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A NOTE ON THE PRIUSS'S CLITF-SWALLOWS Locythoplastes proused

e M

AT OYO NWEW RESERVOIR,

Some observations were made on these birds during a visit to the reservoir
botween 26th February ond 2nd March, 1969 The flock size was about that not-
ed before'(Ashford,R.W. (1968) Bull.Niger.Orn,Soc, 5 (18) i 42-44), some 150«
200 birds. The swallows were busy bullding nests in the flushing=-pipc tunnel

©+ and, at least near the tunnel end, the nests were about two-thirds complete,

Mud for the nests geemed to come only from about a square yard of the veservoir
shore about 100 yards from the dam, Here the shore was depressed and consisted
of' very fine, wel mud. Even in this small areas the birds were taking mud only
from cortain patches, so forming pits of 2-3 inches diamoter and up to an inch
doep. ' :

One day during the visit the Cliff-Swallows were not seen at all until eve-
ning, presumably having temporarily left the dam area,

.J. Broadbent,
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AVOCET RecWrvirostra a'vosotta AT ZARTA,

Good views wore obtained at a range of about 30 yds. of an Avocet Recure
virostra avosgtin on the shore of a small lake at the N.%.C. "Denonstration
Farm at Samaru, Zaria at 7.30 a.n, on the 28th February, 1969, The bird, in
~company with a Black-winged 5tilt Himantopus himantopus, wa¢ 'oweeping' the
water in characteristic fashion, The Avocet is a winter visitor in large nue
bers to the Sudan and Bast Africa but is seldom encountered: in West Afrieca,

- and the only previous rccords for Nigeria appear to be those of Sharland (re~
ported by Elgood, Sharlend & Word, Ibie (1966) 108': 84) of single birds at
* Ringim Lake near Kano on 20th February, 1955, "and 11th February, 1956, '

1\_T. 4J . Slcinrier.
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VHITE-TRONTED BEE-MATER Melittophasus bullockoides
| AT LIFREVILLE, GABON,:

‘ On.7th September,1968, I noticed what appeared to be four White-fronted
... Bee=oators Meliirbonhaguq_p_u_l_locl_coidea feeding in a residential area near the’
-+ gouthern édge of Libreville, Gabon. A search for the birds was made the foll-
" owing day. They were located nearby on the edge of an open, grassy aren (o:E‘ '
rolatively high elevation) bordered on one sidé by a river and otherwlse sure
rounded by the wooded edges of mangrove mwamps. Excellent views were secured
* and the ildentification confirmed. ; 3 _

- The birds were meen almogt daily during the remsinder of September, as
well as dwrding subsequént vieits to Libreville in October, November and Dece
embor, Only four wore soon .and they wore usually together, They seldom Lefh
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the grassy aree, but during the middle of the day they could sometimes be seen
flying over the residential area.where they were first observed,

Late one evening in October, .the bee-eaters could rot be found, but my
wife and I had noticed that before nightfall the birds would move %o the -trees
close to tho river at a point where there were holes in thé river bank, When
. I climbed dowvn thé bank to oxamine the holes, all four bee-eaters flew out of

one hole and settled noisily in a nearby tree, Vhenever a bee-eater tricd to °
return to the hole, a Banded Martin Riparia cincta would swoop down and frighe
ten it away. By the time we had to leave, only two of the bee-eaters had man-
aged to re-enber +the hole, : ' :

Because two of the bee-eaters were duller in plumage, particularly as to
the red throat, it is believed possible that the four birds constituted a fam-
ily group. . . _

The Whito-fronted Bee-cater is not listed in Bammerman's works on West
A:t‘rica, but "Birds of the Southemn Third of Africa' by Mackworth~Praed and

Grant includes Angola within its range. '

Je« Po Geo
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SQUE Ney RECCRDS T'OR LAGOS.

The following species arc believed t0 be new for the Lagos area, They are
not listed in "A List of the Birds of Lagos" by Sander (Nigerian Field, Vols.
XX? & XXII), nor have thoy been found mentioned in subsequent writings avail-
able to mes Most of these observations have been corroborated by Messra, J«B.
- Heigham and M. F, Forrester, who arc also active in Lagos at the present tiwme,

Black Heron Melanophoyx ardesiasca: Two flying over Victoria Island and Kuramo
waters on the evening of 4th July,1968; they circled overhead as though want-
ing to land, affording a good view and eliminating confusion with the Reef
Heron Demigretta millaris. 4 single bird was seen at Apapa marshes on 2nd Feb- ~
Tuary, 1969, and a single bird was present on 9th Warch, 1969, at the same place,

Knob~billed Goose Saxkidiomis melanotus: A single bird at Apapa marshe. 2nd
Pebruary, 1969, Mo knob on bill; the bird was apparently in immature plumage,
Not seen on subsequent visita, :

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinug: An adult bird feeding at Apapa marsh on 9th
March, 1969, was secen to take a Chestmut and Black Weaver Cinnamoptervx castan—
eofuscus, Ancther different individual (probably innna'trure')_was obgerved hunting
over Victoria Island on 16th March and sgain on 18th March, 1969, '

Speckled Pigeon Columba puinca. One bird seen on ground near rain-filled water-
hole on Victoria Island on 16th August, {968, The bird was quite shy and it flew
avay when a cyclist passed near, A single bird has Been geen on Victoria Island
on several occasions during Pebruary and March, 1969, -

Niger Mourning Dove Sireptopelia decipiens: Two birds, believed to be a pair,
were present on Vicloria Island from {2th February to 13th Maxch, 1969, Thoy
spent much of their time in the shrubbery along the the creek which forms the
northern boundary of the island, but alse fed on nearby sandy areas and perched
on telephene wires in the vicinity, These birds were carefully checked for id-
entification and compared with Redweeyed Turtle Doves Se semitorguata which
somotimes visit the same area. The two species were seen feeding together, Be-






