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) I\IOEL],ES“ N SO PATARARGTIO MIGRANIS TN THE GUBEA
PRING‘igGg o

Jde Q. Andrew.

The Gambi’ lles approxlma.tely between 13 5! and 13 50N, and 16 L|.O'

and 14° 14*W., dues south and slightly east of Cape Verde. The vegetation dis
savenns and thin bush, though néar the ccast there are patohes of dense veg-
etatlon along the streame.. The average rain~fall is 40", falling between
June and October, bubt the annuel flgurd varies wildly, Prom over 60" (1966
and . 1967) to un&er 20" (1968), In a wet reiny season, birds such as Gray's -
Blue~billled Weover I\aln.mbua 3. nitens, Buff-spotted Woodpeoker Canpethera '
nivoga and Rod~talled I Buzzard Bu'teo beo abguralls have been recorded well.out-
side their noimal range. In a rl':?y dry season, on the other hand, birds from
the sahel zone appear, and Palacarotio migrants that usually w:a.nter -bo tha
noxrth.
_ . 1969 has been in beregting for two reasons (a) less rain f8ll :Ln 1968
than for many years. (b) as well as the unusually dry and hot winter, the..
Spring was rather ocool, with very low humldity. These factors may explain.
the unusual records of Palaearotio b:era a.ncl the very late departure of
pome BpAcLod. B

I have omitbtod from the feollowing sysbematlc list; B

(i) speoies with mixed populutbions, o.gs Groy Heron Ardea gin~
eroa, Black-winged B8tilt Himentopus himantopus and Hoopos Upupa epops bw—
cause of the Alfficulty of determining which individuals are migrants a.n&

which are not.
(i1) most ‘berns and all waders, ‘because moro tha,n most speoles -

the records mirror the prefersnces of ohservers for certain localities, and

because therefore the status of many species is extremely uncertain.
(1:1.:1.) specles for which I have no 1969 records, vwhen there ars

only a few recor in prev:.ous years, o.8. Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus.

I am partioularily indebted to Bray, Mulholland and Vittery whose 1966
survey of the status of birds in The Gambia is by far the most useful ref-

arenes work,

SYSTEMATIC LIST:

Shoveler Snatula olypeata: a pair shot on 20th January, oub of a flock of
12, later identified by T. Sims, are the first record for over 30 years.

Garganey Anas quorgueduls: present in large numbers on rioce-fields. in the
Middle River (oas 80 miles inland). T.Sims recorded over 1,500 at one Loo=
ality during the wildfowl ocount on 12th January.

Pintall Dafila aouta: a female shot on 2nd I‘ebruary wa.s lafer :Ldentified by
Te Sim5.

(These wintor rocords have beon inoluded as the areas where the ducks

gathor are visited regularly only by hunters, and only when the numbers are
suffiolent, so that final leaving dates are not known. Numbers start to de-
crease Iin Pebruary and March in a normal yoar). -
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Kestrel Faloo tiimunoulus: common and widely distributed in winter, uﬁu to 6
seon together, Thore i8 one previous record for May (Bray ot.al. 1966), In
1969 most Left at tho end of April, but one waz soon on 1at June,

Lesser Kestrel Faloo noumannl: one mele and somo possible fomales secen at‘a
bush=-fire 108th February are the first cortain records sinoce Bannerman (1953),

Maprsh Harrier Cirous aeruginosus: common and widely distributed, as usual,
Mot had left by the ond of Maroch, but an immature bird Wag soon ovor mangroves
near Bathurst on 15th June, Bray et.ol.(1966) have bwo Juno records,

Montagu's Harrier Cirous pygargus: o male vas soon 70 mllos ocast of Bothurst
on 18th February, and several "ringtails", very possibly of this spooles wore
present at Yundum oirport in Januvary. Thore are fow provious records: Cawkell
end Moreau (1963) and Bray ctesl.(1966).

Lessor Black-backed éull Larus fugsous: Broy gbeal.(1966) rocord it up o 30th
April. An dimmature wos seen on 218t May 1969 and whal woas probably tho some
bird on 14th, 15th and 30th Juno.

Bleok-headed Gull Larus ridibundus: Bray gb,nl.(1966), and my obsorvations in
1968 agree that small numbers aro uwswally presont wtll Moay. Thoy also have
one June record (1964) and & roocord of one bimd summoring (1965), In 1969

up to a hwndred vere present in Janvary, and mm adult in breoding plumage
until, at least, Zrd July, and two immotures wnbll 13th July, To Judgo by
the daten, this may bo a genwlne exbonsion of raNLo .

White wﬂriged Bladk Tern Chlidonina Loucopbora: Thero are six provi.ous spring
records (17+th April-30th May), but in 1969, birds in vorious stntos of plus
mage were progsent from 15th Pebruary to 15th June, whon no luss that 3 wore
observed,

Comnon Quail Coturnix coturndx: not recorded in The Gambia For many yoors,
but 2-3 prosent in ficlds within a mile of the centro of Bathurst 9-13th
March 1969, They could easily have baen overlockod.

Common Bwift Kioropus opus: Bray eteal.(1966) rosord small numbers in the
springs No pertain reoords in 1969, but some probeblps passing with tho next
species.,

Pallid Swift Iiigropus pellidus: No ocortein provious rocords. On 22nd April
1969, I saw one oortain and two possiblos over Bathurst. Thoro was o con-
siderable passage of Eirundines in progress. The swift was watched head-on
from a fourth-floor flat at 25 yards with 10X binoouwlars and the distinotive
features were oloarly seen,

European Bee~ecater Merops apisstor: many more then in 1968, noarly always in
flocks of up to 20 birds, More noted on passagoe, tho last soon on 27th fpril
(ope Bray atanl. 1966 3rd Aprdl),

White Wagtall Motaoilla alba: present all wintor until. April, as usual, No
stragglers woro obsorved.

Blue-headed Wagbtail Budybes flavn: pregont all vintor and widesproead, but
nunbers inereascd about the end of March, Bathurst maximum for 1969 is 150
on 26th Mavrch, I% is my improssion that "flaval wagtodls, Like hirundines,
migrate on a brond front; many wora soon inland from 14th~19th April far
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into Senegal (va. 12°50MNe, 13°10'W, ). Bray ofaal.(1966) recodd birds well
into May, and many were present in May 1969, -I haveo threse June rescrds and
one on 13th July. | |

Tawny ‘Pipit Antiﬂ_._pa opgg_peﬁtr:‘t_.g ! no previous,hprihg'-'reoorﬁs ;. four recorda in
1969, between 10tk March and 4th May, with s maximum of 7 birds, - :

Troe Piplt Muthus trivialis: many proviows spring records, In 1969, only one
on 16th April, near DBathurst, b - onLy.

‘Red-threstod Piplt Anthus cervinus: Bray gbeal.(1966). record parties of up
to 12 in tho spring, Agein I have only one rooord in 1969, a bird with a red
throat, on 19th Jpril, wlth a loose flook of "flava" wagtails, on Bathurst
rubbish dump. e
Pied Flyoatohor Flodduls hypoleuca: thore have boen several ‘dutumn récords
the latost boing Junuary (Cowkell & Moreau 1963) but no spring ones +o my
knowlodge unbil 3rd April 1969 (o fomaloe). L
Wheatear Qonanthe oonanthe: o common winber rosident whose nurbers inoxease
in March. Tho latest date for apring 1969 is Lth April. Bray et.al.(1966)
have 24th March, 300 miles inland however, birds wore still present 10 days
later. This 1s thg hottost month there, the aWerage April tempersture being
approximatoly 105°F; ono bird was sdon in the shade of the fork of a tree
with wings and benk open, presumably to keop oool. ' e
Whinohat Saxioola rubotrat most left at about the normal time, the last on
22nd April. Howevor one bird appeared on Bothurset dump on 22nd May, and
stayed for at least throo days. - ‘ |

Redaimr’c Phoeniourus phogniourus:a passage migrant in small numbers Morche-
April in a normal. yeoer. In 1969 the only one scen was a male in broeding
plumage at Government Wamrd, Bathurast 24th-25th May.

Nightingole Luscinia mogarhynchos: one record 22nd February. Bray ot.al(1966)

give 27th March ns their latost date.
European Whitoihroat Sylvia communis) almost the only warbler to lecve at
the normel timo, mid-March. o

Garden Warbler §ylvia borin: apparontly no previous spring record. However,

from 20th April to 2ist May 1969, birds (max. 10) wore always present both
in Bathurst and at Brufut, 15 miles 8.W. on the coast. . . -

Blackoap Sylvia olicicapilla:Bannormen (1953) gives no record west of Ghana,
Cawkell end Hoveau (1963) have a fow. Bray oteal.(1966)have spring records .
to 218t April 1965 but none in 1966. In 1968 I had two May rdcords; in 1969
the main passage ook place in April{max. 4 on 29th) but many wers. seen.in
May; 11th two rocords, 18th a mele, and o female.on 25th, Field (1968) ocon-.
siders it unoommon in the Frostovn area, but it would be strange if it has
Just beon ovorlocked here. These records may show o fluoctuation at ' the edge
of its wange, perhaps depending on the woathe:r further north. '

Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortonsisino provious wrooords for The Gambla, but one
record in overy month January-March 1969, and one on 25th May, which was
thought to he in first-wintor plumago, Both this and Sedge Warbler Acroceph-
alus sohoonabgenus have boeon rocorddd in tho Bonegal delta, 200 miles north,
(Cawkoll & Moroau 1963) .
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Melodious Warbler Hippollas plovglobla: no provicus spring rocowds and
latest certain observation in 1969 on 22nd Fobruary. However a bird prolw
ably of this speoies wos seen near Bathurst on 29th Juns.

Olivaceous Warblor Ilippoliss pallida: again no provious spring rooord, Fop
1969 I have five rocords in Maroch , and one on 20th Lpril and ono Oo;f‘ 2 or 30
birds on 318t May. This record was from MaoCarthy Island (ca. 13737'N vy 1l
45'W.)s The birds wore in thin gallory foreat Daoked Ly wooded savenna, and
were very alaxmed ol my intrusuon. Can they have boon broeding so Far soukhs

Reod Warbler lcrogophalus scirpaceus: Bray ob.al.(1966) rocord 3t until April,
The latost oortainly of this spocios in 1969 woro on 11+h March, bub things
were mightily oonfused by the arrival of two probablo Troploal African Rooed
Waxblers Aorocopholus baeticatus on 1at Moy,

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus sohoencbacnus: No provious records in Tho Gombia,
though two possibles, Soptomber 1967 and Oolobow 1968, and roocorded in 1ho
Senegal delta (Cawlkell & Moreau 1963), 1 havo two Janusry roocords, ono in
Bothurst and one 80 miles cast, Flold (1968) has ono Aprdl roocord near Mo
Towm. It will probobly turn out to be & winber visitor in vory smalld numbors,

Willow Warbler Phyllosoopus trochilus:

Chiffohalf Phyllosgopus noliyihitos Bray ob.ale(1966) oonsldor tho fivst
a possage migrant until 3rd April, and havo no rooords of tho Booond aftop
January. SubJect to the usual roservetlons of ldontdflontion, the dates of
departure have been much later in 1969, Vowy yallow phyllosoopi woro obior-
ved in April and on 25th May, the lattor belng as brightly coloured as Malw
odiouvs Warblor, Greyish birds( somo groy on upporparts and almost puro whitoe
below) were seon throughout May (11 records) until 26th. Indetorminablo
phyllosoopi (the majority) woro also presont, notably one at Fatoto , 250
miles east of Dathurst, and one at MaoCarthy Island on 30th and 318t May
respetively,

European Swallow Hirundo rustica:many more wera Beon in 1969 than in 1968,
and Bray ot.al, (1966) record only small nusbors, 200 or more wore prosont
ot the groundnut secoo near Bathurst on 20th Aprdd., and 68 were soen ir one
hour. on 22nd April, Last date of passege 11th May, but o bird wos sson
olearly on 14th June,

Buropean Sand Martin Piparis riparia: Bray ob.ol.(1966) have records until
213t March, In 1968 I had no spring recowds at all, In 1969 thoy fivst app-
oared on 23rd March, a few were seen in April but most at the boglming of
May (Max. 7 on 1st Moy), latest datd, 12th May,

Buropean House Martin Dolichon vrbioat Broy ot.al,(1966) have rccords from
16th March to'6th June, & very late dabe., Pagssage in 1969 began on 14th
March, but they were last seen on 29nd Aprdl (max, 31 birds on that dny)

an early date of deperture oompared to the olhor Hirundines.

Woodchat Lanius senator: previous latest date is 15%h May (Bray ot.al.(1966),
and in 1968 none wore seon after 24th March. In 1969 birds v .ro soen almost

every dey at Bathurat dump until 174k Moy, and o mole wos secon at the same
place on 26th May, |

L ]
Poasibly & wostern extension of Hippolias pallida laeneni which breeds considorably ftrthar north

than 18,60'H., at Atr and Khartoum, A brooding DIology 6f this roce ean ba found in thle issue on
pago 107, Ed,




An unusual number of Palacarctic migrants have bgen recorded in The

Garbia in 1969, partioularly on passage. Some of these reocords mav be rofer-—
able tp changos of status (Black-headed Gull and porhaps Blackeap) others to
the small numbors involved (Sedge Warbler). Nevertheless, of the Palaearotic
recorded in spring 1969, half have been seen later this year than ever before,
so late in some casos, thot the birds may have swmered here. Among the many
possible explgnations are s~

(a) Some are not summoring hut are extremely late in migrating,
beocause ¢’ the wnusual dryness of the last rainy season,

b) Some stay here because they are returning too late to broed.

o) Small numbors of some species (immatures ?) summer every
year south of the Saharo and bocause of the dryness, these birds have atoyed
gsouth ox west of their usual swmmer quarters. :

Thoe Gambia is o long way from Nigeria, but if anyone has Nigerian
rooords that might throw some light on these questions, particularly the
last possibility, I would be very pleased to hoear from them,

Bamnermon, Db, (1953).The Bixrds of Weat and Equatorial Africs, London:
Olivor & Boyd.
Bray, D., Mulholland, R. & Vittery,i. (1966).Check list of GCambian Birds.
Cyclostylod).
Cowkoll,BoM, & Morcau,R.E. (1963). Notes on tho birds of The Gambis. Tbis 105
Field,¢.D. (1968) Birds of the Froetown Area, (Pourah. Bay College Bookshop,
Proctown, Silcrra Leones).
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MALLAM TATORT, SPRING 1969.

R, E, Sharland,

No expedition from U,K, was able to visit Mallam Fatord. in the
spring of 1969, This was mainly due to lack of financial support.

Dr. G« Komp of tho Rocksfeller Virus Research Unit at ITbadan vis~
ited Mallam Patord from March 28th to April 7th, collecting specimens for
virus rescarch. His specimens were identified by Dr. R. W. Ashford of the
 Department of Zoology, University of Ibadan,

I visibod Mallam Fatori from 30th March to 6th April. I carried out
a ringing programme by notting mainly in the area of Salyadora bush, behind
the obsoervatory. I was assigted by David Coleman and by Dink Ashford when
he ocould spond time away from the virus reeearch work, I found that the gar-
donor, Bukar Gao, had becn trained by the Hopsons to remove birds from nets
and he was of proat assistance in the afternoons.,

The doportbure of tho Hopsons from Mallam Fatori is greatly regrotied.
Fortunatoly their influonce remains and tho Fishories Department and Mr, Mudd
made ws vory wolcomo and made o great contributuon to our work and comfort by





