional swift dives nfter bats which it ig very export nt
catching, and erts on the wing. Whon doing this, it.crtches the attention
and most Lo visible over a wide Area, and it is aurprislum that 1t 1s not
seen more frequently. My own records are very sporauic, which would Appenpe
to indicste that the bird wanders about a good doal. The dnter on which



I have recorded it arce ' ' ' .
1954 + 23,vidi in Sokoto an? 27.viii in Gusan .
1956 : 3%,vi in Raduna / Enduna ,
1957 1 24.vii,, and S.viii to 2%.ix frequently din
1959 ¢+ 1.vii in Kaduna :
196) 1+ 6.v and 12.v in Kaduua
1962 ¢+ 19.vii in Kaduna,

D.E. Macoremor

Mist Netting Hezards., On 18th Soptomber 1964 T found a 3% ft, loung

™Mle Snake Mchelya poensis caught by the head in » mist-net set up in

the bush behind Epbado College, Ilero. The snake had obviously heen

attrected by the flutterings of a malo Ollve Sunhird Cyanomitra

olivecea already in the net and had climbed five feet up the net nftur
crogsing over from nearby vegetation. Rather optimistically it he-
been trying to swallow the sunbird. The bird was rlready dead; the

snake very much alive.

Once bhafore, on 2nd PFebruary 1962, I netted a snake, this time a

West «frican House Snake Boaedon lineatus. The mist-net had been

lowered at dusk to avoid the inevitable harvest df\EpauletteiBéts

Epomophorus gambianus and lay loosely aloug the sround across the

hunting path of the 4 ft. long mnrke. It got itself hopelesmly en-

tangled ‘end unlike the File Snake could not be extricated alive.
J.A.Button

White-~throated Bec~eater Eating 0il-Palm Nut Fibres. Bee—eaters_are

certainly amongst the more specimlised birds as resards their focd
requirements, and [ was very surprised to find oily red-orsnge fibres

of the Oil- pnlm (Flneis puineensis) 'nut! in several gizzards of a

numbey of Whitc-throated Bec~eaters hLerops mlb100111e which I coll~

ected for remearch purposes at Ibadan in ﬂprll 1964, This food is of
course oxtremely lipid-rich end is onton by a very wido variety of
mamipels and birds ete. It is tempting to surmiee that the bee-oaters
ot il 'in order to! build up lipid food reserves in the body prior to
their lonpgish nortbhwards migration to the breedins mrounds, Pra-
sumably the birds gtrip the epicarp from the fruite iv the trees,
rother than descending to fallen froits on the eround, bhut nny obs-
ervations on this score which can be made hy neoplc reasident in

Aerops' winter ranpge would be greatly apnreciated. + CuH.Fry

rinfoot in kadunsa. The Finfoot Podice svnemalensis is not an ensy

bird to see well, and the followinfr note of its occurrence in Keduna






