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EDITORTAL

In the previous lssue of the Bulletin Bob Sharlend outlined the reasons
for the long delsy in ite eppearance. Now that Hilary I'ry and John Elgood
have returned from the wilds of Australasin lthe Dditorship of this number of
the Bulletin has been something of & joint effort. Once more the physical
production side has been undertaken by Mré E,Varr, Lo whom we would like

- to express our gratitude. Tt is this journal that was our reason For

originally constituting the Societyf

Ag anfioned in the last Bulletin, it is expected that Professor Brian
Harris, at the Department of Biological Sciences, A.B.U., Zaria, will be
taking over the Bditorship in 1975 and this hand-over will be facilitated
- by the fact that two of us expect to be in Nigeria at the time of change.
Hilary Fry will be visiting A.B.U. for the academic term from Jdnuary 1o
Maxrch 1975 and Bob Shafland is expecting to be taking up o new appoiniment,
of longer duration, in Keno. It is very much hoped thet this will not
only smooth the way for the new Edltorshlp, but will also help to give the

Society in general something of a spur to the recruitment of new members,

The revival of the Bulletin depends, of course, on the submission by
members of fresh material for inclusion. Dated lists of birds seen in
little-visited areas are always acceptable and quite brief articles cen
be submitted to John Elgood et 11 Parkside Avenue, Littlehampton, Suspex

or to Professor Brian Harris at A.B.U., Zaria.

Despite the article appearing elsewhere in this number which ie
somewhat critical of the final volumes of Mackworth-Praed and Grant!'s
"Afrdican Handbook of Birds", we feel that the Wigerian Ornithologista!



.

Dociety should pay tribute to Cyril Mackworth-Praed who died at the

age of 83 on 30th June 1974, Ever since his co~guthor, Capt Cland -
Grant, died in 1958, at a tlme when only the First Serles for Bagtern
Africa had been oompleted Col Praed had worked alone for the comple~
tion of this mammoth task.. In his last years it was only determination
~ to complete the work that kept him going. Failing health had made life
8 struggle, and a less resolute man would have enjoyed & more leisurely
and less painful retirement. A work on the scale of the now cémpleted
gix volumes, covering the whole African Continent and its 1500 species
of birds, is an undexteking so vest that inaccuracies are bound to be
present, due partly to the continuous influx of new data and partly

to failure in éommunication s0 that we, working in a comparatively
small ares of Afrioa; can spot details we know to be incormect, ox

more often only helf-trutha. Nevertheless, we who came to Nigeria
when even the eightnﬁolume work of Bannerman was incompleté, would

have given our rightlhanda to have had 'Mackworth-Praed and Grant!.

A very high'proporﬁion of the total avifeuna is now illustrated in
colour and the arrangement is so good that one can find the faots one

18 seeking with the minimum of unnecessary reading,

Finelly, it could well be remarked that the existence of the
Nigerian Ornithologiste' Society, with its publication of the Buiietin,
is helping to ensure ﬁhat future writers on African birds will have
more data to hand than had éithef Bannerman‘or-Mackworth—Praed‘ahﬁ
Grant. o S
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