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the grassy aree, but during the middle of the day they could sometimes be seen
flying over the residential area.where they were first observed,

Late one evening in October, .the bee-eaters could rot be found, but my
wife and I had noticed that before nightfall the birds would move %o the -trees
close to tho river at a point where there were holes in thé river bank, When
. I climbed dowvn thé bank to oxamine the holes, all four bee-eaters flew out of

one hole and settled noisily in a nearby tree, Vhenever a bee-eater tricd to °
return to the hole, a Banded Martin Riparia cincta would swoop down and frighe
ten it away. By the time we had to leave, only two of the bee-eaters had man-
aged to re-enber +the hole, : ' :

Because two of the bee-eaters were duller in plumage, particularly as to
the red throat, it is believed possible that the four birds constituted a fam-
ily group. . . _

The Whito-fronted Bee-cater is not listed in Bammerman's works on West
A:t‘rica, but "Birds of the Southemn Third of Africa' by Mackworth~Praed and

Grant includes Angola within its range. '
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SQUE Ney RECCRDS T'OR LAGOS.

The following species arc believed t0 be new for the Lagos area, They are
not listed in "A List of the Birds of Lagos" by Sander (Nigerian Field, Vols.
XX? & XXII), nor have thoy been found mentioned in subsequent writings avail-
able to mes Most of these observations have been corroborated by Messra, J«B.
- Heigham and M. F, Forrester, who arc also active in Lagos at the present tiwme,

Black Heron Melanophoyx ardesiasca: Two flying over Victoria Island and Kuramo
waters on the evening of 4th July,1968; they circled overhead as though want-
ing to land, affording a good view and eliminating confusion with the Reef
Heron Demigretta millaris. 4 single bird was seen at Apapa marshes on 2nd Feb- ~
Tuary, 1969, and a single bird was present on 9th Warch, 1969, at the same place,

Knob~billed Goose Saxkidiomis melanotus: A single bird at Apapa marshe. 2nd
Pebruary, 1969, Mo knob on bill; the bird was apparently in immature plumage,
Not seen on subsequent visita, :

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinug: An adult bird feeding at Apapa marsh on 9th
March, 1969, was secen to take a Chestmut and Black Weaver Cinnamoptervx castan—
eofuscus, Ancther different individual (probably innna'trure')_was obgerved hunting
over Victoria Island on 16th March and sgain on 18th March, 1969, '

Speckled Pigeon Columba puinca. One bird seen on ground near rain-filled water-
hole on Victoria Island on 16th August, {968, The bird was quite shy and it flew
avay when a cyclist passed near, A single bird has Been geen on Victoria Island
on several occasions during Pebruary and March, 1969, -

Niger Mourning Dove Sireptopelia decipiens: Two birds, believed to be a pair,
were present on Vicloria Island from {2th February to 13th Maxch, 1969, Thoy
spent much of their time in the shrubbery along the the creek which forms the
northern boundary of the island, but alse fed on nearby sandy areas and perched
on telephene wires in the vicinity, These birds were carefully checked for id-
entification and compared with Redweeyed Turtle Doves Se semitorguata which
somotimes visit the same area. The two species were seen feeding together, Be-
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ghdes being generally Llightar the best £icld comparisons include the followingi~
(1) the light crange eye, with no surrounding red patch that can be seen in the
ficld (2) the black half-collar bordered with white, the white being noticeable
evon at a distance (3) no contragt bebween a light forecrown and darker remsinder
of the hoad as i the case whth thie Red-eyed Turtle Dove (4) the white in the
tail. Tho MNiger Mourning Doves engaged in a certain ammount of courting, end be-
came increasingly vocal dwring the period when they were scen., One bird was not-
icoably darkor in plumage than the other but not as dark as the Red-eyed Turtle

Dovi,.

Long~tailed Parakeet Peittaculn kremori: The first observation was of a smigle
bird near Victoria Island on 23rd Decomber, 1968, Messrs.Porrestcr and Heigham
havo mince scen single birds and two birds togethor on soveral occasions in Ikoyi.

Piled Mlycatohor Plcedula hypolouca: On 10th November, 1968, I saw a single bird
in Tkoyi Patk which matched perfectly the descriptlon of an adult male Pled
Flycalchor, T have no explanation for the blrd being in such plunage at thal
time of tho year.

Reichionbach Sunbird Anabatlinis roichenbachil: Two or three individuals located
on 29th Soptembor, 1968, about five milos west of Apapa on the road to Ojo. The
bird has since twmed out to bo quite common along Twmbull Road in Ikoyi., The
writor is quite fomilior with this bird having made its acqueintance in Gahon
whoro it 1 common in scrubby arcas near the coast, and has noted this specles
in similar habital noar Abhidjan, once feeding young.

In addition to tho above, o Crowned Crano Balearicn pavonia has been scen
in tho Apapa marsh sevorsl times during February and March, 1969, It flies into
the marsh in the evening and roogts with the herongs, It is probably an escepes
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