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Short~tailed Glossy Starling: Lamprotornis chalcurus ‘chalcurug (p.1229).
On 16/5/72 two juveniles of this species were netted and ringed
in our gexden at Vom ChrLstlan Hospltal, and at the aame time two

-~ adults (the parents) were observed closely in the garden.

Opaque Tree Warblevs Hippolais pallids opeca’ (p.1024). 4An Opaque
Varbler wvas netted in our garden on 12/2/73., This is in fact the
gsecond Plateau record, since one had‘previoualy been netted at the
Veterinary StatiAn, Vom by V.1/,8mith, but had not been entered on the
Plateau Check List., (On 3/4/73 an Olivaceous Varbler ~ H.pallids

laeneni - was also neLLed in our .garden).

(Vhite's nomenclature involves substantial changes in name for two
speoiey marked ¥, Thewse are:- Coburnix chinensils adansonli Ffor

Exocalfactoris adansonii, and Calidris ferruginea for Brolia testacea.

The othei ohanges are not likely to pugzle the reader, In tho

cage of the Olivaceous Varbler [ippolaeis pallide laoneni, White

ptates that noﬁinate'ﬂtg.pallida is resident in Beypt and that
- H.pellida laeneni occurs in Vesl Africae., TD,) B : ..I
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+ A ROOST OF PIED KIWGFISHERS - Coryle wudig.

Hetta Robinson.

It was intended in the firet place that theme notes -on Cexyle
rudip should cover a period of twelve months with twice weekly
reguler observaltions being recorded, It hed been hoped to discover

Iwhether any definite wel season departures from the ‘ares ‘took place
and how many birds overall were involved in movements at the roost
or whether eggs were laid and young hatched,

Unfortunately, unavoidable intermptions occured during the
‘time scheduled for the exerclae, culminating in final doparburo from

| Vest Africa in Auﬂush 1972,
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| These notes therefore are offered ag fragments, which may

fit other fragments and thereby be of value.

'D.A.Bannerman, Birds of West and Equatorial Afrioa, Vol.1}

states that: "In some localities gatherings of Pied Kingfishers,

Ceryle rudig, have been observed towards evening, but no commnel
roost has been found". A communal roost énd possibiy a neat site
of this species has been observed with some regularity iﬁ.the
Lagoon vicinity of Lome, Togo, since October 1970, Laféer gather-
ings of birds have been seen at the roost site in the morning
between 6,30 a,m, and 7.30 a.m., then in the evening when, for the
mogt part there have been only one or two birds in evidences thias
applied alsc in Wovember and December when the number of individuls
ohgerved al the roost site was at its highest level., Sixteen birds
were counted one morning at the énd of October, However, the _
number of birds seen on vielts to the lagoor fluctuated considerably.
bome hirds appeared to be present in the ares throughout both the

dry end wel seasons,

| Straggling from west to east from Ghana through the town of

| Lome} the Lagoon 18 one of the many water courses which back the
sandubar area of Lome, forming part of the cosstal savarma zone of
Ghane which extends between the sea and the inland tropical forest,
Tta wﬁters, brackish, black and odorous albernate physically between
clear'mainstream water and patches of dense reeds, water lettuce
Pigtia stratiotess bordered by sedge with.small pools and buttressed

by & sandstone ¢liff., The supporting vegetation on higher ground
at the base of the oliff consists of small shrubs and trees, coarse
grasses, Dactyloctenium asgyptium, Eleusine indica and Baobabs

Adansonia digite. The flat table top of the emcarpment is farmed

with crops of maize and cagsave., Gloriosa superbs thrives in the

" early rains amid suvrounding thicket, The location of' the Lagoon
undar obgerveation lies just inside of the Ghana boundaries. Border
restrictions at this point seem not to prevail and pedestrian traffic
to and fro is steady, consisting mainly of Togolese fisher folk
bringing in their daily catches of Tilapie melenopleura, T.huedolotti

and Tezilli. 57



The roést'holes oceur in the face of a section of the sand-
stone oliff.; They are situated in the highest'portion of the ¢liff
and number upward of 50, 30 being located in close proximity,to_eaqﬁl
other, the remainder distiibuted haphezardly scross the roost area,
In Wovember to January when it was thought that young might be
pregent, the_area'outeide occupied holes was decorated copioualy
.With droppings. By July the'site had been washed clean by heavy
June rains.. A Baobab tree situated directly in front of the roosti

axren offered a convenient perch.

The following diary entries were made when visits to the

iagoon took place for the purpose of observing the Kingtishers,

November 9,1970: A oliff side gathering 6f 12 Pied Kinglichers wan
observed on an early morning visit to the Lagoon. Acrial
displey hetween padrs was taking plaoce acoompmﬁind by penetl-
rating trilling ca]ling} Some hinds seen Lo he ontortnp

the holes in the cliff face

July 3,1971€'Heavy reins have fallen since the last visit to the
roost ares over & month ago when few Kingfishers vere
present and there was little activity. 6 birds present on

'this date. 'The birds were leaving the arca from time Lo
time to fish in the lagoon where water is high. On their
return they entexved the holes with, it appeared, fish in

 their bills; both sexes taking part, A bird seen to be

offerring food to another.'

July 6,1971: High sotivity st the roogt, the hirds displaying and
pallipg'loﬁdly'ﬁhile appearing to be engaged in feeding
each other, even in hovering flight, Both gexes aseen to
be entering roost holes where théy were oocupied, and scre-
pin out sand with & backwazd movement of the feet, birds
algo abtaokmnp and jabbing at the rock face with their bills,

geemingly to create fresh holes,
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July 23, 1971: Hvening visit to roost. 4 male birds seen to be
‘engeged in entering and scraping out roost holes - attending
- %0 several different holeg-in turn. A single female took
‘no part in the activities but sat alone ih & small shrub
- outside the holes. A male mated with the fémale, copulation
legting 7 seconds.. Later the female briefly entered & hole,
the male hovered outside until she-reappeafed; ‘Both birds
. then flew to the hole together, hovering outside. The female
entered the hole for a longer period while the male remained
below on bhe cliff watching intently for the female vho
presently Joined him, The paix perched 1n the Baobab tree
After some mimites, the female once moxe enbered the hole
leaving the male in the tree, The male returned to the hole,
then entered another, Lmerged after & minute and seemed to
swait the female before flying back to fheltreeé‘The female
was not seen to Jeave the hole. The malé was joined in the
tree by another malo. Before the watcher left the site
there were three males in the tree and one female; it was
not known if the latber was the orlglnal female. A male
bird flew %o the tree wmth a flﬁh in his b111 teking it to

where the female was perohed.

Mvg.22, 1971: Lvening v131t to roost. 5 p.m. Both & male and &

" female perched in the Baobab trea. Thiq'pair was joined by
-another pair who flew around and over the roost before
alighting in the tree. A male bird was seen to be holdlng

& fish in its bill for five %o ten mlnutesq IThere was en

ahsence of act1v1ty at rooqt holes.
Sept.7, 1971: 7 a.m. Mo activity at woost. 3 or 4 birds in the .
v101n1tj.

| Sept 21, 1971e.7 a I, 6 blrds atl roost gite, BSeen to be in three
distinot paira° 3 males, 3 females. A bixd left to fish in
- the Lagoon. ‘The birds viere lothar gically enterlng the holes

from time to time. 4 male bird entering & hole was watched
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by the female, turning her head purposefully whilst she
weited for and observed hex m&te.. Could it pe that such
" behaviour by the malefis designed.tp gnoconrage the female
to 6ooupylthe roost holes for the purpose of ultimately
laying eggs and rearing young? Vatching period on this
~ occasion was one hour, |
~ TFollowing an absence in U.K. the next opportunlty to vimit the
aréa was ons.

Jen 11, 1972: 7 a.m, 4 birdg ot voost. 2 male blrds partiolpating
in (mock?) ocombat in mid-air, mecling over the rooot,
attacking, and repairing to the Baohab twreo., Tt was then
notiosd that there weve five birds, 3 malo, 2 fownlo.
llating or peeudo-mating appeared Lo be takilng ploco between
one poin, Another bird appeared; there wexe now 4 melos
and 2 females. The female would meem to be tho quioton
bird, calling less frequently then the male. The call of
these kingfishexs ims a loud trilling wtterance made chieflly
when in flight, in particular when tho bixds are elther in
display, play or combat. Irequent depressions of the tail

are characteristic of both smexes.

During the watcher's three and a'half months absence there is
little evidence to suppose that the roost site may have boen used
for the purpose of rearing young. Unlike last season there seems no
inerease in the number of individuals. Vhite droppings around the
exterior of the holes are absent, occurring only at favourite adult
perching places., Barmerman refers to the nesting period as being

between November and Febmaxy.

Between Jermmary 11 and ilerch 31, fow Pied Kingfishers were obmer-

ved in the area and almost never in the vicinity of the roost.
Feb 19, 1972: 1 bixd at the roost site with a Lish held in its bill,

Ilarch 20, 1972: A sighting of 5 birds in the vicinity‘nf the roont.
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After March 31 there was resumed asctivity at the site with up to
6 birds present. Oh Aprill23'6 Bide“wer@‘preéént; 2 pairs were
engaged in entering and excavating“ﬁhe'holes*in the rock face and
attempting to drill new omes. 2 malés indulged in a deal of calling
while flying back and fowrth between the roost and the Baobab tree.-

April 26, 1972: 6 birds at the roost.

ey 16, 1972: 7 a.m, 7 birds active at roost. Calling noisily
while enterlng holes, birds maklng frequent forays to the

Lagoon to fish, ¢ females only in group of 7.

lay 30, 1972: Ta.m, 8 birds at roost site in 4 olearly deflnltive
pairs. [ach pair located outgide a hole, Both mexes
calling end entering holes, Occasionally a pair or a gingle
bird would. take off to fly round in a cirecle returning to
the original perch, Presently.all 8 birds left the site end
flew off in a westerly direotion. Some soon retuined while

others hovered and dived into the lagoon,

During ey a Dutch Company moved into the area to commence a
‘reclamation and draining project. The road to the lagoon became
'impassable with the area rendered unpleasant hy the noise..of
machinery plus a surfeit of people. In June the writer left for a
spell in Nigeria and soon after returning to Lome had to quit the

soene altogether,

'Reports frdm'Lome by people interested in the obsérvations

1ndioate bhat the technologlo&l upheaval has resulted in many birds

| 1eav1ng the area, Of Ceryle rudis there is no mention,

Aoknowladpemenb='
“Gratoful thanks to Gamal El Dln Bakri Pntomologlst, V.0.0., for

'_klndly 1dent1fy1ng Sp601es of TILAPIﬂ
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