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~ Finelly, I would like to add that I em hoping Heinemannfs_will agree
_that bona-fide members of the Sooiety will be able %o obtain theix copies
Inlof;the~0heck~List at a favourable. rate. The more help I ocan show I have
_received from members of the Society, the stronger does my: case become
) for presging for a preferential price for membera, I shall of course give
clear recognition of important data, as I have done to Tony Hopson (A.J.H.)

in the sample entry.
Joln Blgood, 11 Parkside Avenue, Littléhampton, Sussex,
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" - TERN NUMBERS AT ACCRA DURING AUTUMN
L, G, Grimes.

- Ringing recoveries indicate that Palacarctic temms (involving several
- gpecies) move along the Vest, Af'rican coasl in Autuﬁn, and vieuel evidence
confixms this, However, visual counts during dﬁyiight (dawvm to dusk)
always yield disappointing results and the numbers of terns are far loss
than expecﬁed...ﬂt galtpans wesalt of Accora the numbers recorded fluciuate
but are generally well below a thousahd; oécasionally, however, an early
morning oount has yielded o 10,000 texrns. At Lagos, D.I.M.Wellace (Ibis
1115r559)'similarly‘reoorded fow terns during deylight and found them leps
abundant in Autumn than in Spring. | |
~ Recent observations at the saltpans made ab night and in the hour
before davm reveal that large numbera (c 30,000-50,000) of terns come in
from theiy off-shore feeding areas to woost at the saltpans. They all

invariably leave the pans for thelr feeding areas in the hour hefore dawn.
These roosting flights were revealed by an air serveillance radar but it
is only recently that an estimate of the numbers involved has been made.
Thus'daylight counts of terns bear no relation to the actual numbers

of terns present in the off-shore waters of Ghanme. Thig is probably true

for other ocoagtal areas of West Africa but this awaits confirmation.
It is hoped that other members of the BSociety will take up. similar
night observations to confirm whether what is observedlét Aoora 18 generally

true.





