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FURTHER NOTES ON BORGU BIRDS

BY
“Trank Walsh

4 fairly comprehensive account of birds recorded in Borgu hag
previoualy.appearaﬁ‘in the Bulletin Wells and Walsh (1969, Bull; Niger,
Orn. Socy, § (21): 1-25, and 6 (23): 63-93), Certain additional =
informtion was gathered in 1969 and is reported herein.

SPECIES NOT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED FROM BORGU -

Afrlean Dﬁurﬁ Bl t¥ern, IxXobrychus sturmii..ldéhtified ab ﬁwo,small'm&rahea
in the Kednjl atrea on 27th June, 3et.August, and 18th, 20th, dnd 28th
Octobor 1969, Probably a wet season vigitor, ~ 0 .

Poregrine Taloon, TFalco peragrinus;_m‘sinalo bird seen attacking
- poultry at New Busma on 29th October 1969, - S

Whi. to-thioatod Pranoslin, Pravicolinis albopularis, Probably a local
ropident in the Borgl Geime Reserve, positively identified duxing April
to August incluaive, N R ' B o

Coaplan Tern, Storna techepravd, A pair bolow the Kainji Dam spillway

on 12th and 13th Novenber 1969, These birds woro originally noted by
Dr, C,H, Fry on the 12th Noveiber, Try (Bull, Nigor, Orn, Soc, 7 (25/26):
7-23), Thoy wore not present subgequently. Seer also Walsh (1969, Bull,
Migor, Orn, Soc, § (23): 105-106), for a report of a Caspisn Torn on tho
Niger noxrth of the Dorgu area, o e

Redpato Grass Warbler, Clsticole ruficeps. Sight records and seversl

!

netted during Juno to October inclusive 1969, in degraded Savamna .

(Sub~Sudan) at New Bussa, L ] | . s
Red-hended Quelex, Quslea erxthrops.'The rocords listed below were all

obtained in 1969,

4 males, 3 females st Kontagora river bridge on the Kdinji-
Mokwa road on 27th June, :

Several of both sexes netted at Kainji on 8th Aupust,

3 males at Kalama dam on 5th Soptember, |

5 males at Agwarra dam 16th July,

All four localities were visited in previous wet seasons without Queleas
being recoxded, It is noteworthy that Fry (1965, Bull., Niger. Orn. Soc.

2 (5): 917, reportod that §, erythrops was common at Shika Fadama in

the wel senmon 1959 ageording to P, Ward, but had not been seen gubsequ-
ontly, The Robinsons (1966, Bull, Nigem, Om, Soc, 3 (9): 11-12), recorded
8 pinglo male in June at Ilesghn, This sugeests that. erythrops is a
wandering or eruptive species. However, in Borgi, tho 1969 records muy
have arison as a result of the birds losing their preferred habitats,
“owing to tho fomation of the lake (Foge Island may have.boen suitable
over thousands of ncros), S
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My only other record of this speclea is of a puir at tho fool of
Tgbetti Rock on 5th July 1968, :

In addition to the above six species, the Little Green Bulbul,
Andropadug vireng, White-broved Toreat Flycaloher, Fraseria cinerasceng,

Collared Sunbird, Anthreptea collaris and O0live Sunbird, Nectarinla
olivaces . were seen in the Shalffini Swamp Forest during 1969 and will De

dealth with in a separate paper. .

SPECITS PREVIQUSLY REPORTBD TROM._BORGU - SUPPLEMENTARY lNPORHATION

Pintail, Anas acuta. One at New Buass sowage! lagoon. 2nd- Noveiher 1969.
This species wag also recopded.in, the previous two yoars, gugaeaLinp
th&b a few alwaya penetrata intg: central Borpuy..

Black-winged Pratincole, Glardbla hordmanni. Dowsott (1968 Bull. Mpgor,
Orn, Soc.. 5 (20): 95), xeporting this spocies from Lake Chad has
discusped Lts status in West Afrdca, The Borgu records add Bpectucular]y
to the other data so it seems worthwhlle $6 olaborato on tho provious
brief entyy in the' Checlklist, Flocks' definitoely of this spocles (blLock
wnderwing’ coverts carefuliy ‘theckad in many inddviduula) worelﬂ@on on. .
the Niger river in the Shagunnu ares as follows: |

w00 en T th January 1967 0 o o e p
e g 80" bn tmt Tebrwary 1967 -~ . T
'“”“T‘Ff 150 “on’ 16%h Tebruary 1967 o

»Also, atflook of ca.. 200 on, Bth December 1966 Vero probnbly thig mpoc;un.
' 800-1,000 West African Pratincole, Glareola;pratincola wore progent din
the. game area on 15th Decewmber 1966 and in smaller numbers subgoquently
until ‘axly Moy~ ‘(at least), andled to initiad. confusion, Hence tho
flocks  seefr‘in January and - Fobruavy 1967 were vory carefully oxaminud
At no time were the two species associnted togother in mixed flocks,

D, Wells, at that time workirg irdependently and unbeknown to mo, hud
similar experience on the same stretch of river, and recorded G, rordmunni
on several ocoasions:until 1Qth April 1967.

i, I

Between December 1967 and April 1968 I made ten visits to the arca during
which I recorded @, pratintola in flocks& up to 1,000 strong but in spite
very oareful examination, at close quarterq, of many individuale, no
further G. nordmanni were detedted,

Frpm “the' Borgu observations it‘seems possible that theé migration pattern
of G, nordmenni summarised by Dowsett (op, cit.) may not be the whole
story and that thls speties may prdve to. 'winter' somowhere in tho

1nuhdat10n‘zode of “the Nig@r rxver, comlng further south in cxcuptmonnl
‘ Seasons, ' s o

|‘

,Speckled Plgaon, Columba gylnea Prlor to the formation of tho Inko thio
speciesihad: not been seen in the Kainji area, thoush common in northoern
Borgu.. I't was seen occasiopally from Octobor 1968 and appeared to have
established iteself at New Bussa by November 1969,
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- Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaanus. Slnce Elgood ot al, (1966
;,Ibls 108 84—116) reported, it:-has become clear that the Sedge Warbler
ih;lﬂ a muqh more ; compion: and- wideapreadfvmsltor to Vest Afrita,'I% has -

o 1Pr9V10u31Y been raported frrom-Borgu: in ‘the spring of 1968 Wella and

:';;jWalsh (op. eit,). Additional records ard glven ‘below,

'Several on- Niger Tiver “banks' between Yblwa—&akace (north of
.. Borgu)ion 5th December 1968
JER Several on patches of sudd in the Foge area of tha lake on
v " 26%h December 1968. N
2, poseibly more, on lakeside vegetation, Kalngl 1at March 1969.
.3 Or more in hedge bordering the Niger Club New Bussa throughout
T April 1969,
o Singles at. the New, Buesa sawage lagoon on’ 7th and 22nd April,
' .7 ond.on the exceptionally late date of 31st May 1969
o 1 at Kaihjl dapsite 2nd Ma) 1969 .
to 2 at.Sanchita (near ?ategl¥
~7_(south of Borgu) e ; ‘ SRS

Tt scens likely that some’ blrds Wore w1nter1ng 1n the . POge Ialand
area of the Lake and also on - the marshytrxver banks north of Yelwa,
“lfThare W&B "also, clcarly al sizeable movemani through the area in Aprll
with stragglera in May, oot e

..,.

Quail T&nch, fora 'oS'1za atrlcollls. This specmes Was first detected
.on 10th Tebruary 1969, Tt wag, subsequently geen or heard on almost every
viait o the Kainji dansite. uhtil my final visit on-11th; October 1969,
It wgs dlso. ‘seen flylnﬁ ovur the New Bussa sewage Lagaon durlng July %o
. Beptember and ‘at Agﬁhrrd dam in February? June. and July., Although it may
have. been ovorlooked. prév1ously it seeqs.more 1ikely that:-the formation
of ﬁhe lake causéd changes 1n 1ts dlstrlbutlon p@tfern in. “the area.

: Localmtlas mentloned 1n thesa notas- afe qhown on, maps in Wells
and Walsh (op. cit ) S [E S RN
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NEW DEVULOPMENTS IN WETLAND CONBERVATION

i - W
. i I:'-f.. ﬂhm'.
. 5' .o .\,a‘l-' K ,.' S : )
SR T e
. e S R N A A S
L ' o hr . P [

Roy H. Parker A ﬁi"“
~ It was w1th considerablo gratlflcatlon that T Tead recently a
raport on the Intornatlonal Copferende o' the Conservatmon of Wetlands
and Watarfowl held in Iran on February Zrd, 1971 '
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