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60 .
- GORRESPONDENCE,

-

Tos The Editor, :
Niperian Ornithologists! Socloty.

Dear Sir, .
T am grateful to Professor Skimner for oxplaining to us the movenents
of the Groy-hoaded Kingfisher Haloyon loucocephala within Nigorda {Bull.Nigar,
OrneSoc. 5(20)$88~90) . E

Mo sumnarisc his findings this bird is found s~

8. Nove~ Iebs botween latitude 4.50 - 7.50N.; non=braecding,

b, (lato nn.z Fobem Moy (oprly Jwic) bebwoon latitude Te5° = 1142°Ne}
. breodings MMWMMwMwaPmmmatmmammxmfmh ’

ce Juno-Scpt. butweon latitudo 12%-45°N, non-brecding,
d, Oct,- Nove & a rapld southerly nigration back to a.

. .Moat of ny own records of this bird ifuuld' fit in with this nigratory
pottern, oxcopt for thu following, on which I would be grateful for Profossor
Sidnner!s obsorvationsi- | T

{. At Yankard, on 5th and 6th March 1966, 1 did not scc any Groy-headed
Kingfishors, the comaon lin; fishor boing the Blue-breasted H. nalinbicys. But
fron 3tet Jan.~2nd Fobe 1969, the Groy-headed was the comon kingfishor, and only
ono Bluo-proasted wos scon. Wore thesc Jan./Fe-b. Groy-headed Kingfishers early
migrants north, or latb migrants south, or do somc gtay over in the rescrve frm
Octobor to Junc? Why daid I fail fo seo then in March 1966 when they should have
been becoriing; plentiful?

2, On the Plateau, my earliest record ie 10th Fobruary (earlier than Srrithtel |
snd the latost is 14th May, excopt for onc seen at Makafo (9.5°N.) on 24th June,
1967 ~ prosumably a vory late~-miprating bird, rather than indicative of some whid}
do not migrato north? @l

For the southerly migration, I have geveral ficld cards with no Tecords ¢
of Groy-hecaded Kingfishors, sugeosting that they do not reach this latitude un~
$11 Novembor. I have a record for the last woeck in Decembor 1965, again at Makef
rather later than expected, thouch not as late as Fry's late December rocord 1%

Yankari .

. Yours sincorely,
Von Chrigtian Hospltal,
P .0.Von, via Jos, John Re La.ng.

Benue FPlatoau Stoto.






