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is probably harder to become proficient at than the feeding habits of
most passerines, Which may help to explain the long parental assoclatlon

The cond1‘clons under which the two broods were raised were:different,

When the first brood fledged no significant rain had fallen and e.g,
butterflies in the garden were scarce (independent butterfly trapping
confirma thls) Rain fell with increasing regularity during May and

resumably the availability of switable prey increased (certainly butter-
flies d1d§ When the second brood fledged it will have been in the middle
of the 'deep' rains, when the difficulties of a young bird learning to
fend for itself are probably even further increased, :

2, In species with obvious sexual dimorphism it seems uncommon for the

more conspicuous bird to share equally in brooding on an open nest, The

basically brown female was relatively inconspicuous, even when the leaves
... Were abgent; the black and vhite male was much.more easily seen even when

sitting S"Llll and at least this individual advertised himself at the

nest by voice and the length of time he took settling down, tumlng his

- whitetbreast in various directions, Presumably predators present little

- problem, (a) because of the altost complete isolation of thé itres;” thus
O v:.«rtually barmng ‘snakes and squlrrels, and (b) becduse of thé fierce

¢ap;poamance oi the: blrds é crested and wi l:h brlgh’s yellow eye and aggress:.ve
o behzwlour o : Lt Do
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bfdrthmEast Sta’ue, I saw 'bhree adult male and ole female OS‘EI‘:LCheS.E -
This" constrbui:es the only rcoent record of" the’ specles in ngema,

Brown Booby Sulu, leucoe:as‘ser "_'_”'j. ",'.". T P
On 11 th and 12th July 19”?'@ ‘an '1mma1:ure booby wag- present off ‘the
breakWaters of the Lagos: Lagoon mouth, 'DUrifg ‘the first day it fighed

contlnua,lly in the intérfice of sedand lagdon, a water'area always
full of fish, :On the second mornlng :Lt had ceased feedlng ancl probably

departed at mld da;y'. s
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: The bird was clearly smallor than the Buropeatn Gahnel Bular bassana,
belng yery agile and: at-times planing .about dike a shearwater,: I'ts::
plumage was rather unlform, overall brown with a paler shade ion- the’
gecondary coverls and distinctly lighter areas in the centre of the
underving and belly giving a faint indicétion of the adult plumage
pattern No speckllng was VlSlble in the field,

Bannerman (19;j) indmcates that. this species ig abuhdant around
Fernando Po but gave no definite record for Nigeria, Sander (1956)
mentions three betwaen June.and November, all in or outside the: lagoon
méuth, This is therefora -only the fourth record: for Nigeria,
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wOn Tth Decombar 1970 I found an immabure drake Pochﬂrﬂ*ﬂythxa

oL forigg on & small pool near the' hore:rnortherly: of. theitwo river bridges

about 15 miles south of Kano,; I:wab able to approath wiihin 20 yarde
and nole in particu]ur tho chcatnut head and dark cpggt contrasﬁing
with a groy body. T .

Reforanow to Bannerman (1933) and Elgood (t966) dhow this Lo be
tho second most southerly record in Nigoriu
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anpet—facod Vullure Aopyptuﬂ Lracho1rotns ;i 

., On. 84h Danombnr 1970 aboui ten - nilen weat! of Potlakum, I BAW & -
laxge blacklish vulture sitting. on:top of A dead tree, Since’ Ifw&atin

a moving car, liitle detnil could be seoen but I certainly saw o naked
area of dark pink flesh on the side of thé&-head, Oni the same’dayiT had
anple opportunity to compave my impressgion:of the bird with three other
vultures, namely . the White-headed Triponoteps. occipitalis:, ' the Whitéé
backed Gyps bengalenlzis and . the Sociable Neophron monachug, Tt was i-
none of these. T

On the next: day (9th December) I wa. Bet afoot by:a car breakdown
28 miles south of Damsturu, The. country. was: l1éxgely. forest reserve and
vultures and other raptors wereivery prominent. 'In.the course:of
journies. to and from Damaturw; I sgv two.laige vultures which: recalled
the bird of ‘the previous day.-One ol thesg:eiforded éxcéellent flight
views at close range for five minutes -and was undoubtedly a Lappet-faced
Vuliure Aegypiue trachelioctos, Tbe 1dent1f10atlon wag based on the
following description:- . : :

Size larger than any other species present (includlng Ruppell 8
Gr! € mn Gyps_ruppollii with noticeably wider wing-spdn, ‘squars |
1Lngwaet and short tail; plumige blackish-<brown relieved only: by
pale chest ruff, heav1ly~streaked whitish.underpirts and: moti$1L:6d:
-whitish leg 00verts which contrasted withidaxltswing’ liningsl: forem
heoad and noticeably heavy bill greyish-flesh.dontrasting: wiith::
dark n aclc.‘ L . w0 g T

The pattern of. tho underparts Cparticularly the- streaking) 1mmediately
dlatinguished tho bird.from all other vulitures present,- _

It secms clear thot this species may be more common in N, Nigeria
than publishod roferences indicate, A,J. Hopson considered it resident
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,and frequent at Hallamfatorl und thoru oo rcoords from threo or four
" other places, It may well be commoner Lhun ornlthologletq in the ‘*ﬂf
North»Dast State V. - R o

Fooert i . " '
Collared Pratlncolo Pratnncola nucha1la

" n )th Septembor 1970 T sow what I fizat took to bo o whito~rum1
potrel near the smaller breakwaler al Tarkwa, Layoa On the 6th I
re-found the bird and another identical to it, On clomo observation '
they proved to he immature Collared Pratincolos Iratincola nuchalin, t
spoci.ed. normally restrictod in West Afrien bo Lho rocks of inland
=riVQrs. s - : g

Apart from thojr rod bi]lu und logs, thoir plumagu var ossontiall
o combination of grey-brown (upperparts and chost) black (flight
feathers and tail, c@ntre) and “white (toil covorte, tall baso and oldor
Their rogemblance in pouring pain to potrels wap uncanny, :

sandor (1956) montionod occurrences at” Lupoa in Soptembor-and
October 1949, These aro thorefore. only bhu Lhird nnd fourth rmccrda
for coastal 8.V, ngorla ur.;=

prte-hivie

Durmng tho oarly moraan oF glh Ducombur, 1970, T journeyod from
Maidugurd te the forest reserve south of Danieburu, On threo occasions
during. this - Journoy, at Beni Sheik neax Dorkalwa and north of (fujba,
T sow o gpecies.of dove now to me in Nigerda, ALl views wero of birds
in flight only but in the first and sccond cases, thoy came within a
fow yards of mg and the plumnge pathrn was thoroforo clear, I was
also able to comparc thom with av leant six other speclos of dove
within minutes or two houra.al Lhu most and doocribe thom as follows:.

Size betwsen Turtle DOVP lvogiopnT .o turtur and Niger Hournlng ‘
Dove Streptonelin d001p10ﬂﬂ, flieht met und aection closeut to
__1atter but less bulky and faoter, plumage pule and lacking
" definite marks, being ﬂcnu“ully buff vith a greyish or mauve
bloom at cortﬂ¢n angles, flight puttern. digtinet from nll othor
specles with wing shouxnp mnrked conbrast of blackish ended
primaflea with greyish wing coverts. and linings and undertall
showing a broand; whito terminal band contrasting with dark. but

not black base hcad un'¢nr1 ultn bod;, short bluck 0ollur “ark

on neck

T find the identification of cortain Nigerinn doves troubleso:e but
I a2 in no doubt that these birds (four ﬂltO"OLhGT, two at Benin.
Sheik) were Collared. Doves: 3lnfptgpgt twgnga;&gcn In all three

localwties, they were in: thoir typlcal (huropea niche of cultivatio
near hunan hdhltatlon. L o -

Baniéroan (1953) 15 not specific alout the cscurrence of this
bird in NWigeria but it is in fact cornon betweon Sokoto and Lake Chad
The above records wero made about 80 rnllens 5, of that latitude,
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Acacis Warbler Apalis pulchella

On 8th Decenber 1970 in an acacia thicket about 20 niles mouth
of Potiglun on the road to Maiduguéi I saw what I fivet took to be &
yellowish Phylloscopus, ;Closer views made it-cleéar that whils it was
a warbler, .1t was new. %o ne, The following descriptisn is badéd on a
' fiqlq sl&:e"tch;‘.ﬁ . ol - L R S S

-+ 8mall Phyllogeopug-like warbler, shape differing only in spilder
bill and longer, gradunted tail; plumegé essentially greenish-grey
above relieved by yellowish around eye, -slightly darker wings and
tail feathers which also showed striking white tips, underparte

~apparently wholly warri yellow, Bill brown, legs reddish flesh,
wor The bird was feeding. quietly in Qaﬁopy folinge and searching

_hard for insects, . .- . .o

Bannermon (1953) is not specific about the occurronce in Nigeria
of the Acacla Warbler Apalis pulchella but reforemce to that work and
Mackwor th-Praed and Grant (1953) left ne in no doubt that it was this
speclos that I had seen, That it does ocour in Nigeria ig shown by
-governl records nade on the weatern side of Lake Chad by 4..J. Hopson

but dta oocurrence-noar'Po%iskun-repregenté]a.range gxtension of about
160 nlles W,S,V, R T : 3 Coe
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NOTES

A SPECIES NEW TO NIGERIA

RED--BACKED SHRIKE Lonius collurio AT LAGOS

The bird was first seen 23, Novenber.1970.on Victoria Island
and collected 26 Novenber,

DESCRIPTION: Immature nale, Length 6 3/4 inches, Upperparts: Forehead
and crown brown speckled with darker brown, buff and rufous, Nape

brown without speckling. Back and scapulars rufous barred with darlk
brown edged with buff, Runp sinilar but glightly greyer brown, Upper
tail coverts like back but with more buff, Coverts extend 1 3/4" down
tall, Retrices: Upper side dark brown, slightly rufous, Tips worn :
but three outernost puirs have narrow buffy-white tips with narrow dark
brown subterninal bands. Oubter web of outer retrices cream colored,
Next three pairs have narrow crean edging on outer edge, this light
edging docreasing in length inwards, Tall slightly graduated, outernost
retricos being 5 nm, shorter than womm niddle pair, Middle retrices
becone narrower Lowards tip, presenting a slightly pointed appearance,






