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. PALAEARCTIC MIGRANTS AT VOM, PLATEAU PROVINCE,

OVER FIVE SEASONS

‘Phe use of mist-nets in a well-wooded compound can reveal the
presence of numerous speciles, local and migrant, which otherwise
might be overlooked (sec IFry, Bull., N.,0.8. 1 : 6). I have lived in
the same house at Vom (9° 50' N., 8° 50! E.) for the last six years,
a house with an ncre of cbmpound which is well covered with shrubby
vegetation, shaded by tall trees, and lying to the North side of Vom. .-
Surrounding Vom is a wlde area of open farmed grassland, rocky hills, .
and dama, with 1little cover in the wéy of tress and bushes except in
a fow forest reserves. Thore éééms to be a tendency for migrant

gpecies to concontrate in an 'igland’ of vegetﬂtion like Vom, because

of the absence of cover elsewhere,

During 1he last fivo seasons (1960/1 to 1964/5S, referred to sub— _
sequently as 81 to SS respectively) a total of nearly 800 palaearctic‘
migranta, of 19 SPGGIOE, have been netted and rlnged in Vom (thls |
figure excludes Yellow Wagtalls Motacilla flava ringed at the Vom L
roost (sece Sharland Bull., N.0,8, 5 ¢ No birds notted and ringed"ﬁ

in my compound have so far been recovered elsowhere (two Tree Plplts

Anthus corvinus were recapturpd in my compound a year after rinplng) |

and indeed the chances of recovery clsewhere on such a small total
arc remote, but rinping allows individuals to bo 1dentificd on re-
capture at the ringing stntion, and 1nformation on indivmduals (such_

ag duration of stay, welpht varrat:on otc ) can be read:ly obtalnod.l‘

After a modest start (when b small nylon mist~-nets werc used) it
bacame obvious that more nets meant more ceptures, and during the
last twolaeasons a fairly_intenaivq coverage of the compound has beon
obtained with five 20-ft. and one 60-ft, terylens mist-nets set up
strategically in the compound. Nets were left in position day and -
nipght and inspected freguently throughout the days although bate
(mainly Lpomophorus gambianne) were a prohlem, all the Scops Owla .

Otus scops were netted at nlyht and many other birds (particularly
those on pasnage) have baeen notted betwcon dawn and 0700 hre., and .

theso would have boen missed if the nots hmd bhaeen furled overniphi.

NGLH hava bepn in use durlng the following periods

Seagon Yoar Autumn - _Bpring
5L 1960~61 122,X - 1.XIT : L~ '
82 1961-62 1%,IX - 3L.XIL 1 - 30,1V
83 1962-6% 14.IX ~ 3L.XII {on leave)
B4 1963-64 7,IX = BL.XIT4+dttrdtdst2l. IIT ~ 20,V
85  1964-65% 25.VITII - 29, X4I 1L.ITL - 4,¥T

(+++444+4+ = one net only, L.I - 20,III.)
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Goverage of the compound wos similar in Sk and 85. In the: Spring
the nets were left in position for seven days after the last migrant

was caught,

During the last half of 85 (Spring 1965), in.addition to the nets
in my compound, two nets were set up in a fairly well-established
compound on the other side of Vom, anproximately 1 mile South-West of
my compound. Catches from these nets have been'included in the totals.

Suitable sites can only be found by experience. It is preferable to
have the nets shaded from thé sun during the greater part of the day.
Nete should be sited across linés of low trees, hedges or banks, where
there are podsible fly-paths. My most éffective site (where about 70%
af thé 'total Garden Warblers Sylvia borin, and many other spédies ﬁayé'

been caught) is across a bank of Allamanda, Lantana, and Poinséttin ét

the top of which is a thick Hibiscuys hedge.

General Remarks on Movements.

The Appendlx summarlses netting record~ of Pﬂlnearctlc “igronts
at Vom in Systh'tlc order. 4 brlbf review of the dlrtrlbutlon w1th1n
uigﬁrln of er ch Pppclea ta miven, with co~ ents on its nrobphlg move~'
ente. Pt Vom, two pntferns of mlgration may be recognlsed C

Movement A ; here the numbers recordpd 1n Vom are approxlmately equal

in both Autumn and Sprlng. Here 1t 1s probable that the species arrives
in the Autumn South of the Sahara in waves over A broad front mov1ng
southwards, the magorlty pa551ng South falrly rapidly beoause of o
falllng food supplles as a result of the apprOachlng dry season.
Obviously seasonal cllmatlc vnrlatlons af fect thls type of movoment
con51derably and may account for the variation in numbers of some . .
spe01es in any one locallty in dmfferent years. Intense Harmattan
probably drives most species South- ‘the reverse probably apnlles lh

the Spring, though at that time of year the northern PrOV1nces have
had little rain and the nérthern limit of the area of good foedlng
opportunities has receded South, From the dates of Capturcs in Vom ln
the Spring, the 1mpressmon has been gained that mdny birds embark dlrectly
on their Saharan crosslng from the PJateau (dnd areas in the same latn'
itude), -and this is substantiated by the pnu01ty-of Sprlnv records from
aress further North (Sharland, pers. cbwm. ). Unless otherwise stated?

the movements of a sp901es are most llkely to be of this type.

Movement B ; where Sprlng records of a specles at Vom are greatly in

4

excess of Autumn records. There are three possible explanatlons :

(1) such species -may 'overfly' Vom in the Autumn, - although why they
should do s0 when there are usually good. feﬁdlng opportunltles furthar

North at that tlme of year 15 dlfflcult to explaln..; . - “,

(2) such SpGCle may do a 'loop mlgratlon' wlthln thelr W1nteri_

quarters (of which Nigeria is only a part) Some species mlgrate

v I
| S
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South-East from Durope andzape.morg frequently rocorded from East

Africa during their winfer visit, some going down into the sbqthern

third of the continent.

The Climatological Atlas 6f Africa (1961,.Govt. Printer, Pretoria)

. showr - that, nL1ho Lime when birds are arrLV1ng South of the Sshara in

the Autumn, the 6" i&ohyct (i.e. the line connecting p01nts with a

mean rainfall of 6" : approximately the northerr limit of the ares
where good foedmng opportunities may be expocted to exist) ism rouphly

on the same latitude (approx. 10° « 12°.m. ) across Afrlca betwaen 3 L.
and 300 B, Prom November 0 bebruary thoro is less rain in the Enst of
this range than Ln the Weslt, and duriny ipril and -May there ia a grcﬁter
mean monthly reinfall in N:gerla (and on Lhe Plateau in particular) than
in any othor place on the samc latitude (10 N.) throughout Africa east-
wards b )0 .

I would puggest that birds which migrnte South-East from Burope will -
be compelled to seek food further South or South-West {(possibly into
the Congo bamin and even further) as the dry season progresses., During
the Spring many may move up the West side of Africa below the 'bulge!
into Nigeria, The Platenu is almost due North of the West coast of
Africa below the bulge (i.e. Cameroun southwards). This hypothesis -
and it is no more than that - can only he proved right or wrong by ext-
ensive ringing in this country and clsewhere in Africa. There is an-
other aspect to this., Part of the East African population of a specics
which winters across the whole of Africa South of the Sehara will un-
doubtedly return to Europe in the Spring up the BEast side (Nile valley),
but some (which may have been deflected westwards during the period Nov-
ember to February) may return vie the West side (Moreauw, 1961, p.h07- ..
4Q9).

(3) wmuch species may 'loop' by moving down the bulpge of West Africa

in Autumn, returning northwards in the Spring ncross the Sahara.

Birds on passpge (Whinchat Saxicola rubetra, Spotted Flycmtcher'

Muscicapn striata, Icterine Warbler Hilpnolale icterina) are readily

netted becnuse tLhey tend to concentrate in fairly dense cover, such as
is found in m well-wooded compound, to rest and scck food to replenish

their reserves before proceoding,
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APPENDIX

Notes : Where Tables arc shown Ghe months have beon divided Into
quarters ag follows, @ . beriod. Days (ingl.) .
L _Sept,, Nov, , & April 1 Lo 7
| (30 days) | 2 A~ 15
S R - 3 16 - 22
L o 23 - 30

_Det., March & May

by . 1 1 - 7
(31 days) 2 8 - 15
U 3 16 - 2%

L 24 ~ 3],

XXXKEXXLX denotes periods when nets ere not in usc. -

——————— «~~ gignifies that no birds were caught, although nels were in use.
Months are denoted by Roman numerals. '

To.distinguish Vom records from discussion of distribution in Nigeria, the

latter ie inset,

Otus scops, fLuropean Scops Owl

Two birds on-18.%XT and 19.XI (earliest records).

Six birds (one in Shy five in 8%) 13-28.1IL. ,
Reporded’(from'identificdfién in the hand) froﬁ Sokoto (X1) and. .
Ibadan (411 - II) and down to 7° N. (A.Ludlow, Rﬂ£§$mggmmn); frrives

“1atc:§nq departg egrly; probably Movement A.

Jynx torquilla, Wryneck

Scen near Vom ns carly me 22.IX.

Three (two in 833 one in 85) L4.% - 10.XI.

Two (one in 84 one in 55) 17-%1,III. (One stnycdliﬁ'Vom 9 dnys).,
Recorded Sokoto (X3I) and Lake Chad am ocennional (VILT~I), and

probab;y found infre@uently throuﬁhout sauvannah North of the foréﬁt.‘

Phoenicurus phoenlcurus, Hedstnrt

'

Sevetteen between 4. XT and 21.IV; mome netted in every month, a fow
remadining in Vom throughout the heipght of the dry momaon. '
Recorded occasionally at Lake Chad (X) and rrré at Ibedan (I);

otherwise distribu’'<d, resularly to commonly, fthronghout the
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North (X -~ IV)T P:obab;y the‘majority remain scattered all over

the North, though intense Hermattan may drive a few South.,

Saxicola rubetra, Whihchat

Commonly seen in the wvicinity from the end of IX, but few of the local
birds arce netted in a well-wooded compound, because they prefer the

open. In Spring, a well-defined passage:

March Anril
Semgon, Y , 2 % b 1 p 3 4 " Last netted
sh KA AXEXXX - 4 2 7 17 3 30.IV
83 : MO | Lo, , 1 .2 1. 4 1 7 2 24, IV

there is a pealk in the third week of April.

Recorden occasionally (IX; IV) at Laka Chad (majority may over-
fly?) but otherwise. common in the North, spreading down to the

forest edge by the end of October, with numbers apparently

|
increasing in February (Buttoni Sander). ‘ _ r
Probably Movement A applies to thosc Whinchats which winter |
exclusively in West Africaj; however it im possible that passage f
birds seen in Vom in Spring are from below the Equator, since t
this specices goes into the southern third of Africa. Movement
B (2) may also be invoked to account for an increase¢ in numbers -
in the South of Nigeria in February, birds coming round (or

acroas?) the Bight of Biafra and spreading West and North.

Luscinia megarhynchos, Nightingale

Only twice recorded in Vom ~ 5.XI and 5.V ( a bird with a deformed
foot). Recorded from the North, regular to frequent IX - XI; Ibadan L
fécg. (IX - IIL); Ilaro freg. (II - III); Ife, five records (15. ;f
XI - L.XII) and Lagos Vury 2parsc, siuping in”Jnnuary.

Probnbly Movement 4, but nccidental to Pyatcau.

Monticola saxatilis, Rock Thrush
Thre@ lBCIII - 1L.IV.

Very sparsely reprosented in West Africa (Bannerman).

Hippolals polyglottan, Melodfiious Warbler

Heard singing in Vom in March (C.H.Fry),

Three 1-22,1V.
Recorded (from identifications in the hand) from.Lagos, very
sparse (I,III) and Ibadan, occasionsl (IT - IIT). Sights of 5
yellow-bellied Hippolais (Chad, occasional, IX - X) may be this :

species (mee also the following species).

Hippolals icterina, Icterine Warbler

None in Autumn, but a well-defined passage in April and May; with a

April May
Season, 1 , 2 , 3 . W 1 2 % k4 | Lagt netted -
s - 1 3 5 1 - - X¥XxX 3.
85 - - 1 ) i 2 - 1 25.V

Peak in the last week of April.

Bannerman quotcs four records; Ghana (undated), Camerouns (11.V),
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Alr Plateaﬁl(ﬂorth of Nigeria) (1.V , 3.V)}. R.E.Sharland (pers.
comm ) caught one at Calabar (IV). In 1965, P.Woods netted eight
North~East of Jos (15.IV - 11.V, three being in the first week of
May); D.Ebbutt netted three near Vom ( 17~ 21,IV) and C.ILTry
(pers, comm.) netted one in Zaria (12.V) and recovercd birds
killed at night against wires at Jnji Transmitting 8tn.,Knduna
on 19,IV and 31.V. Sutton (1965) records one netted on the Ghana
coast on 1.V. This species mminlj winters in East Africa. Ite
pbsence from Nigeria in the Autumn (during five years din Vom, when the
the netting has been more iutenslve during the dutumn then Spring,
" noue has been netted in Autumn), and its appearanco froeguontly
on the Plateauw (and probably clsewhere) during two monthe in the
Spring strongly sugmest a 'loop' migration of type B (2).

Hippolais pallida opaca, Opague Tree Warbler
One (29.T1I), |
Recorded as common in the more arid parts of tho North, this

individﬁal was most probably accidental as far South as Vom.

Sylvia borin, Garden Warbler (see Table p.34)

Meny between 7.IX and 23%.V. Peaks from mid-October to mid-November,

and during the last two weeks of April. With one net placed beslde

a Lentena bush in North-East Jos, P.Woods netted 47 (19.IV - 27.V) in

Spring 1965. | ' )
Recorded all over the Norﬁﬁ in October and occasionai throupghout
the dry'season in favouréble habitate (a few remsin in Vom), but
the maJorlty pnss South to the forest zone (?) or into Fonwo (7).
Ripe Lantana berrles are a fnvourite food and will attract them

(Bannerman, 1939, (IV p.14) quotes Moreau) , Probably Movement A.

Sylvia atricapilla, Blackcap

In 85 only, two in Autumn (17.XI, 22.XI), and saven in'Snrinm beﬁweeﬁ

11.III and 15.1V. |
In 8%, P.Woods netted two (2.V, 25.V). The spoeciesm was rncorded
clsewhere in the Worth during 85. Its absence in Vom during the
other four seamons suggests thal it doas not occur regularly in
numbers in Nigeria every year, althoogh A,Imdlow (pern. comm. )
netted one at Ife in 1963. This spevies winters mainly in North
and Epst Africa (see Bannorman, Williameon). Howovor 'invasionn!
may occur in favourable yeara, nnd when they do occur South of
the Sahara thedr movements are probably similar to the Gardon
Warbler, but they arrive later and deport onriior. |

Phylloscopug trochilus, Willow Warhler
Four (1.X - 5.XIT). Four (23,IIT - 11.IV).

Recorded as common Lo occasional (IX -~ IV) in the North down to

Ibedan, and occasionnl in Lagos (XTI - 1). Probably widenpread

over nll Nigeria, with » lelsurecly Movement A,




32,
Phylloscopus sibilatrix, Wood Warbler

Two (31.X, 14.XI). In Spring a slight peak during the third week of
April. Ce

Mch. - April . May
Season, & 1L 2 3% 4 3 a2 3 b4
sh 1 - 1 1 - - - - XXXXX

5 - - 1 4 2 - 1 - -

3 L ! 1 " ¢ 1 ) n 1

Regular in Sokoto in the dry season and occasional (XI - IV) from

ol sewhere as far South as Lagos (XI - I). Probably Mavement A.

Muscicapa siriata, Spotted Flycatcher

i few scen in the futumn; in 81 ~ 85 a total of ten betwesn 28.IX and
27.X. None remain during the dry season. |

In Spring therc is a very pronounced passsge, with a peak in the third
week of April (and in 85 another poak in the first week of May).

.’\]Ol"ill S May '
Segmgon, 1 . 2 3 4 1 2 % L Tast netted
82 - 1 3 1 XXX XAX KX AX KA KX
it - 17 20 12 3 3 -~ XiXXRX 12,V
85 - 5 286 11 24 15 10 5 28.V
] i 1 1 ] 1 i ) [}

Recorded (sometimes abundantly) fhroughout Nigeria on passage,

and in the South (Lagoas) throughout the dry season but nowhére
numerous. Where do the large numbers sern on the Platgau and
elsewhere in the Spring come from? This is another*specieslﬁhich
winters in the southern third of thé continent, and it is mbst
probable that the many seen in the Svring are on passage from
much further South., Movement B (2) ie likely, but poséib1y M¢§éth
ment A for the few individuals which winter exclusively in‘

Nigeria.

Ficeduln hypoleuca, Pied Flycatcher (mece Table p.3H4)

Earlist record 18.IX; some linger up to a fortnight. A peak in mid-
Cctober, The majority pme@ further South, but some remain throughout
the dry scason in suitable habitats in the North (one individual re-
trapped in Vom six times, X ~ IV).

A Northbound peak in the third weck of April. Individuals Linger up: to
a fortnight, Last rccord at Vom 12.V, but P.Woods' last date al Jos- -
im 23.V, BT
Recorded in the North on prssage (X), but frequent in Ibadan (X =
IV), and posaibly elgewhere on the forest edge at that time.

Movement A,

Ficedula albicollis, Collared Flycatcher

No males have ever been secen in summer plumage, and identification of

this specles (cf. hypoleuca) has heen based on wing length end formula.
Eleven from 13%.IX to 29.X. Only one S8pring record, on 23,II (in
moult); this remained until 25.IIIL.

This species (unlike hxgoleuca) winters in Bast Africa, but date




33

are inadequate to draw any conclusions on movements.

Anthus trivielis, Tree Pipit (see Table p.3h)
~ Trequently notted between 8,X and 4,V. Few remain throughout the dry
f. BeaBoN . Peaks early in.November and during April. Two birds ringed in

Vom in March 1964 were recaptured there in March 1965,
Rocorded regularly in the South (I - III). Probably Movement A,

Tenius senator senator, Woodchat

Prefers open spaces, The nominate race ia present throughout the dry

| season, but is very rarely scen in the compound.

Three (all nominate) (8.IV, 9.,1IV) may have been on pnasape from further’
i, South. D.Ebbutt netted five near Vom - all nominateo - from 2L.1I1I to
17,1V |

L.s.senator is recorded frequently throughout the North; in the

South (Ibaden, Lagos) the Corsican race L.s.bodiug im more common
(XIr - III).

;' Fmberiza hortulana, Ortolan Bunting.(See Try & Smith (l964) Bull, N.O.8.
. In 84 snd 85, five (18.1IT - 15.IV). 21 13)..
Only « - recorded elscwhere by Fry from Zaria (25.%XI1). S

This species winters mainly in northern tropical Africaj; practically

all winter records are from Darfur eastwards (Morenu). Undoubtedly
some come to West Africa {Senegal, Nigeria), either down the West

coast or across the Sahara.

Genaral Notes.

L Although Jos is only 16 miles North-Eanst of Vom, it is interesting
' to note that in Spring 1965 3 specles were last recorded in Jos some
days after the last Vom record, as follows :

| Vom Jos

. ' ‘Garden Warbler 23.V 27,V
Pied Flycatcher 12.V 23.V
Blackcap 15,1V 25.V

Furthermore tho peek incidence of Garden Warblers and Jctoerine Warblors
occurred in Jos 1 ~ 3 woeks later than in Vom. Thile suggosts that the
northwards movement is leisurely until pood feoddiny opportunitices are
Limited by Janck or rain.

PABLE (opposite),

Maibers of three specics caught dn Vom in cach woekly perdod between
September and November, and March and May.,
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Numbers of birds caught in Vom each weekly period between
September and November, and March and May.

September - October November ‘ _ March April | . May _
SPECIES smason| AT o131 kfilol sl eli]2]3 Dec. = Febe d=—— Tt T (T 12 5 1L L1 L2151k} ..%
1 TR o 1 6§ 41 2 § 1 XL R A X X X AR X O X K XX ﬂwﬁ.g .Ww m
2 1bsp 7z 301 | - Individuals |xOxbookisdx b -1 - | - | - | ooy F
Garden 3 X 20 3530 41515151 1 remain AR T A A xxixzx XRCAK XK XAR KX
Warbler L ¥I{ -1 1124l 6111910} 6 |- throughout |oodmxk -| - 11 14 js5 P2 (713 |-|X
5xf ~laj -1 -j2injobuisi-iz2 dry season. | x| af !l - |1t 231816 {7 14 {3} - 23,V
_ . . | | (P, Wobds i(Jos) b= 11 1~ It he 5 |2
1 EL SRS EA SN S0 JSCM -1m 1 Ai - 11 S A SN ¥ e, OO T KR XXEX
2 ooy -t 1t 312§ -kt -4 -~ Individuals | POROEREX | - - (& |~ | & mﬁc:x
Pled 3 ko ~iP 1 - 2521 - ww, 1 § - remain xxborkoneonc TXLAXKX OES I EEO
Flycatacher L -1 -f-{-i2y9l9j7111-14- throughout X N 2ttty fulsi=1—t-1xxi 12V
5% P =11 i ~-161 501612, ola2 I dry season, j XX} 4} -8 1 1= 3 {712 1=11 1= -
1 o f -~ - |- xﬁﬁcﬂ::r K R KRR K AKX XK
2 XX | -~ - -t =t =1=-1112 {- Individuals | XXX 0;? - 12 1~ ] - XX xm_x x.xx ;
Iree 3 XX § —~ i — - - i 2y212 1 remain TAXEX Hxﬂr‘ix YO R ¥ X KX YRR R
Pipit .3 X~j = | =] -t~ 3}f~16131i12 iz throughout pos redl B RN PR B SN U I O U N I b .o
5 X - { -l ~fj-}-151211i2]11 - dry season | XX} -| 5} 5. {~ (2 |8
PP — L NN SN W S = =0 DURSPE KU S o
FIGURE 4.






