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DETENCE OF TERRITMY
I observed Crowned Cranes, both male and female, on several oocasions
chase other birds avay from their territories. Birds driven away were
‘Spur~winged Geese Plectropterus gambensis, White-faced Ducks Dendrooysna
vidutita, Black~bellied Bustards Lissotis melanogagier and Harsh Owls
Asiocapensis,  On two ocoasions I watched a pair -of -Croymed Crenes land

. e e

only a showt distance from. a neighboring nest, " "Bobh times all four birds

(the birds of each pa,if olose together) approached sach obher by foot and
with their baoks necks and heads arched in a ourved are (de:f‘anse. pose). Qame
to within & few meters of each other., Here they stopped, = Onmither occasion
d.id they battle, Only two to three meters from each obher they held their
; s.ggress:.ve gtance for 10 to 15 minutes. Then they bepan preening then feeding
and slowly they widened the distance between themselves., This plaoe wa.s

only 65 meters from ong nest and 520 neters from the osher. . Alvhough all four
birds viexre very alert they did not even feign av .,aolc so vhere .was 1o bodily

colitaot .

" Usually cranes fed about one 4o two km fian the nest, but abt times as
olose as 100 weters. Jhen flying they seldom flew higner than 150 meters above
ground exoept on “wro oocaslons vhen flying 4o roost in the evening, they were
observed flying »uoh bigher. D‘ur':ing siow deliberae flight I timed thelr
flight at 120 wing beats per minute and in normai_flighb about 150 wing beats,
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MIGRANT SOOPS OWLS mvs scopsm I%D;.N

R . '\{B 11.8

The Pale,earotio Soops Owl Oul.ls 3.9_9.2_ was first recorded at Tbadan en
29th February, 1956 by Elgood (1959}, Betveen 1959 ead 1963 he recorded
"geveral" more, all wi‘uhln the period December - ll‘e‘ommv (Elgood & Sibley ’
1961} During tne past tvo winvers the euthor has examined f‘ive of these
ovils at Ib"udan, one in 1965 and four in 1966, all botsween early Janua.ry and
mid Mazch. oo ‘

Tt noyw seems l:u.koly uhau Otus scops regularly inters ab least as far
south as the forest sdge in I\Tlgeria, -conbrary $o Banaeran's (1963) estimabe
that in Vest Africa 1t ‘'does mnot 'pene‘bra{,e'far beyand the desert fringes An
apparantly inoreasing fréquency of oocourrence in Ibadan may vell reflect
progressive removal of thoe foress in the area (v:ule filgood & Sibley, 1964) «
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Preponderance of records from December onwards. igs.of interest.
It indicates (a) that Tbadan lies off the autumn migration route
or (b) that, due either to late migration frod the bfeeding range
(Hartert's record in __'Bannerman,.l935-',:--'for‘-t-he Bilms Oasis 350 miles
North of Lake Chad, was for early 'DeC-embei‘:) or slow filtering move—»_.
wents within the winter range, the southerq 11m:1.ts of this range |

are not reached untll late in the season.

Smith (Bull. Nig. Orn. Soc. 6 : 26-3L and erratum 7 : 84) has
recorded migrants at Vom, again with no records beforh.December
and with a preponderance of records dur:l.np the 1attev half of March.

He alsc mentions a December record from Sokoto. The- identity of a

stops owl seen by the author catching 1nsects round a light at
Shaganu in Ilorin Province on 27th Dec ember 1965 was not- ascert=
ained. Apparently the earliest record in winter is Fry's (Bull. !

Nig. Orn. Soc. 4 1965 : 2-5) of one netted in Sokoto Province on i
30th November, 1964, ‘
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BIRDS OF ILISHA

D.M. and N.W.Robinson

( The authors have deposited with the Bditor a full account of

the birds observed by them at Ilesha, 75 miles East by North of
Ibadan, in Oyo Province, during twelve months from Deccember 1963,
The area ie a mosaic of sava'_nn'ah and forest similar to that descrih-
ed by Elgood & Sibley (1964) for Ibadan, and all the species noted
.by the Robinsons were recorded algo, and in similar seasons and
abundance, by Elgood & Slbley. Thus only a few records are given

in full below, the remalnlnp, spec:Les beinr check~listed. -~ Editor).

To the West of Ilesha the country is broken with rocky out-
crops and intermittent farmed valleys, and to the Nlorth there are
large cultivated arems in savannah; otherwise the country is
"derived forest". Most observations were made on the New Reservat-

ion, a %-mile square atea of gardens surrounded by farmland.

Tambourine Dove Tympanistra tymphnistra. A single reoord, in
March. -





