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SEASONAL MOVEMENTS OF THE PYGMY KINGFISHER CEYX PICTA IN WEST AFRICA
by Roger Wilkinson

Received 11 August 1982

In a recent paper on bird migration in southern Africa, Benscon (1982)
contrasts the regular seasonal migration of the Pygmy Kingfisher Ceyx picta
south of the equator with its apparent sedentary nature in the northern
tropics. Elgood, Fry & Dowsett (1973) could find little evidence for
migration of €. picta within Nigeria, although with more recent evidence
Elgood (1982) notes seasonal movements in some areas of the extreme north.

The purposes of this paper are to demonstrate that seasonal migration
in C. picta is widespread over the northern savannas of West Africa, and
tc emphasize the continuing need for information on the seasonal occurrence
of birds in many localities in West Africa.

SEASONAL OCCURRENCE

Recently published information cn seasonal occurrence of C. picta at
various West African localities is summarized in Table 1, where the
localities are listed in sequence of rising latitude. The data have been
culled almost exclusively from papers in Bull. Nigerian Orn. Soc./Malimbus.
Table T suggests that, in the terminclogy of Elgood et al. (l973), C. picta
is a 'southern concertina' migrant extending northwards for the rainy
season and withdrawing south again for the dry season. South of 9°N the
species is present throughout the year, whereas north of 13°N (and extend-
ing to at least 16°25'N in Senegal) it occurs only during the rainy seascn.
At intermediate latitudes it is either present all year (e.g. Pendjari and
hrli Wat. Parks), or is a partial migrant {e.g. Mole Nat. Park), or is
totally absent in the dry season (e.g. Kano); what happens probably
depends more on local conditions, like rainfall distribution and extent of
kurmi woodlands, tiian on the precise latitude.

Table 1 overleaf
Text cont. p. 108
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Ceyx picta, cont. from p. 54

The evidence available to Elgood et al. in 1973 was insufficient to
show that €. picta is migrant. With more information on seasonal ocourrence
of birds at different localities it would not be surprising to find that
other species, presently considered to be sedentary, may undertake regular
seasonal movements too.
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CORRECTION

Birds of Obudu, Malimbus 2 (1980) p 20: for Ploceus ocularis read Ploceus
nigricollis, A.E. Heaton.
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