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- Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaanus. Slnce Elgood ot al, (1966
;,Ibls 108 84—116) reported, it:-has become clear that the Sedge Warbler
ih;lﬂ a muqh more ; compion: and- wideapreadfvmsltor to Vest Afrita,'I% has -

o 1Pr9V10u31Y been raported frrom-Borgu: in ‘the spring of 1968 Wella and

:';;jWalsh (op. eit,). Additional records ard glven ‘below,

'Several on- Niger Tiver “banks' between Yblwa—&akace (north of
.. Borgu)ion 5th December 1968
JER Several on patches of sudd in the Foge area of tha lake on
v " 26%h December 1968. N
2, poseibly more, on lakeside vegetation, Kalngl 1at March 1969.
.3 Or more in hedge bordering the Niger Club New Bussa throughout
T April 1969,
o Singles at. the New, Buesa sawage lagoon on’ 7th and 22nd April,
' .7 ond.on the exceptionally late date of 31st May 1969
o 1 at Kaihjl dapsite 2nd Ma) 1969 .
to 2 at.Sanchita (near ?ategl¥
~7_(south of Borgu) e ; ‘ SRS

Tt scens likely that some’ blrds Wore w1nter1ng 1n the . POge Ialand
area of the Lake and also on - the marshytrxver banks north of Yelwa,
“lfThare W&B "also, clcarly al sizeable movemani through the area in Aprll
with stragglera in May, oot e

..,.

Quail T&nch, fora 'oS'1za atrlcollls. This specmes Was first detected
.on 10th Tebruary 1969, Tt wag, subsequently geen or heard on almost every
viait o the Kainji dansite. uhtil my final visit on-11th; October 1969,
It wgs dlso. ‘seen flylnﬁ ovur the New Bussa sewage Lagaon durlng July %o
. Beptember and ‘at Agﬁhrrd dam in February? June. and July., Although it may
have. been ovorlooked. prév1ously it seeqs.more 1ikely that:-the formation
of ﬁhe lake causéd changes 1n 1ts dlstrlbutlon p@tfern in. “the area.

: Localmtlas mentloned 1n thesa notas- afe qhown on, maps in Wells
and Walsh (op. cit ) S [E S RN
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NEW DEVULOPMENTS IN WETLAND CONBERVATION
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Roy H. Parker A ﬁi"“
~ It was w1th considerablo gratlflcatlon that T Tead recently a
raport on the Intornatlonal Copferende o' the Conservatmon of Wetlands
and Watarfowl held in Iran on February Zrd, 1971 '
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The article (Wetland Conservatlon -~ Shooting Times and Country..

Vagazine 15th May, 1971 by .Jeffery. Harrieon) repovts. in dotndl many of
-recommendations made to. the conference, these lncludod tho qomplobe
*”protection of - several Wctlands of ‘Interndtional importance undor threat

of destructlon, ag well. as oll pollution, Bolos of pesticides in undor~
devaloped countrlas, wetland reseaxch in Africa ond the regularization
of wild fowling praobloes throughout Luropc Asma and Africa,

Howevbr, the most ex01t1ng step forwnrd in wotland conaarvution
occurred in the opening speech of the conforence and quoto from

B

.Harrison 8 articlev—_.‘ L - B e

S RE

"The conferenoe was.oponed'by HIM Princa ﬁbdorreza, who ruad

Bt g personal message from HIM the Shah, This camo to a drvamatic

. conclusiontwhen the Sheh, cxpressing the gront conviction of
Y nig country that ments natural environment must bo pqctnohod
. for the ‘good .of all, wenb with ah offer %o place one of Iran's
Hwetlands of . apecial globel significange in joint truet with o
auitable 1nternational agency such as ‘the Unitbd Nntions
Organisation, to he consorved for. all;mankind :

::i would not, like to have had to find" words adoquatu to axXprosE”
- the feelings of all those present, This- foll to Profonsor
' Geoffrey Matthews, Honorary, Director of %he IWRD, who ‘roso to

s o vrbhe ocdagioft’ wheh he sdidn "JG could” not ‘toresce that wo Wore

v i to e presbnt ‘at such ‘an historic monment. as this has become,

oot Theshedr magniflcunce of His Imperial Mujosby a vieion lonvos

"Q P g ‘breathlesd) ‘Iran has leapt to the forefrontof the nations

by b@lng ‘the' flrsﬁ to take the giant stride of offering to
¢ ..: 'share the sdverelgnty of a part of. her ‘teyritory with the
. international ‘community for the purposes of consarvntion Thin
‘Wlll indeed be seen-as .a iturning point in man 9, andnavour to
safeguard his environment,"

There could have been no better start for the confurence
and it was now up to the delegates to finalise the toxt of the
long-awaited convention, The purposc of this convention is that
each ratifying state  shall submit 4 list of its wetlandy of
international significance at the time of gigning, which it
will safeguard and endeavour to improve in co~operation with
other states, If such a wetland is lost under very cxceptional
circumstances, then that state will ondeavour to nominnte a
suztable replanement T ST L :

Harrison then flniahos tho artiele-~

"Without doubt conservation himstory was wado at Runsar,
where those ccncerned with wildfowl showed how to et on
together in. this world, ilrrespoctive of politics or creed or

- the good of something We' all bollevo in." f

Such a goature;left overyone: “almost spe@chloﬂa und 1 cortnin]y
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One can only hope that the laxidazical approach to watland

conservation in Nigeria may be given a spur. by the results of the
Ramsar conference, and that the various states conservators re-appraise
the situation of areas such as Neurir, and various other localities in
the Hadejia valley, ds well as several of the major fadaias in North
Pastorn, :Noxth Central, Kano and .North. Western States, where the whole-
sale killing and trading in Nigerian protocted birds continues, ...

. @pparently unabated, o T e
7 Mandlly one Looks with pleasure at théiﬁenug*;,Piateuu“Sﬁéf%fé:f

move to tfford complete protection to Nigeria's only breeding'colony
of thé Rosy Pelican Pelocanus Quocratlatus on Wase Rock, even though

* the colony itself is inaccessiblo %o all but the most exporienced -

- mowntainesrs. The move does, however, show a growing awarensys of
Nigeria's: avifauna and I sincerely hope that the gtate will sponsér the

Tesearch required.to find out exactly where the pelicons:feed during

the,breoding.seQSqn (Damﬁap,_on the Benue River hag: been' oited): and -

really attompt soimo organised protegtion fox this speoies:ib ity most

o0 .

vunérable_timo,(i.e;,on,thb'feadingfgrOunda), - SRR
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. The ared through which the Benue River and its, tributariés flow

cpntaing bouthor fhinoa savama vogotation, with patohes of gallozy’
foropts. along, stroams and also rain forsst to the south and. eadt of
Takun and, néar’ the Cameroons border, south of Katsira Ala. Division.
The TprQC6Sjafe'a_groupiof bixds_mofe'oftan'heardfthan‘seén'eﬁcept
for the common;Grey Plantain Bater; Their distribution follows the,
vagetafibh'qreéé.Which thé=particu1ar.spécies_favdhr."However;'ﬁhéré
i considerable overlapping of several speciod, Here are some notes on
diatribﬁtionfof;Tulacos:} e S BRI
_f_‘h{GﬁihealTﬁrééo.‘Tauraéb persa persa, The typical subspecies is
found here, Location: Gallery forests near Benue River ot Makurdi;

car mountein, near Ghboko; southern Tiv areas in the mountaine . near
the Camercons. border, that ig, ‘sopth and southwest of Jato. Akaa. Seen
also at Béta,.25'milesra,ﬁ,hof.quum,fﬂéfmilés east of Talkum; common
in thé forests arownd Bissaula. (40 miles south of Takum) and eastward
from there to Baimsa, These last 2 aregs are.in.Shrdaunn Province, -
N.B., State, The birds call kwa-kwa-kwa-kwa~lwa~kws, offen in unison,
The ¢all is very low-pitched,





