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were very noticeable and differently set. The flock landed, this time with one off
the birds in full view on thc soa cdgc. Again I approached to within about 50 yay
and was able to finally confirm my suspicion that it was a Herring Gull larus an
gentatus, I also found its one certain companion nearby but insidc the flock. Thj
bird was clearly a sub-adult having mottled wing-coverts and the fact that the
othor had a dark maxk on the bill suggosted that it was not completoly mature ei.
thor. The semc two birds were present on 9th Febraary and a singlc bird, probably

the clder of thc two, remained in the arca until 2%rd March.

These rccords of Heriing Gulls arc the firet for Nigeria and arc bascd on
tho following ficld comparison with both adult and imaturc 1L.fuscuss bills hea-
vior-looking, heads whitor, larger and appbrontly held up more, nantles distinctly
mler than those of L, f. gracllsii, being dark groy rather than slate in tone,
and obviously so compured to those of L.f.fuscus (hoth races pesent on soveral

' wing mirrors on outer primerics

occasions), wing coverts paler (as mantles) and _

gshowing more whito, size (on ground and in fli{;h‘h) slightly but distinctly larger.
$hen most fuscus, wings appéaring broader in:-flights Clearly it is worth inspeo-
ting any flock of gulls in Nigeris for this species. What race of argentatus was Q
involved above is not easy to dcducc. Tho stronzly yellow feot cloarly exclude

ae argentatus and the size.and derk mantlo indicate one of the N.WsAfrican or
Moditerrancan forms rether than those from Fenno.scandia or Sibcria. The assunp-
tion that thoy were o otlantis is however dangorous (though Bannerman,D.A., 1953,
Birds of Wost and Equatorial Africe. vil.1.) records that the ‘racc doea rcach’:

AIJ.gOlU.) . '

" : D, T. M. Wallacc,

White,CJiJi (1965, . A Revised Chock List of African Non~passorine Birds, Lusaka,

Zambia), states under Larus arcentatus houlinis "Some form also visits Scnegal :
and Gambia, generally assumed to be L.o.otlantis Dwight, which is poler above and
has a wing 417-50 against 450-75mm,, bub nonc have bocn oxamined to verify the fon
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CRESTED GUINEA FOWL IN GAMBART FOREST RESERVE.

On 24th October 1968, I saw a fleck of oeight to ten |
‘ Lo n ruinca fowl in Ganbad
Forest Reserve 20 miles south of Ibadan. They were in a block of forest where a ¥¢
dent survey-igu‘ currently in progress about half a mile from the main Ljebu~Ode
o It 1s'assme\dlthoy were Guttera cdouardi, the Crested Guinea Powl, since
tl.lls.ls theh pnly specics of forest puinea fowl in this part of West Africa;.. It was
difficult to'see the birds clearly becausc of the thickness of the vegetation but
;ﬁ;tblg%i and wﬁtef;piﬁklmg of the plunage and the red colour on the head wz—are
e obvious. The flock ran along the ground, making r nod 4
above the shrub layer out of si{ht, ' 6 oaddling notace, and thon
The Crested Guinea Fowl appears to be an uncommon soie i AN .
i £ oo A : < apecies, 'Banneman 19'5’!
?iirds ?f H?.,.t and. Equatorial Afrlga, Volel, Ps336) rccords it from only.four 'rfl(.ooﬁl' -
es in Nigeria, one of these being Olokomeji Forest Reserve, :85-30 miles north
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wogt of Gembarl, Elgood & Sibley (1964, Ibis 108 t 247) do not record it in their
liet of birds from Gambard, tut its presonce thero is not surprising since the
forest reserve is o rolatively undisturboed reglon, One of the forest assistants
told me that he has soen puines fowl occasionally when cutting swrvey lines in
the remote parts of the reserve.
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BIRDS RINGED IN NIGERTA 1968 ~ CORRICTION:

In Bull, Nigore Orn, Soo, 6 (21)128 T re;orted that Pled Flyeatchor
Ficocula hypoleuca Ring No, 26642 had heun found in Cyprus: in 1965,

- I havo now hoard fron the Cyprus Orithological Socioty to the offect
that the bird wans actually caught by a famer uaing a ling: stick in April
1967, "

R. E. Shﬂrlﬂllda
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