Africain

" West African Ornithological Society
‘ _ Société d’Ornithologie de I’Ouest -
' Y {

Join the WAOS and support
the future availability of free
pdfs on this website.

http://malimbus.free.fr/member.htm

Devenez membre de la
SOOA et soutenez la
disponibilité future des pdfs
gratuits sur ce site.

http://malimbus.free.fr/adhesion.htm

February / février 2010



=53
OBSFRVATIONS OF THE ROOSTING OF YELLOW
WAGTAILS Budvtes flavus TN IBADAN,

Interest in this subject was atimulated by observation of a regular eves
ming novenent of Ycollow Wagtails over our compound on Jerico Reservation, De-
tailg of this movement wore noted on 28th January, 1969, and are given below:-

Estimated number of birds flying

overhead in consecutive five

minute periods.

Local #ime (hr) Ho. of Birds
18,20 . .90
18,25 117
18.30 138
1835 108
18,40 36

The movanent lasted only 28 minutes, but during this time about 525 birds
Tlew overhead, FlLock size varied from 2 to sbout 60, and averaged about 20 birds,
Fron the direction of flight it scemed that the birds wight be flying to Moor
Plantation, a large agricultural research area about three miles west of Ibadan,
This was confirmed on 29th Janvary by a vieit to the Federsl Department of Agric-
W tural Research, where an estimated 2=3,000 birds were seen wheeling around and
temporarily sebtling on fields of newly ploughed earth or short arass. Bventually,
at ounset, the birds moved into a clump of +all grass (about 7! high), perhaps
400 square yards in area and beside a smgll stream,

On 4th February the roosting sight was visited again, but the birds had
. moved, The new roosting site was found the next day, about half a mile due west
of the old site, The reason for the move was not clear, as the site had not been
- damaged in any way. The now roost was also in tall grass, but was less compact
than before., The grass was in bands about twelve feet wide, alternating with

strips of cultivated land about thirty feet wide, The roost spread across at
least two of these amao bandse There was no water nearby. The new site was
visited several times wntil 15th February for ringing purposes, Fach time the
birds settled on newly ploughed or gressy land near to the roost before finally
moving to the t011 grose ot sunset, '

On 20th February the birds flying over our compound were counted again,but
this time only about 125 birds were seen, An explanation for this drop in e
bers was provided the next day by J.H.Elgood and RWehshford, who reported a
roost of about a thousand birds in a patch of tall grass (identified as Permis—
gam purpureun by D P.Stanfield) on Ibaden University Famm, about sevon milos
north-east of their previous roosting sites By 4th March this roosting site had
been destroyed by grazing cattle and, on 6th March, the second Moor Plantation
roosting site was also found to have been destroyed, thie time by burning,
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