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NOTES ON BIRDS SEEN IN GHANA IN 196k

R.W.W, Sutton
(Continued from p. 62),

TII : BIRDS NOTED O A 1,500 MILE TOiR OF GHAIA
My first stop vas at Walewale (10° 25'N, 09 55! We Y, 70 nmiles north of

Tanmalc, This is a well-wooded area, with some open places and eultivated
fields, I was there on 17th~18th March and 21st-22nd March and made the

following notes on the birds:

Swallow-tailed kite Chelictinia riocourdii Up to six seen, OUne that was
sitting on a tree was absurdly tame, and yould not fly till a picce of oarth
I threw hit the branch on wh:_éh it was sitting.

Grasshoppor Buzzard Bufastur I"LIf'ZLD\_-Il hs Mory oommon and ownsplouous,
perching right out in the open., I saw this species everywhere in the North,

Liz ard Buzmzard Kaupifalco monogrammious = Fregquent.

Yhite~throated Francolin Franoolinus albogularis =~ Observed olosely in the
evening on a bare, cultivated field, ' C

Nanagua Dove Oena capensis  Quite cormon, esp. in the ncre open areas.

Yollov-bellied Fruit Pigeon Vinage waalia Plentiful.

Yellov-r—billed Cuclcoo Cuouius {:;ularis I“renuen‘bly hearcl.

Abysainian Rollor' Coraoms abyssinics One of the comaone st birds in the
Northa

Hoopos Upupa Spe Seen in cienéé voodland

Lossexr Wood~hoopoe Scoptelud a&errnhué Two seen in vell-wooded area, in
addition to (Iua.m,a Wood-Hoopoes Phoem.culus ervbhrorhynchus.

Cariine Bee-eater I\«Ierops nublou.s- 0dd individuals seen in wooded areas.

I‘:Lne-spotted ‘Ioodpeoker Cau:methere mumtullperalflushc,d f:: om the ground in
woods. . : . .

Long-—orested. galmet shrike Prionops pluma,ta Especially common hére, though
I frequently saw 1t elsewhere in the North.

Brubru shrike Nilaus afer 1 p.a:ii‘ lcTcTe

© African Goldon Oriole Oriolus auratus  Common wherever there were plenty
trees., / - C

Yollow White-eye Zosterops senogalonsis 1 pair secn.

Yellow-Bellied § Sunb.u:'d Cinnyris venustus )
+ Searlet-breasted. Sunblrd Chalconitra aenegalensls)

Very Conmon.
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Nigerian Little Bunting Erberiza forbesi Tio pairs seen.Aground feeder,

From Walewale, I vent to Nakpanduri, situated-on the rocky escarpment
above the Moraga river (‘IQO LO'N.) and stayed there from 18th-21st March.

Pox Kestrel Falco alopoex Four seen at less than 20yds range, oircling'
in front of the 6_00f't._ cliff on which I was standing, .

Bataleur Terathopius goaudatus A pair of these splendid birds hunbed
one evening near the rest-house.

Stone-Partridsge Ptilopachus petrosus Ixtrenely ocommon; its ories resounded
aaong the rocks at all times of day.

Egyption Plover Pluvianus aegyptius One seen on the sand=banks of the
Moraga river. -

Rogk Dove Columba livia Noted on the higheat eliffs.

Senspal Parrot Polcephalus senegalus Several seen in the Horaga plain
flying over vell-wooded country.

Pearl-gpotted Owlet Glauvcldium perlatun  One started whistling in the late
afternoon, and showed livtle fear when approached,

Frockled Nipghtjar Caprimulgus tristigma A bird near the rest-house one
evening, where I oould sce it sitting on the rocks, and uttering a nost
peouliar call, e (usually) disyllabic 'Kwik-ouk', somewhat likc a wolf=-vhistlo |
the second note being lower, and sounding rather owl~like. Several othors
of this species were heard calling on the socarp. ‘

Rufous-crommed Roller Caracias haevius Two pairs seen where the trees
of tho Morage plain meet the sowee from the oliffs, ‘

Glant Kingfisher Hegaceryle maxima 1 on the Moraga river,

Red~throated Bee-cater Molittophasus bullocki A oolony found nesting in
the banks of the Moraga river,

Red-besked Hormbill Lophoooros orythvorhyneohus - A party of 10 near the
Moragn. ' '

Boarded Barbet Poponarnis dubing — Seen several times espeoially among
trees near the rock-faces, : ‘ o

ic;gmlet-sggcfacled Plycatcher Platysteira cfnea A pair found in a \}ery
shady place at the feot of a small oliff, :

P._argdise Flyocatoher Tohitrea vir'idis' Several in wooded gorges..

“White~arovmed GLiFrf Chat ‘Thamnolaem gorondta  About six pairs found along
the t op of the scarp. A territorial species of great beauty. Iirst published
record from Ghana, . S

Rook=Loving Grass Varbler Cisticola enﬁni Birds believed to be .bf this
spooics (I dld not scoure any specimens) were seesn not only anong the rooks
a‘t Nakpandurd , but also around the oliff's at Damongo (90 10'N.).

Garbian Syallow Hirundo lucida Several pai:bs nesting in the village of
Nakpanduri, B

Wiro-tailed Swalloy Hirundo smithii 2=3 pairs nesting imdor the rogd-
bridge over the. Moraga. : a . . ;

Red~Rumped Swallow Hirundo rufuls Present on the escarpment above
Nakpandurd ' ' o |

Rod~throated Crag Martin Ptvonoprogne rufipula Quite common on the oliff
faoes, ' ' '
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*House Martin Delichon urbioa One seen flying past the above-
men'tionecl oliff, F:er'b reoord for Ghana,

White~breasted Cuckoo Shrike Coracina pectoral:r_s One seen oubtside the
rest house on top of the scarp. , - -

Orange-breasted Bush Shrike Ghlorophoneus su.'f_f’u::'eage ctus One observed on
the soarp,

Blaok-faced Fire-finoh Lagonostica nigriocollis A pair on the ground near
the rest-houso , :

-Blug-Billed Fire-Iinch Lagonostica rubricata Occasional on top of the
508D ' s

Red—wiriéed Arlaplédtéé A.na,pie“ot'e's nelanotis A male near the post-house .

" From Nekpanduri I travelled soubh %o Buipe, where the Tamale-Kintampo
road orvosses the Black Volta, Being near the river, it is a hesavily woocded
areca; there are also some standing peols by the roadside, I was there on 24th

and 25th Maroh.

Hammerkop Scopus wibretta A common bli-rd.. hers, on every pool, Also at Damongd

Black-headed Heron Ardea mela.nocepha.la‘ Several but less comuon than olnerea.

Tavmy Bagle Aquila Lo, rapax Only one pos:l_t:.vely identified, but probably several. |

Bataleur Terathoplius ecaudatus " Common.

®later Thick-knee Oedienemué vermioulatus Excellent views obtained at
ologe quarters of the plumage and leg colour; three pairs seen on the same
small pool, Not found North of the forest, according to Banneraan (1953)

Vic;let Plan'bain-eafoer Musophago violaoea Several near "ché Volta,

Losser Wood-Hoopoe Sgoptelus aterrimus Iive here, £lying across the road.

Groy-Headed Kingfisher. Haloyon leucodephala One bird seen diving into a
pool but I could not see if it oaught anything. Another perched on a stiock
in the middle of the Volta.,

Red-Shouldered Cuckoo Shrike Campephaga pho%icea Sean here and at Damongo,
always, apparently, near waler, : .

I went North from Buipe, to Damongo (9° 10 N.), here there is a very
interesting gams reserve, vhich I visited. T stayed in Damongo from 25th

to 30th Maprch,

Night Horon Nyetiloorax nycticorax Present in the reserve, .

Hadada Hagedashis hapedash  Present in the reserve,

Woolly-lsoked Stork Disgoura episcopus Four in the reserve,

Marabou Stork Leptoﬁtilos oi'umeni:f',erqel- Frequent in the reserve, its pink
throat~patch being most conspleous.

Brown Havrier-Jlagle Circactus oipereus Two eagles, whose descripition only
fits this species seen on the reserve. -

Iizard Buzzard Kaupifeloo monogramiicus Very comuon here,

Bronze-wing Courser Rhinoptilus chaleoptenus. Birds belisved to be of this
speoles were flushed on the road about 8=9p.ms | ) ‘ S

Léva.illanﬁ’s Cuokoo Gla.matér leE Llantl Several in the area.

Standsu:'d-mng Nig,ht,;;_ar Maorodipteryx 1onm.pennls Many flushed Pron tracks
in the veserve after 7.00 pm. '

T "‘j"‘-“‘-v- T ————— e
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E

Blue~Bellied Roller Goraolas Cyanogaster Three at Damongo,

larmine Bee~later Merops nubious A le'i'r"'g‘e colony found in the fe'sefvé‘ ,-‘-" g
in ¢ bank of a small stream, o

Ground Hoxnbill Bugorvus abyssinious Oné flushed in the reservo,

Pied Flveatcher Muscicapa hypoleucs  An adult rmale, in spring plumage,. at
Damongo - Lo

Blue Fairy Plvcatcher Eramnornis longicauda, One in the reserve near water,

Fanti Rough~winged Swalloy Psalidoproone obsouwra Three odd individuals
flying over the reserve, '

Gladiator Shrike Malaconotus poliooephalus Several heard around Damongo,

Stresky-Headed Sesd-Rator 'Pbliospiﬁa gularis  Observed feedingon a seed-
head in the reserve, ' ' _

Cabanis's Bunting Emberiza ocabanisi g Both &
Nigerian Ydittle Bunting Imberdza forbesi reserv:e"n in the same pZ.Laoe‘on fhe

Vit olline Masked Weaver Plesiositapgra vitellinus . Nesting at Damongos

Ater my stay in'the Morth, T came down to Kumasi, and thence %o the ‘Wewatia,
Abetigl, Aduanos srea, high on the Mpraeso soarp. Those speoies marked +
are onss vhich T also found at Kade, which I visited afterwands (see below),
I was at loyatia from 1st to 6th April,

+ Palmenut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis Evidenﬂlj "oldmrﬁon. -

+wost African Hayrier Hawk Gymnogenys typlous. Many; the ocormonest hawk,

. Ghana Touraoo Turacus persas  Two positively identified, Flying over a

forest track, and then perching in o Low-tree, ..

+Yollowbill Ceuthmochares aereus - - -Frequent; its trilling note was a familiar
sound., . o ' N :

!

. Buff-headed Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus bollei A party of 6 birds drow aftention
to themselves by thedip calls, as they fed high up in a tree. They were most
acrobatic, even hanging upside down,

+ Fiping Hornbidl Bveanistes 'I‘i‘stuia‘tor . Quite a few, Seen evexy day, flying
rapidly over-head, o

+Wdte—crested Hornbill Trovicranus albocristatus A seoretive bird, but
evidently comraon, o o ' - _ :

+_§rex Parpot Psittacus erithacus A few flew over in the aveldngs. Flentiful
at Kade, , L.

Red~oromed Parrot Poicephalus pulislmi I saw two preening in the e;«réning
and was shom a first-year bird in oaptivity; it was alrcady quite bamp.

AdM_elmmho;y Woodpockor Dendropioos lugubris  One noted on a dead tres neay
vamoas ST o

Yhite~tailod Gresnbul Basopogon indioator At Niewatia, this wasa vowy nolsy
and. oonsplouous specios, ohasing about tio undergrowth, .. .- -

+  GChestnut Vattle-aye Dyaphorophvia oasbancs - Only onc seen here; a rather shy
little birg, e 3 ‘ : '

+ Rufous-orovhed Eremomola Bremonola badioceps: A pa,ir"feeding in the tree~
tops, where the rufous oap and the blaok Dbreast~band showed up very oclearly.
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Red-throated Rock Martin Piyonoprogne rufipula At Knwatia, this speoles
was nczst:.ng on houses in the town, togethc,r vith Colletoptera affinis.

Bare-headed Rock liowl Ploathartes gymmocephalus I was taken from Aduanoa, 3
along o milo or two Of narrow forcst tracks s by a forest ranger. Ve came toa
very steep-sided valley, vhere all tho vegetation was damp and dripping, and
slid dowm the solden leaves to a place where a cave had been formed in the
sides of the valley. As we approached, we sow some vague shapes sllipping
away through the trecs. Ve sat down inside the dark cave, listening to
the water dripping dovm the rock, After o few minutes, there was ¢ loud
flopping noise, and there stood Picathartes, only about 25ft away, looking
remarkobly elegant in his vet and dark surroundings,. More came up to the
cave, about eight altogether, to gee if it was safe to approach thelr nests -
extraordinary, gourd-shaped things that were attached to the oceiling of the
cave., {Sce Grimes & CGardiner (1963) Looking for Pioathartes pyrnosoephalus
in Ghana, Nig. Field 28 No, 2 : 55-63; and Grimes(1963) Some observations
on Plcathartes gyrnoecephalus, Nig.. Field No. 2- % 63~65,)

I was very exultant at my luck in seeing these strange and beaubiful bixds;
1t was about the most execiting of my ornithological experiences in Ghana.,

+ Superb Sunbird Cinnyris guperbus Seen threse times. Commoner ot Kade.

White~napcd Block Weaver Melanq_p_beryx albinucha One male scen feeding
low in & tree near Nwatic.

Finally, I went to Kade, where I remainod fron 8th to 13th April, at
the Agricultural Research Statien. Near the AR.S., there is a still
loke, formed by a small dan, surrovnded on most sides by thick forest.
Besides the species marked (#) above, I saw, among others, the folloving:

Iittle Grobe Podioeps ru:f‘icoilis A pair,

Hartlaub's Duck Pteronetta hartlaubii Three pairs on the lake, often
perching high up in o dead tree.

Finfoot Podics senegalensis One palr.

Swifts ;

PROT Swifts Cypsiurus parvus were oomuon. .Both Cassints Spine~tailed
Swift Chaetura cassini and Sabine's Spinc-tailed Swift Chaotura _Babini vere
-seen side by side over the dam at less than &t range. Photogr'aphs were
takern, whioh just show the differences that were wery striking in 'bhe field
{.oasgini was prevmusly usknovn. West of Nigeria.

Further, twe unidentified swifis were seen, one a dark swift, a bit
bigger than C,sabini with the same sguere tail and slmilarly shaped wings,
The other, which I only saw over the forest, may have been Bates ' Swift
M.batesi -

Blus~throated Roller L‘urysionus gularis  About : ten seen in a fovost
olearing. ‘ ‘ _

+ Ghestnut-headed ‘Wood, Hoc_)_g_o_e Sooptelus castaneioceps 2-3 seen severnl tiies
in the same place. DIven more aorcbatic than FPhoeniculus bollei. Noisy, and
not shy. -

Broyn~ohosked Hornbill Byoanistes oylindrious A party of six birds -
very nolsy, with many odd sounds-one vias a sort aof moaning, penny-trurpot
oLy,

Yo llow~casqued Hornbill Carato’gyrma elata Three obaerved in a olcaring.

Blaok~honded Pa.‘r'ad:l.se Flvoatoher TOhl’LI‘Oﬂ. nigriceps Two gaen in 101
trecs in f’anﬂy dense Torest L

_Iilir-e'-qrcsted Aiéthe Aleths oastonea  One adult mist-netted.

+ Golden~backed Weaver Phormonleotes preussl A female. gseen searching thoe
bapk of . a tree, clinging with  strong logs, behaving just 1like a nufhatoh.
Only ohe px-ev:Lously reoorded belwien Sibrra Leone and Caneroun.
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+ Iellou ~Mantled -&’eaver Melanoplooeus tricolor — Very common. -

Grested. Weaver ]\Ia,lmbus malu.mblcus Several seenjnot UNOOIII0N ,

The common malimbe; abundant.

" Red~Headed Weaver Malimbus rubricollis

Blue-Billed Veaver Malimbus nitens. Only one noted.

Red.-—Vented Veaver Malimbus soutatus Few seen, but more suspeoted.

IV : SOMR BIRDS AT TARKWA (WESTERN REGION)

I visited Tarkwa in the Covest belt, just before I left Ghana, from
18th to 21st July, The River Bonsa is 10 miles from Tarkwae '

+ Great Blue Plantain-Eater Corythasola cristata. 2 wa{:ohed on the
‘adge af a wooded olearing, a mile from the River Bonsa, I was told they
were still quite common in the area despite the heavy timber-felling,

Shining-Blue Kingfisher Alcedo quadrybrachys Quite oommon on the River
Bonsa, ' :

Duchaillu's Yollow-Spotted Barbet Buccanodon duchaillui- - One seen
briefly passing through the forest canopy above ny head,

+ Onasin's Grey Flyoatcher Alseonax oassinl Very aquatic: i1t perched
on snags in midstream, catohing insects and an occasional white butterfly
" on or near theg surface of the water., It flew low and direot over the
water, rather like a kingfisher, The male ubttered a weak warbling song
to the female while they were both sitting on a snag.

- Blaok~and~tthite Ilyoatoher Bias musi.ous Only one, a fen;aie; identified.

Yollow=Browed. Camnaropters Camaroptara su_gerulmr:.s. 1 seen low dowm
in a tree. :

White~Throated Syallow Hirundo nigrita A common and tame bird of the
river, both where the water rushed through the rocks and on the more placid

atretohes.

Square-{[‘ailed Rough~iling Swallow Psalidoprocne nitens = I found at
least 7 of these birds in a forest olearing, utbtering rather shrill bub
wealc notes, They frequently perched in trees, and I saw 2 sheltering
from the rain under a palm~frond. Two other birds appeared to he bullding
a round nest of fibres, 104 off the ground, in the outermost branches
of & low tree, They showed every sign of owning the nest, short of going
inside it they would fly in circles around it, and would L.hen sit by the
side of :Lt. OF coursg, if it ocould be’ proved that this species really
does build such a nest Would be unique, since roughwings generally nest
in oliff-bunnels, as Bannerman (‘1958) reoords also for the present spec:.es
in Cameroun. = : ~

Che s’cnu‘b—-Breasted Negro Finoh N:Lgrlua bicolor Single birds in
different logalities.

( CONCLUDED )

NOTES

Three Phases of the Mamr-(}oloured Bush-—Shrike at Ilaro. | Chlorcmhoneus
multicolor is an uncommon bird around Ilaro South-West Nigerias I have |

usually encountered it as menber of bird armies worklng 'through the
denser pa.r'ts af ‘the forest, always sing]y as a speoies, s and ‘have nine
sightings during the last five years in the 1ooall’cy._ On 22116. November
1961 a bird vas brought 0 me which had been caught in a frlend's krbohen
by his steward, on the Ilaro Reserva’clon. One speoimen was netted on 18th

February 1964 in new seéondary grovth also near the Reservatilon.




