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An unusual number of Palacarctic migrants have bgen recorded in The

Garbia in 1969, partioularly on passage. Some of these reocords mav be rofer-—
able tp changos of status (Black-headed Gull and porhaps Blackeap) others to
the small numbors involved (Sedge Warbler). Nevertheless, of the Palaearotic
recorded in spring 1969, half have been seen later this year than ever before,
so late in some casos, thot the birds may have swmered here. Among the many
possible explgnations are s~

(a) Some are not summoring hut are extremely late in migrating,
beocause ¢’ the wnusual dryness of the last rainy season,

b) Some stay here because they are returning too late to broed.

o) Small numbors of some species (immatures ?) summer every
year south of the Saharo and bocause of the dryness, these birds have atoyed
gsouth ox west of their usual swmmer quarters. :

Thoe Gambia is o long way from Nigeria, but if anyone has Nigerian
rooords that might throw some light on these questions, particularly the
last possibility, I would be very pleased to hoear from them,

Bamnermon, Db, (1953).The Bixrds of Weat and Equatorial Africs, London:
Olivor & Boyd.
Bray, D., Mulholland, R. & Vittery,i. (1966).Check list of GCambian Birds.
Cyclostylod).
Cowkoll,BoM, & Morcau,R.E. (1963). Notes on tho birds of The Gambis. Tbis 105
Field,¢.D. (1968) Birds of the Froetown Area, (Pourah. Bay College Bookshop,
Proctown, Silcrra Leones).
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MALLAM TATORT, SPRING 1969.

R, E, Sharland,

No expedition from U,K, was able to visit Mallam Fatord. in the
spring of 1969, This was mainly due to lack of financial support.

Dr. G« Komp of tho Rocksfeller Virus Research Unit at ITbadan vis~
ited Mallam Patord from March 28th to April 7th, collecting specimens for
virus rescarch. His specimens were identified by Dr. R. W. Ashford of the
 Department of Zoology, University of Ibadan,

I visibod Mallam Fatori from 30th March to 6th April. I carried out
a ringing programme by notting mainly in the area of Salyadora bush, behind
the obsoervatory. I was assigted by David Coleman and by Dink Ashford when
he ocould spond time away from the virus reeearch work, I found that the gar-
donor, Bukar Gao, had becn trained by the Hopsons to remove birds from nets
and he was of proat assistance in the afternoons.,

The doportbure of tho Hopsons from Mallam Fatori is greatly regrotied.
Fortunatoly their influonce remains and tho Fishories Department and Mr, Mudd
made ws vory wolcomo and made o great contributuon to our work and comfort by
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placing a house at our disposal.

The Salvndora persica bush had thimmed oubt considerably since the
year before and was lower in helght, This may bo due to the falling lovel
in the lake or the poor rainfall in 1969, I noticed also that the Leaoin
belt was oonsiderably drier than the previous yoowr

No lorge stond of Lypha auwstralls ocould bo found near tho camp in
vwhich to cateh Sedgo and Reed Warblers. A small pateh half o milo to tho
south wae used on two occasions but Sedge Warblers were found Lo bo ogually
numerous in patches of long grass mixed with Thypha Jjust off the shore-~line,

Dospite (or perhaps as a result of) tho apparently poorer condiwions
the passage bhrough Mallam Fatord was quite as hoavy e in previous yoars,
During the sevon days from middey 30th Maroh to 6th Apwil, 811 birds wore
ringed (in ordor to soonomise offort nearly all Bthiopian birds woro relensed
without being ringed).

The numboers of Sylviinne in Splvadora oaro comparaed with similor fig-
ures for last year using the samc fwmula as R.J.Dowsolt 1.o0. nunber oought
per hour por 100 feel of neb.

1.269 1968, (samo wook) 1968 (posk)
Aorocephalus soirpooeus 1«35 05 1.2
Aerocephalus gohooncbaonus 0,2 0.2 1.6
Sylvie borin 0,35 0o 0.7
Sylvia communis 3,0 147 %.0

The peak day for my seven day porlod 1s oompared with Dowsolt's ponk
day in eacoh perlod of five days. The total longth of nots in use was approx-
imately the saomo.

This suggosts that the pessage of Whitothroats and Garden ¥orblors was
reaching its peok about a week earlier in 1969. The poak for Sedge Warblers
algo ocoured earlier than in 1968; no Sedgo Warblers were cougnt in Salvadora
until the last threc days of our stay,

Sand Marting wore caught by "flidkcing!" on three aftornoons but no
estimate of tho numbers was made, Fewer wagtails were scen and only small
avening roosidng flights were noticed., 4n athtompt was made by the Vicus
Regearch team to follow the wagtails to their roost. Thoy got as far as tho
River Komadugu Yobe bub the birds showed no signs of sobttling. It may woll
be that tho roedbeds at the mouth of the rivor are changing., The rains in
northern Nigerie wore gonerally 25% helow avorage and they stoppoed carly.
Rivoers which feed tho Komadugu Yobe dried up cerlior than usual and the
Niger Government built & dam accross the 1iveor noor Yo.

In Indication of the size of the passago is that not one of tho 913
and 767 Whitethroats ringed in the spring of 1967 and 1968 werp ro caught
and not one of the 323 and 647 Sodge Warblers ringod in those years turnad
up again. (In Kono out of 280 Sedge Warbloms ringod up to 1967, 10 have been
recaught in subsequent years). .

A Little bittern was caught on Ltk Apedl ond identifiod as tho European
rage Ixobryehus ninutug ninubus, The Virus Rescarch team idor Lificd o Piod
Flyocatcher Ficodula hypoleuca.

Observations on Ethiopian birds wore nocessarily limited. Tho most
striking change was tho enormous increaso in Goldon Sparrow Auripansor luteus
whieh was the coumonoat bird in tho Sglvadora. Of Bthiopion wipgrants




Chrysocoocyx, caprius was wide

appeared on April 4th,
LIST OF BIRDS RINGED:
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spread and calling deily, and Scopus umbretta

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 1
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glarcola 2
Quail Coturnix ocoturnix 1
Striped Kingfishor Haleoyon cheliocuta 1
Little Grecn Bos-cater Merops orientalis 1
Sand Martin Riparia riparia 85
"flava" Waglball Motacilla flava 112
Nightilngalo Lusoinia mege:hynohos I
Rodstart Phoeniourus phoeniourus 8
Groet Reod Warbloer lAorocoephalus arundinacoeus 4
Blyth's Roed Warblop Aerocophalus dumetorum 2
Sedge Warblor Aoroosphalus schoenobaenus 69
Reoced Werblex Aorocoephalus golrpaceus 35
Lesser Chad Cone Vnxrblor  Calamooetor leptorhynchus 1
Olivacous Waxblor Hippalias pallids 19
Wood Warblex Phylloscopus sibiletrix 1
Willow Warbloy Phylloscopus trochilus 3
Blackoap Syavia atricapllla 1
Gorden Warblor Sylvia borin 17
Subalpine Woarblor Sylvie cantil. ns 3
Whitethroat Sylvia ocommunis ha2
Lessor Whitethroat Sylvia ourruos 10
Rufous Warblor Agrobates galactotoes 1
Woodohat Shrike Lanius sonator -1

The table bolow shows the fluctustions in mmbers of sparrows, ploc-
eine weavers and quoleas at Mellam Fatord in the spring of the last three
years, This comparison is subjeot to the provisc that in 1967 a few guoleas
were releaged withoul being ringed and the areas from which the bivds were
teken are not exactly the samo each year. In 1967 a large number of birds
were cought in Typha, dn 1908 vory few were caught outside Salvadora and in
1969 nonc. The 19589 figures are those of the birds processed by the Virus
Research Team, the ringing team released most of the Ethioplan birds direct
from the neta.,

Porcentages

: 1967, 1988 1969
Grey~headed Sparrow  Passer griseus 1.8 1.5 3.0
Golden Sparrow Auripasser lubeus 18.2 21.8 436k
Bugh Sparrov Gymoris dentata 6.9 1.6 o5
Slender-billod Weaver Sitagra lutoola 12,6 7.9 8e7
Black=headed Veaver Sitagra cavitalls 2242 25.6 12,4
Masked Weavor Flesiositagrs vitellinus 16.6 847 16,7
Village Weaver Plesiositogra cucullatus Te7 5o ey
Black~faced Dicch Quelos quelen 20,0 27.8 1141

Total number of birds 735 2,986 38

The spootocular passage of migrants at Mallam Fatori is ample repay-
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ment for the diffioult journey. Fubture travellers cre warmod that the
short route~ going north 51 miles from Mafduguri- is not easy to find
even with a gulde. We came back via Kukawa which involved 75 miles of
sand and 105 of noin road and took 5% hours.
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A SPOTTED RAGTE OWL'S NUST.

Jn Rc L&Ilﬁo

Comparatively Little is roocorded aboul tho bLrooding habits of
owls in Nigerin, oxoept fro the exoellent repoxrts on tho Algorien
Marsh Owl by Smith & Killick-Kendrlok (1 964) and Sml.th(1 961,5. |

Conoerning the Spotted Zaglo Owl Bubo afrioconus Bennorman (1953)
states that tho nosting season ds March-day in Nigorda; thot no nost-
ing materials are used) that the site ochosen ip oltbhor tho brokon apldo
of a kopjs, or o hollow treo, and that two whillo oggs aro laild,

Fry (1965) states that in the Zards aron this owl nosts in aco=
essible situations in erosion oliffs, the nostlings bulng advanoocd in
mid-April; he also believes they may alse nest on buildings,

The following 1z an incomploto acrownt of tho nosting offosts
of one peir of Spotled Eafle Owles whose nest wan found on o rock ledgo
neay the top of a 50 fool oliff bordering o kuwriml half o mile S.E.
from Vom Hospitals The lodgo (and tho whole oliff) Ffaces north, and has
&8 sheer rock face on its west side, an overhanging rock behind 1t, and
13 only accessible from its east side, where a tult of dry grass gave
added proteotion, The ledge ds about 7 feet from the top of the clifl.

The nest was first found on 4th March 1967 when there wore al-
ready two olcan vhite eggs on the bare fine carth of the flat rock ledge.
An owl was ©lushed from a "llok-out" post ( another rock ledge shditered
by & small bush, obout L0 fe.t to the west of the nost on the same rook
face) the other owl wes flushed from the nest ilself, showing that in-
oubabtion had begun, Prom the evidenoe of droppings, it would scem that
this was a replacement nest from one situstod lower and to the east o
the oliff face, which had heen destrofed by bushwfire two or three wecks
earlier.

The nest was visited on the 5th and 7th lMaroh, whon both birds vore
flushed as on the initial visit. On 9th and 11th March, only the sitting bird
bird was secn,

By 16th March the tWwo eggs were still intaot and boing incubated:
on this ocoasion the "sonital"owl was seen roozting on a kopjo on tho
other (north) side of the valley in full view of the nest, but at loast
100 yards avay. [t wvas never poen again at the first looke~cul post,

On 19th NMaroh both owls were seon clope togethor in a good light.
Although neither bird was rufous (Bannerman 1993), thore was a Aistinot
difference boetweon them, one being dowdy (with Lightor brown parts and
Pawnish-ocream whilto parts) and the other much moro holdly morkod with





