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moustachial streak on the face.

On 18th March one of the young ﬁas out of the nest, sitting on
a near-by leaf-setu of the palm. This younp bird was %illed by o

| " boy with a catapult on 20th. Its wing-spread was found to be 15m.,

On 25th Marchthe second bird was out of the nest, and two daysg
later had flown to ancother tree 500 ft Away. During thc hest four
days, it tock short flights to near-by trees ‘Aand thon began to hunt
with its parents, returning durine the day and at night to roost in

an Isoberlinia near ny house, The Red-necked Kc%trels wcre not seen

in my compound ﬂftcr 7th fpril, but then Village Woﬂvors Pleqlo gitagra
cucullatus, whlch had nested in the Borassuu in previous years,
anpeﬁred.

A Red-necked Kestrel wns ohserved in a Borassus palm at Miango,
Jos, on 7th April, 1966. There were young birds in the tree, for

I could hear their shrill crics although I did not see then.
H.H.Gray

Another Record of the Striped Crake. D. Wells' note on the occurr-

ence of o Striped Crake (Porzana marginalis {(Bull. Mig. Orn, Soc.

3 (9) : 13) prompts me to taender my only record in Migeria of this
elusive bird. In the evening of 2nd December, 1950, an adult flew
into my bungalow at Cowan Istate, Ajegbodudu, Sapele, Warri Province,
after dark., It was caught and examined fully in the hand, and agreed
exactly with the description in Bannerman (1933, Birds of Tronlcal

West Africa, Vol II : 17.).

Whether this bird was a migarnt or locally rosident is not known,
although the species zssociated with it by Brnnerman (1953 Vol VIII :

152), Porphyrula alleni, Gallinula angulata and Actophilornis africanus

were all present on the estate in the rainy season (Junc to October),
when the swampy ponds fill up with water. These specics seemed to
disappear in the dry season when the ponds dried out. I, too, am

of the opinion that this species is net so rare as reoords supgest .,

A. Macdonald

Ipgp 0f the Adamawan Turtle-Dove. At Mafako, Platcau Province, a

palr of Adamawan Turtle-Dovesg Streptonelia hypopyrrhus were seen

building their nest in a small dense 15 ft. —hlPh Mango tree on

28th November, 19065, By the 30th the nest was complete and the
first and only egg laid. By December 2nd the nest had been désdrﬁed,
80 the egy was taken, It is a tynical white turtle-dove's epg, and
is apparently the first one known, although this sp901eq is cormon

on the¢ Plateau. It measured d2 x 27.5 mu, - J.R. Lang

Europear Scops Owls. - D.R.Wells" note on -the wmigrant Seops Owl.
Otus scops at Ibadan ( 1966, Bull. Nig., Orni Soc. 3 (9) : 10-11)

raiges some interesting points on the dates of records of this
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this species in Nigeria. My only rccord in Kanc is of a bird
ringed on 3lst October, 1964, T mm not able to say that they do not
oécut at other times, bécaus'e T 4o not keep netr out continuously in
buéh after the middle of NMovemher, V.W.Smith %ept nets out contin-
uously in Vom throughout the winters of 1964k and 1965 and his records

a?e ag follows @ ’ 26, 4144.6k

, 16.x1.64
, 17.xi,64 .
from 14.iii.65 to 29,iii.65

el

A

I have hesrd the song of Scops Owls ocecrasionally in Kano and
Krduna in both the dry season and the wet season. The desription of
the song of the European race is very similar .'t;o that of the African
on¢, Tlgood et al. (1966, Ibis 108 : 84-116) susgest that the Europ-
gan Scops Owl does not call in its winter quarters. On 26th March,
1966, I camped out for the nightin fairly well-wooded country
{(nainly Mitra,ﬂﬂna) near seasonal iakes near Hadejia. During the
night Scops Owls called continually and four or five could be heard
at the same time. I have not heard Scops Owls in the Hadejia nrea
before. In view of the similarity of dates of the Vom records and

this one, the birds may have been of the Iuropean race. R.E.Sharland

Crested Lark Feeding on Ant-Tion Larvae. On 15th April, 1966, I

watched a ju\}eniie but full-sized Crested Lark Galerida cristats
intently ex'pl'oring; a patch of hard red lateritic pround at fAhmadu
Bello,University, Zaria. There were only a few clumps of prasses, and
in places the surface was a bit sandier. The 1ark condentratod its
attentions on these places, and it counld ersily be seen throug}h |
binoculars that it s'ystematibélij'r“h'd've‘d from one conical depression
made by ant-lion (Neulnbptera) larvae to another., It made a quick
stab with the beak at the centre of. each deprcssion, and often
swallowing movements followed. Walking rapidly and pecking from side
to side as it encountered the depressions, khe lark locked rather

hen-like.

After a while, having satisfied myself that the bird wsmal in fact-
eating the larvae, I scared it off and inspected the area. 1 counted
82Idepr_eési0ns, of which 38, just under half, showed signs of having
been pecked at. Of these, I dug the fine loose sand out of eleven
and did not find any larvaej however the larvae are often difficult
to unearth. Four of the depressions which hnd not been touched by

the lark were then dug up, and live larvae found in threc of them.

Although the depressions made by t'he larvae of ant-lions are very
ﬁommon in sandy ground in sév.ﬁnna, I have never before observed any
birds preying on the insects, and 1t secems likely that this.individual
lark, like tits opening milk-battles in Britain, had hit upon a new

source of food, and was successfully exploiting it. ' C.H.Fry



