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ment for the diffioult journey. Fubture travellers cre warmod that the
short route~ going north 51 miles from Mafduguri- is not easy to find
even with a gulde. We came back via Kukawa which involved 75 miles of
sand and 105 of noin road and took 5% hours.
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A SPOTTED RAGTE OWL'S NUST.
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Comparatively Little is roocorded aboul tho bLrooding habits of
owls in Nigerin, oxoept fro the exoellent repoxrts on tho Algorien
Marsh Owl by Smith & Killick-Kendrlok (1 964) and Sml.th(1 961,5. |

Conoerning the Spotted Zaglo Owl Bubo afrioconus Bennorman (1953)
states that tho nosting season ds March-day in Nigorda; thot no nost-
ing materials are used) that the site ochosen ip oltbhor tho brokon apldo
of a kopjs, or o hollow treo, and that two whillo oggs aro laild,

Fry (1965) states that in the Zards aron this owl nosts in aco=
essible situations in erosion oliffs, the nostlings bulng advanoocd in
mid-April; he also believes they may alse nest on buildings,

The following 1z an incomploto acrownt of tho nosting offosts
of one peir of Spotled Eafle Owles whose nest wan found on o rock ledgo
neay the top of a 50 fool oliff bordering o kuwriml half o mile S.E.
from Vom Hospitals The lodgo (and tho whole oliff) Ffaces north, and has
&8 sheer rock face on its west side, an overhanging rock behind 1t, and
13 only accessible from its east side, where a tult of dry grass gave
added proteotion, The ledge ds about 7 feet from the top of the clifl.

The nest was first found on 4th March 1967 when there wore al-
ready two olcan vhite eggs on the bare fine carth of the flat rock ledge.
An owl was ©lushed from a "llok-out" post ( another rock ledge shditered
by & small bush, obout L0 fe.t to the west of the nost on the same rook
face) the other owl wes flushed from the nest ilself, showing that in-
oubabtion had begun, Prom the evidenoe of droppings, it would scem that
this was a replacement nest from one situstod lower and to the east o
the oliff face, which had heen destrofed by bushwfire two or three wecks
earlier.

The nest was visited on the 5th and 7th lMaroh, whon both birds vore
flushed as on the initial visit. On 9th and 11th March, only the sitting bird
bird was secn,

By 16th March the tWwo eggs were still intaot and boing incubated:
on this ocoasion the "sonital"owl was seen roozting on a kopjo on tho
other (north) side of the valley in full view of the nest, but at loast
100 yards avay. [t wvas never poen again at the first looke~cul post,

On 19th NMaroh both owls were seon clope togethor in a good light.
Although neither bird was rufous (Bannerman 1993), thore was a Aistinot
difference boetweon them, one being dowdy (with Lightor brown parts and
Pawnish-ocream whilto parts) and the other much moro holdly morkod with
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blacker dark perts and purer white markings. On subsequent visits, it was
possible to show that it was alvays the dowdy owl at the nest ( both before
and afetr hatohing) and the brighter on acting as decoy from the other
side of the valldy, or else not seen at all. Prom this 1t seems reasonables
to assume that the dowdy bird was the female y and the other the male,
Close observation of other pairs of nesting eagle owls may reveal this as
a constant variation of plumage in breeding birds,

- On 23rd llarch the first substatial rain fell » and the "female" owl
was found sitting faithfully on her eggs with her plumage thoroughly soak-
eds The "male" was sitting under cover of its usual rock on the other side
of the valley,

On 24th March the first owlet hatched, it had a pinkish body with
a few pure white feather "tufts" about & inch long. The male was on its usua
usual perch; the female was very anxious, cludking, hooting, and puffing
out her buff-white throat and fluttering her eyelids from a roolk nesr +hd
nest,

When the female was flushed from the nest at 17.00 hrs, on 26th
March, the second egg was noted to be ohipped, By 18,30, when dusk was
falling, it had still not broken, and the owl would not leave the nest
but stood and hissed and puffed out her body and wings in a most alarm-
ing mamer. By the next day the second chick had safely hatched,

This gives the minimum incubation period of 2) days, and it seems
reasonable to suppose that the inoubation period Xs in fact about four
eecks, as in the case of the Algerian Marsh Owl Asio capensis (Smith 1964).
It would also suggest that the eggs are luid at two to three day ‘ntervals
and hatch accordingly.

The male was not seen in the vioinity of the nert after the hatoh~
ing of the second shick; the female was alvways with them, and very protect-
ive with the displey already described,

By 1st April the older chick (9 days) was beginning to get long pins
of flight feathers. Both young were now dovny all over, and a dirty white
in colour., By 6th April (14 days 0ld) the growing body and ving feathoers
were getting much darker.

On 15th April both ohicks were still at the nest, the youn,er one
still "fluffy", the older one's primarics being perhaps a third of full
length. Some feathers of a small, unidentifiable bird were on the nest,
the onlt occasion on which any item of diet was noted at or near the nest,

The following day (16th April) the nest was deserted, and remained
80 on subsequent visits. The chicks vers then 2 and 21 days old, and all
though the older one might have fluttered away (vexy doubtful) the younger
One certainly oould not have done so. A predator could have taken them -~
either human (unlikely in view of the loecal superatitions about owls) or
avian (kites and & shikra had been seen wheeling overhead from time %o time);
or they could have been removed to a safer place by the parenl bird (Smith
(1964) noted that young Marsh Owls usually left the nest 2-3 wecks aftor
hatehing and were feod nearby for a further 2-3 weeks ), '

On 2nd and 3rd Herch 1968 a Spotted Ragle Owl was fiushed from the
nesting ledge, vhich at that time was being used as a roost, No nest was
found in the wicinity.

In March/dpril 1969 the ledge was completely deserted and overgrown.
Aguin, no nest was fomnd in the area,
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DIRD NOIES FROM THE CENIRAL GAMEROONS.
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R. J. Dowsotl,

In June 1968 T spent a week in t .3 central Camoroonn, meat of tho
time at the Campemont des Cobas, midway between Garous and Nt gaoundoero
(about 8°N.,13730'E.). The country is well woodod platonu at about 3,000
to 4,000 feet. The rains had recontly startod, As published rocords from
this area are fow and far betwoen it 1s worth nentloning tho spooioes I
observed. Unless stated, records are from Compomont dos Cobas ](j\-'fithin a
ten mile radius) and botween 11th and 16th June,

Black-headed Horon Ardon molanocoephala: One in savenna woodland 12 miles
North of Garoua on 16th,

Abdim's Stork Cioonia (Sph_ ;;zprhynohm) abdinil: Small numbers broeding
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south to about 24 miles north of Garoura.
Gabar Goshavk Meoliorax (Miornisus)gobor: One grey phosoe.

Red-tailed Buzzard Buteo auguralis: An adult at Maye Zadra hills, belwoen
Sahuda and Garoua on 11th,

Yellow=billed Kite Milyus migrans parasitus (tonchrosus): Ono 11 milos north

of Garoua on 16th, the only one secn,

Peregrine Faloon Foloo peregrinus: One soen over woodland,

Stone Partridge Piilopachus Jatrosus: One in rocky woodland.

African Crake _g.‘ﬂg;‘:;:‘_‘_‘(Qﬁqgggp‘j.‘g_zwgm‘g: Quive common in damp droinagd aress,

Senegal Busterd Bupodotis senesolensis: One and two respuctively soon In
light woodlend 37 milos and 40 miles north of Gorou.e

Senogal Thidk-kneo Burhinus (Oudi.cnomun) Bepapadonsin: Ono on tho Boruwe at






