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NOTES®S

'ON_THE DIETS OF WARBLERS, WEAVERS AND OTHER GHANATAN BIRDS - In a study of’
blood parasites, about 300 Ghanaian birds, mostly passerines, were
collected during the dry seascns of 1972 and 1973 (Wink & Bennett, 1976,

J. Wildl. Disease 12: 587-590). Since data on the diets of African species
are often limited, their stomach contents were studied and are summarized
here. Birds were caught with mist nets near Accra, Bunso and Yeji in
February-aApril. Gilzzard contents were analyzed usually within one to four
hours after killing them. Since food was digested to some extent it was
generally possible to identify items only to ordinal level,

About 220 birds of 31 species, which included two kingfishers, five
bulbuls and thrushes, 12 warblers and seven weaver birds, were analyzed
for their gizzard contents; the findings are summarized in Table 1. The
diet of the two kingfisher species consisted of insects. Pjled Crows Corvus
albus had been feeding on waste near human settlements. Whereas the
various bulbuls and thrushes had eaten insects as well as fruits, all of
the warblers had consumed only insects. Among the weavers seeds predomin-
ated but the percentage of insects was quite substantial in some species
(but diets might well differ at other seasons) .

I am grateful to K.H. and R. Wink for their generous hospitality
during both my stays at Accra. I should like to thank Dr M. Edmunds, Dr L.
Grimes, Ch. Pickup, and Dr D. Kramer {Zoology Department, University of
Ghana) for their help apd discussion. E.O.A. Asibey (Department of Game
and Wildlife, Accra) kindly permitted the collection of the birds. Dr C.H.
Fry kindly read the manuscript and improved my English. These studies were
supported by a grant from the Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes.

Dr M. Wink
Institut fur Pharm Biol, Pockelsstrasse 4, D-3300 Braunschweig, West Germany
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