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BIRDS OF LAGOS, NIGERIA

by J. Gee and J. Heigham

(Continued from p. 51)

Part II
SYSTEMATIC LIST

This part of the paper treats systematically all species cbserved at
Lagos during the period 1966 through 1975 together with those menticned in
the literature as having occurred there previcusly. Nomeneclature and
sequence follow Parker (1970), which is based on White (1960-1965), except
that we have awarded specific status to Centropus toulou and Motacilla

aguinp.

The bar-graphs sumnarize by month the recorded observations of the
species. When no symbol is shown against a species it is because the date(s)
of occurrence are not known. Symbols in the bar-graphs signify the following:

i many observations

++ +++ + few observations
88 reported by Sander (1956-57) Not recorded
BB reported by Bannerman {(1930- 1966-1875

51, 1953) or by Bates (1930)

An asterisk to the left of the bar-graph indicates that cne or more
specimens of that specles was secured during 1966-1975 and preserved,

'Current Status and Remarks' give the present status (1966-1975)
including relative abundance, and compare present with former status accor-
ding to Sender (1956-57). If there is no mention of the former status, it
means that no appreciable change has been observed. This sections also
presents. dates and other details for species considered rare or ctherwise
deserving justification, and includes very brief comments on habits, nesting,
ete. where that is considered new or useful. Abbreviations:

RE - pernanent resident
BR ~ breeds in Lagos area

PM - Palearctic migrant DIMY - D. I. M. Wallace
EM - Ethiopian migrant JBH - J. B. Heigham
DSV - dry season visitor JHE - J, H. Elgood
RSV - rainy season visitor JPG - J, P. Gee

OV - occasional visitor MFF - M. ¥. Torrester

7 - status uncertain
NRR - no recent record (19G6-75)
NLS - not listed by Sander
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Species not included

Sander listed four species not recognised herein. FReretta aris
has now been incorporated in Egretta garzetta., Both Sander and Bannerman
included Stema anasthetus on the basis of Bourdillon's 1941/42 report that
he found it the second commonest of the tems in and around Lagos harbour,
Although anaethetus nests on islands in the Gulf of Guinea, there have been
no other records and it is highly wnlikely it was ever common in our area.
Cisticola juncidis has been removed primarily on the basis of Sander's
description of 1fs voice, which fits galactotes not juncidis; there have
been no other records at Lagos or elsewhere on the south-western coast of
Nigeria. Finally, Nectarinia Johannae, which Sander included on the basis
of one sight record of a presumed female, has been deleted because Lagos is
well outside its known range and additional evidence should be obtained
before it is included,

During 1966-75 single spoonbills Platalea sp. were twice seen at Lagos
but not identified as to species. Other species which have not been included
for lack of sufficient evidence are Buteo buteo, Faleo chiquera, Burhinus
oedicnemus, Calidris bairdii, Psalidoprocne nitens, Gisticola cantans and
Nectarinia minulla, These species are nentioned only because they have been
reported elsewhere in recent literature, and because it is felt that some of
them may eventually prove to be present at Lapgos,
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