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A NOTE ON THE PRIUSS'S CLITF-SWALLOWS Locythoplastes proused

e M

AT OYO NWEW RESERVOIR,

Some observations were made on these birds during a visit to the reservoir
botween 26th February ond 2nd March, 1969 The flock size was about that not-
ed before'(Ashford,R.W. (1968) Bull.Niger.Orn,Soc, 5 (18) i 42-44), some 150«
200 birds. The swallows were busy bullding nests in the flushing=-pipc tunnel

©+ and, at least near the tunnel end, the nests were about two-thirds complete,

Mud for the nests geemed to come only from about a square yard of the veservoir
shore about 100 yards from the dam, Here the shore was depressed and consisted
of' very fine, wel mud. Even in this small areas the birds were taking mud only
from cortain patches, so forming pits of 2-3 inches diamoter and up to an inch
doep. ' :

One day during the visit the Cliff-Swallows were not seen at all until eve-
ning, presumably having temporarily left the dam area,

.J. Broadbent,
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AVOCET RecWrvirostra a'vosotta AT ZARTA,

Good views wore obtained at a range of about 30 yds. of an Avocet Recure
virostra avosgtin on the shore of a small lake at the N.%.C. "Denonstration
Farm at Samaru, Zaria at 7.30 a.n, on the 28th February, 1969, The bird, in
~company with a Black-winged 5tilt Himantopus himantopus, wa¢ 'oweeping' the
water in characteristic fashion, The Avocet is a winter visitor in large nue
bers to the Sudan and Bast Africa but is seldom encountered: in West Afrieca,

- and the only previous rccords for Nigeria appear to be those of Sharland (re~
ported by Elgood, Sharlend & Word, Ibie (1966) 108': 84) of single birds at
* Ringim Lake near Kano on 20th February, 1955, "and 11th February, 1956, '

1\_T. 4J . Slcinrier.

IR ENEENENENNNY NS

VHITE-TRONTED BEE-MATER Melittophasus bullockoides
| AT LIFREVILLE, GABON,:

‘ On.7th September,1968, I noticed what appeared to be four White-fronted
... Bee=oators Meliirbonhaguq_p_u_l_locl_coidea feeding in a residential area near the’
-+ gouthern édge of Libreville, Gabon. A search for the birds was made the foll-
" owing day. They were located nearby on the edge of an open, grassy aren (o:E‘ '
rolatively high elevation) bordered on one sidé by a river and otherwlse sure
rounded by the wooded edges of mangrove mwamps. Excellent views were secured
* and the ildentification confirmed. ; 3 _

- The birds were meen almogt daily during the remsinder of September, as
well as dwrding subsequént vieits to Libreville in October, November and Dece
embor, Only four wore soon .and they wore usually together, They seldom Lefh






