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Short Notes

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis, new to Camercon

On 30 March 1991 I saw a Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis at Lake Barombi
Mbo, Cameroon. Lake Barombi Mba is a crater lake surrounded by lowland rainforest
near Kumba, South West Province. [ saw the bird at 07.00 hours on the Kumba side of
the lake. At its nearest it was about 40 m away and was under constant cbservation
between dives for about two minutes before moving out towards the centre of the lake.
Tt was alone but near to a party of six Little Grebes Tachybaptus ruficollis. The bird
was in predominantly winter plumage although the neck was almost completely black
indicating the start of summer plumage. The white breast could be seen underneath.
Other features, which set it apart from the Slavonian Crebe P. auritus, including the
peaked head, uplilted bill, and lobe of white extending from the cheeks almost to the
crown, could all clearly be seen. The flanks were dirty white with strong dark
streaking.

There is no reference to any previous sightings from Cameroon in Brown e/ al.
{1982) or Louette (1981).
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Observation du Grébe & cou noir au Sénégal

Le statut africain du Grdbe & cou noir Podiceps nigricollis, est en grande partie
inconnu (Brown et al., 1982). Les populations d' Afrique du nord ont décliné pour se
limiter aujourd'hui & des migrateurs paléarctiques, alors qu'une population résidente
existe en Afrique du sud avec des extensions dans la vallée du Rift, Entre ces deux
extrémes, 1’espice peut se rencontrer avec une distribution discontinue. Au Sénégal
seule une observation a été faite jusqu’ici, le 23 déc 1980 par Poorter et al. au Parc
National des Oiseaux du Djoudj (dans Morel & Morel, 1990). Il s'agissait de trois
sujets en plumage hivernal d’origine indéterminée.





