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BANNERITAN or PRAED AND GRANT?

G.D.Field.

Now that the final wvolume of the African Handbook of Birds
(Mackworth-Praed, C.V. and Grant, C.H.B. 1973. Bizds of West Contral
and Vestern Africa, Vol.IL, Longmans, London.) is" publlshed, we in
Vest Africa are well provided for. How does Praed and Gmnt compare
with Bamnerman, and will the new supercede the old? Thich- book

should one recommend to a blrd-orlentated but non—expert nevcomer to

Weat Africa?

Price: the new volume costs &8, which with the £6 of Vol.1 adds
up to £14, an enomloﬁs sum, surély beyond the renge of the o'a.émally
interested, wheras Bannerman's two volumes can still be bought for
£10, |

The amateur will go firstlfor illustrations and these are iar more
comprehensive in Praed and Grant. No-one, however raw, should in most -
caSes have mach excuse for failing to allocate a bird to its correct
family from & study of the illustrations alone. Howevexr, there are
dangers (let me say here that the criticisms that follow are simed
mainly at the publishers rather than the artists who have had a .'
mammoth task to do and have often done it with extreme sensitivity;
witness the meticulous page of Cisticolas, plate 65): at least three
pairs of hirds are wronglj ca.ptioned: the Leafloves, Chlorocighlal sp.

on plate 52, the Drongos, Dicrurus sp. on plate 69, and the Oxpecker,
Buphegus africanus & Amethyst Starling, Cinnyricinclus leucogaster

on plate 75. This last is obvious to anyone but the other two are
more dangerous if used as & means of identification. Illoreover, there
i8 serious diff‘icul'ty in'déciding on some pla;'hesm'wh:i._ch caption goes
with which bird, for example the Cisticolas on plate 65, and lplate'

56 hag tén birds with nine captions. The scele within an illustration
ig often badly out: the most glaring case is pla.te 73 with the Tits

actually bigger than Picathartes, but there are other, more. Ainsidious,

examples such as the Emerald Starling, Coocycolius iris, on plate 15,
Hu,cg;el;}r bigger than the Amethyst Ci icinclus leucogaster, or plate
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78 with the Olive Sunbird, Nectarinia oiivacea, appearing tiny in

comparison with the great fat Fraser's Sunbird, Anthreptes fraseri.

It is & pity that several wholly West African species get no plate
at all wheras some of these illustrations make their third appear-
ance in the series. TIor example, neither of the two Rough-wing

Swallows, Psalidoprocne sp., common in Upper Guinea are deplcted,

nor the wholly west African. Trichagtoma rufescens or Prinia leontica.

But the real test of illustrations is the help they give over
critical groups. As I have built up my knowledge of the Sierra
Leone hirde over the years, I or less experienced friends h&ve at
one time or another been troubled in identifying inlfhe field: a)
the sevamna Glosgy Sterlings Lamprotornis chloropteggg/bhalourus/
(chalybeus), b) the Nectarinia sunbirds johannae/coccinigester/
superba, ¢)Neooossyphus/Stizhorina, d) certain Andropadus bulbuls,
&) the Trichaétoma specied, In not one of these cases would thése
illustrations have helped: the starlings are too small for one to he
sure how far the gloas depends on lightsy the colours of the sunblrds
are actively misleading (e.g. the orown of G, superbs and one might
almost saly the whole of C.ooccinigaster); Heocogayphus poensis is
not illustrated and, infuriatingly, N.mufus is depicted at quite a

different angle from S,fraseri so that direct comparison is imposa-

ibles the Andropadu and Trichastoma plates are valucless on any
criterion. ' Plate 52, at any rate in my copy, is & disaster; A.lati-
rostris has a brighb yellow underside, the only clue to- the identity
of A.graolllrostrls‘ls the red eye, and I defy anyone to name correc-

tly Baeopomon indicator without first looking at the caption (1 also

failed to recognise two other common Sierra Leone snecies, Criniger

barbatus and Thescelooichla leucgpleura, and was sure of the Leaf-

love’ subutltutlon only hecauge one occurs in a preV1ous volume)

Plate 50 is equally impossible., The tragedy is that just where 1arge~
oledr- flﬂurea ate needed we are given these minute and ill~ deflned
pictures. Again, I draw attontlon to the Cisticola plate to show
what can be done to help 1dent;fy g difficult group. It is easy to
g0 on oarpingw how many people can swear to have reooynlsed unaided

Anthus tr1v1alls on plate 487 Compare the illugtration here w1th
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that in the Duropeen Iield Guide, and likewlse some of the migrant
Svlyis and Acrocephalus warbhlers on plate 61. I know how difficult
it 18 to get good himd illustrations, having just produced & hooklet

on Preetown blrds, vhere the illustrations will be opon o Just
such charges (or worse) as I meke here but, when asked o pay &8 a
volume, 6ne isg entitled to demand value for money and not, for
instance, £ind Turati's Bush-shrike spelt Turah's or have the

bosutiful blue-grey flycatohers lMuscicepe capoini and I, epulate,

(plate 53) reduced to dirty browns.

Az for the text, there ie a major diifioulby for West African
readers brou@ht up on Bannerman in the use of English named. Ofban
these names have evolved independently on each side of tho oonbinent
and, though one sympathises with the authors! desire for unilfoxmity,
the fact remains that East African names con only lead to confusion.
Who recognises our Olive Bushcreeper, Macrosphenus concoloxr undon
the name of Grey Longbill (olive is murely a betlen deporipbive
epithet then grey)? In the South African volume at least tho

germs was called 'Longhills or Bushcreepers' but hore the altern-
ative haé heen omitted, Take the case of the Trichagtoma genuss

At oné time the scientific name was Illadonsis and on the analpgy
of Cam&péptera or Eremomelg T suppose the name, ugly as it is,

could be used also iﬁ English. But the Latin is now superceded,

thus leaving the Ehglish 'Tlladopsis! high and dry with no conceiv-
able justification for ite use, particularly as we have a perfectly
good name 'Akalat' proposed years ago by -Batosm. True,'th@ authors
wish to use 'Akelat! for a member of the Thrush family, as in Bast

Africa, but, again, we have a fine name for Sheppardie cyorxnithopsis

in the 'Whiskered Redbreast'., Whet has the simply and aptly nemed
White-bearded Bulbul Criniger calurug done to deserve the monatroﬁs
appellation 'Thick-hilled Red-teiled Greenbull!'? (Incidentally I
deplofefﬁhe\habit, not confined to Praed and-Grant, of tuihing hulbulp

into greenbuls -~ a horrible hybrid word which should have heoen
sootched at birth generations ago). Vhy has the Simple Leaflove
Chlorocichle gimplex become the Simple Greenbul, pertioularly when

the suthors keep the three leafloves in one gerun, thus malking a
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compact group? To tutn the Golden Bulbul Calyptocichla serina

into the Serine Greenbul is change for the sake of change, as it
ig & wholly West African bird. Again, one can go on indefinitely;
the imeginative Amethyst Starling becomes the Violet-backed,

Johanna's Sunbird Nestarinia johannae becomes the ponderous lademe

Verreanx', Surely, wherever possible English names, should be as
short as possible and in cases of doubt follow the scientific
neme (see the admirable name given by Elgood to his new llalimbe,
an example, unfortunately not followed by Forbes-Watson over

his new flycatcher).

The authors have no truck with the modern lumping of genera.
or with the lumping of families within, for instence, the Muscic-
apinae ggggg.;gég. As & matter of convenience in the field I
think this is sometimes justified. I have always felt it a pity
to gink almost all the sunbirds in Necterinias. There is, in the
field at lemst, a distinction between a Cinnyris and a G anomitra,
and I'm delighted that seimundi is kept in Anthreptes where on
field characters it so obviously belongs. On the other hand, the
Andropadug bulbuls appear so closely related (with Calyptocichla
as well?) vhen seen in the field that it seems absurd to split

them into four genera. And whatever else Picathartes may be, it

really can't be a starling. Clearly, points of nomenclature are
gimply & matter of opinion, but the plethors of genexa does. give
the book a rather old-fashioned air, and it seeis unfortunate
that some agreed oxder of families cénnpt he evolved., Possibly
we ghould fall back on suggesﬁiQnﬁnmﬂde ioﬂg'ago'by Lack and -

lorean and follow & strictly alphabeticﬁl order.

The keys have always been one of the least satlsfactory features
of this series (the Ibis reviewer of the very first volume made
detailed suggestions for their 1mprovement) Though the book is
apecifically stated %o be for the field ormithologist, to use many
of the keys one must have the bipd in the hand. Tor instance, the
Bulbul key starts by dlfferentlatlng between one notoh on the bill

and several notches, the second feature being whether the toes are
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free or partially fused, Weither character ﬁill greatly appeal
to the field watoher. ILater it divides the birds into three
categories, large (wing over 93 mm), medium (wing 80-90), emall
(wing 70-80), terribly difficult to judge, especially as of thoso
ligted under 'emall! if you look up Xevier's Greenbull Phylla-
strephungavierilyou find wing measurements 72-91 and the 'Sorine
Greenbul! éf-leﬁﬁ;'iﬁé. not in thé !emall! renge at all, Of
coirse the same sort of criticism (though less blatant) oftoen
goes for Bannerman's keys, but it is rather distressing to think
that authors are still oaﬁering oniy for those who have shot tho
bird rather than studied it alive. '

In the text there are far fower carcless errors then thexo

were in Vol.I. of this type: pago 66, Gonoral Distrzibution: Ghena

to Gabon and Uganda. Range in wostern Afrioa: Western Liborla 1o...,
and fewer maps that bear little reolation to the toxt, though ouch
occur, for instence, on pages 73, 1005, 148 (a partioulafly bad ono)
~and 447, The map on page 43 of Trichastoma cleaverl johnsond
ocorrectly includes Sierre Loone, tho teoxt does not. Inevitably,

the small scale of the maps mekecs some speclosy appear more wide~
gpread than they are. Here 1s a quick list of binds hevor roooxrded,

from Sierre Leone which appeer from the maps to cccur threoughout

the countrys Muscionps, aquatica, Cigticola juncidis, Hirundo smithii

H.senegalensié, Lamprotornis PULPUYEUS., L.caudatus, Buphepus afxri~

canus , Ploceus heuglini, Quelea guelea, Buplectes owix, Estrilds

caerulegcena, Serinus léucopygius. On the other hand, Sylvietta

brachyura,_cistioola eximio and Legonosticta rubriocsta apﬁéaf to
miss Sierre Leone altogether though all are well documented, and

the myth that Hirundo fuligula does not ocour in ox anywhere neax

Sierra Leone started by Bannermen, thoﬁgh there are specimens in
the British Ifuseum from'béfore his time, is porpetuvated hore. In
all these instances Hall and Moresu (1970) give the ocorrect position.
Many of Porbes-Watson's recent discoveries on Mb Iimba have heen

incorporated but not all, e.g, Myioparus griseiguleris (found also

in the Sierra Leone forests and on field characters certainly

eongenerio ﬁith,IWioparus plumbeum) , ~78~



It is perhaps less fair to criticise the(inevitably brief ndtes
on plumege, habits and so on; but it is reasonable to point out
that only workers in the fieid are in & position to judge whidh
apecies oanse confusion, some that appear very similar in the
mageum having quite clear field characters and others, easilﬁ '
peparable in the hand, behaving alike. Thus to anyone who has
worked in the foreats of Upper Guinea it is nonsense to suggest
(page 57) that there could be any difficulty in distinguishing -
Criniger olivaceus from C,calurus, though in bed llght one might
confuse it with C.barbatus were it not that its habits (more those
of a Phyllastrephus) are quite different., Where difficulty does

arige is over the position of the Lower Guinesa ¢, ndussumensis

(full speocices?, race of C.olivaceus?, fomm of u.calurus?) The

position is succinetly explained in Hall end Hoxeau (op cit) but
muddled in this volume, where the reader, not having been told

that this form has & white throat, might be forgiven for not under-
atanding why there should be any possibility of confusion. On the

difficult peir Stizhorina finschi and Neocossyphug poensis no

res)l help is given, less certainly than by Bannerman, and the
latter's erronsous (at least for the western part of its range )
remark that S.finschi has bare blue skin below the cye is'pefpétm
uated, Nor will the field observer get much help in distingulshing

$hat other very similar peir Andropadus gracilis and .A,ansorgeis

&é the key field character is not gtressed - the rufescent flanks
‘and -under tail coverts of A.ansorgei, giving the hird a dark appea-
rance; against the yellowy olive of A;Fracilis, giving a pale look.
At least in Sierra Leone habitat is also a uaefﬁl guide: A,gracilis,
preforring secondary bush or the small trees along forest roads,

A, ansorgei hlghgr trees,’ often deep in tiue forest., The song given
for A,gracilis &lmost certalnly pelongs to A.ansorgel., Incidentally,

the reported call (page 440) of Leniarius turetii ig, of couxse,

that of & p&lr duettlng-— the olear ringing call being the mele,

the harsh cro&klng thc female.
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The upshot of all this is that the new book should be used with
caution by anyone not familiar yvith the area. It is extreﬁely
uwseful to have the birds discovered since Bannerman's dey included
and to note the various !'species' which have now been reduced to
vracial status. Vo also get a more up 1o date view of the range of
meny ¢pecies, and, to digress to-VolLI for & moment, the immeture
glumages of the Birds of Prey which Bannermen hardly touched on
are very veluable, But for all that, I ﬂhould.atiil advige anyone
vho wants more than pictures to continue to uée Bannérman, and 1f
only someons oould revise Banneiman (bringing it up to date and
oubting down on the surplus verbiage)uit would gtill be a first-

alagg book.
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 EEIEPT AMD PAYNENTS KGUOUNT.
'FOR THE PRRIOD FROM {st IEC 1971 %o 28%h FED 1974

Balance at 1st Dec 1971 _ - 81273

Subscriptions received 114.73
- . 242,04
Postage, Stationery, eta. ' 92.16

Balance at 28th Feb 1974 .- - -
Maiduguei ~ Stendard Bank (Maira |
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T appreciate that many members have paid by Banker's Order for 1973

and 1974 but have only received one Bulletin, If any membexr would

1ike & rofund I will srrange to repay 1t, othexwise T will assume

that members wish their subsoriptions to remain in the Socioty and

aeeist poylng for the mény copies sent to Museums.  R.E.Bherlend.
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