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LESSER YRLLOWLEGS AT LAGOS:

- A SPECTES NEW TO NIGERIA.

During the late aftermoon of 15th February 1969, I explored tho lagoon/
swanp complex of Iganmu and Ijora, Lagoss Mony Palacarctic waders wore present
and thirteon spoci.s wore identified, notably Spotted Redshanks Trings crythro.
s (58) and a Terminck's Stint Calidris tommincldi « Judged by earlior records
I0 the month a considorablc influx of bimis had just token place. Even 5o I was
totally unpropared to discover in company with sonc Wood Sondpipers Tringn dfe
reola on a channcl edgo a not digsimilar but larger bird with long, bright orane

T gomyellow Logs. Viewed from ome20 yards and in bright sunlight, it appearecd to

T1th and again cortainly on 18th March

|
|

bo a Lessor Yellowlops Trinma flavipos, 4ftcr five ninutes of close scrutiny I ’
wos convinced that it was not a freak Wood Sandpiper but detormined to make surg |
[

i

I flushed it, The flight pattom was similar to that of a Wood Sandpiper, with i
8 dark back and barrcd tail outlining a aquare white mmp and totally dark b:l,ack@

ish=onded wings, The bird flow off sone 40 yards and then landed on opon mud, F
Thore it was possiblc to compare it with Spotted Redshanks and Marsh Sandpipers ¢

- Trings stamatilis. It was cloarly differcnt from and Just larcer thon tho latte

The legs continuod to look bright yellow and it was clear that it was indeed o

Lossor Ycllowlogs, the first for NMigoria and Africa,
A detadled dceeription of the bird, based on fiold sketohos and notes fol-
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Bill: rathur short {about length of head), fine, sfraight and dark,

, - Honds brownisbeolive (looking groyish at some angles), marked with [rO=
inent white suporcilia (frem just behind eye to bill), seme darker
| foathers bordering supcreilia and car coverts, latter fleckod whites

Umer '

Parts: hnd nock and mantle brownigb-olive(loocking greyish at some angles), |
fointly marked but appearing wriforn; tertials and wing; coverts as
mantle but darker(shading into blackish primaries when folded); low
er back dark (olive); runp square and whito(contrasting markedly |
with lower back); tail white with several bars (darkest towards tisl
flight feathers, secondarios as covorts, primaries blackish(as prin-
ary covorts) and forming; dark ended wing pattern,

Under
Parts: throat white; foroneck whitish flecked with greyish narks, forming a

well marked gorgetto on brenst; all rest white,

Legs
& Rot 1 bright (cadiun) yollow.

The bird wes present again on the 16th Fobruary (at cas18,00 hrs., when b |

tchu-tchu call was heard), 10th March Eca.18.15 hrs,, arriving), possibly on ¥*]
ca., 18.00 hrs., coming in with no less

than 375 Wood Sandpipurs to roost, {calling asein). By the 22nd March a conside
deporture of waders was obvious and it appears that tho bird had gone too,

Thore was no real cvidence that the bird was presont in the Ijora ares .
ring the day and since it was clearly cesociating with the abundant Wood Sandpi}
it may have used seveoral fooding: grounds during: its 30 day stay.

I have buen familiax with the species since 1949 and saw many in Canads
1956, A copy of eketches of this bird drawn on 15th February has been deposited

with the Bditor,






