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O A TRAVS-~-SAFARAN OVER

I SPRITG 1966

V.W.5mith,

RLAND CROSSTIHNG
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During Spring 1966 meny nirrents and locel birds were

gecen on en overland journcy, mefe in = Loand Rover Trom Ko 200,

Higerian, to Kgor-Bs-Souk in southenstern lforocco, east of the
-C‘

ﬁ 1th of th@ MlddTe Atlps Iouatalns. Au three

N |,:.|

High Atlas ané

places mist-nets were used.

Tinetable & Ploces (Lot. .pg_Lomwt;varé approxizinte).

Vegot Ui on and conéitlonu Oﬂcountered on Ioaue.

et Pt b bl 11 ¢ e frnt ot L

24.1iii Deport KANO Nigeria (12° 03'W.; 08° 32'm.) .

28,3ii Depart AGADEZ Niger Republic (16° 20'W.; 07° 40'm.),

On the road the lost natches of Sahel grasslend were seen
7 e : & AC werr

gome 200 miles northwest‘of'Agadc-\zs but the grassfwaﬂ very

dry; the last suwrfoce water (brackish) wes seon 100 miles
further south.

30.iii (Dawm) IN GUEZZAM Algeris (19° 30'#.:; 05° 501%.).
Casuarina

grove; no surifeace water.

31.1ii~2.iv TAMANRASSET Alceria (23° W.: 05° 30'E.). Casuarines
plentiful; small irrigeted vegebable plots, otherwise very
1ittle surface wober,

2=1l4.iv At a transient flowing
guelta), 35 miles ¥M.N.E, by
Hoggar lMasgif at just over

stream (known locally a8 a

road from TAMANRAGSLET, on the
2,000 metres a,s,.l. In this

wilderness of basalt boulders ond peaks, ithe waber in the
guelta

e I e s

appeared and CGisappeared along a narrow two-mile-long

gtrin lying nmainly northeagt-southwest, providing along its

banks small potches of dense cover (grassece and reeds, smnll

flowering bushes and oleander-lilze shrubg) snd abundant

gurioce water insect food.

ong

A nunber of ox

imals, reptiles and amphibia frequented

roclk hyraxes, bats, hares,
gemi-wild coamels
(a fow Azoma) ond
?) up to 18" long

this ecologicael niche; Jjackals,

small snake, mory
algo fieh (Macro--
wresent in some of the rock

gozelle, and donkeys, one
lizards

frogs were seen:
L)

corpus

WAL

nools,

were

Deoys were hot; nights were very cold; winds were mainly
goutherly, light to strong, but on two days €,10.iv) were
northerly and strong. Five migt-nets were used at 100 yda.
intervols across the gueltbe.

w16 iy TARMATTRABSER,
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51.

16.3v (Fight) ARAK GORCES Algeria (25° 30'H.; 039 40'..).
Surface water in gorze mnd dense vegetation (receds & grossoes).

18, iv Deport ATE SALLAM Algeria (27° ¥.; 02° 40'E.). Surfeoce
water in peli oagle,

20.iv (widdey) REGGATE Algeria (26° 30'N.; 00° 20'E,). o
surfnce woter gcen,

21,iv Denart ADRAR Algeria (27° 50'M.; 00Y 20'W.).

21-23.1v BIOIL ABBES Algeria (30° W.; 02° W.). Tolm casis in
wadl with surfsce water. |

23~30.iv &% o Deke (Chott Daiet Tiour) amprox. 40 miles south
of COLOMB TRGIHAR Algeria (31° 30'.; 02° W.). The Chott,
ronidly drying-un, Vs surgounded by mud, shrubby vegetation
and grasg, Pive mist-nets  din one line were used at ite

[T

s

weelk windg were moustly still, but light

cdge. During thiile
Light B.W. on 25.iv and strong northerly on

K8, on 24,17,
29.1v. ‘

30,iv-5.v BENT ABDES. Five misi-nets * were used in the Wil
over or ~Gjncent Go woler ond sedges.

7.v ESAR-ES-BOUK Mowocco (31° 50'W.; 04° 30'W.), Pzlm omgis.

}n nfdition, MMons, A. R, Dupuy of C.R.M.M.0., Poris was using
ten migt-nets. His deily observations heve been included during
the period 23.iv - 5.v.

Materiale & Metiods. | N
Hylon and tcrylene three and four shelf mlutwactu, 2C to
60 ft. long were uecd. Migrants cousht were weished with Pesole
garing helances, meaosgured ond ringed with rings becering vho
roturn acdress 'Muecum Poris'. Birds ringed sre shown in
Table 1; An analysis of weights obtained 1ig shovm in Poble 2.
Bnecimens of gome local spccies were collcocted for laoter
confirmation of identity. Momn-wiiching was attempted 3-6.iv
(full moon 5.iv)

Systematic List. o

The nomenclabure and order fol]ows' Etchecopar & Hue (1964).
Bpeclies pormonal]v netted nre mnrkad but Table 1 showe only
those birds which were ringed. B.M. = British Maseun (Not.Hist.)

Struthio omwpluu Ogtrich.
TEYX WOt o Agndez 28th March.

Arden cineren Heron. . . _
Twelve to thirty scen et Chott 26th-30th April.

Ardeg purpures Purnle Heron,

sy ,

TUUne geen af"wuolua 3r6 ond 4th April, Tour to fifteen =cen
at Chott 27th nd PEth Aprdl.

Barette gorzettn Lid Llo Tgret,

TSN AU Ll I

D P



Ardcole ralloides Squacco lcron.

e iy B

0o seen ot peni Abbes 4th May.

Boteurug stelloris Bittern.

~Oric snen ab guclta on Sth mnd ﬂth April may have been the
gnme hird boeouse 1t woe expert ot hiding ithaelf,

[ o PO

Ciconin ciconia, Jhite Stork.

"o scon over the guclta carly morning of Tih April clrelin
on thermals; when thgy had h“lﬂbﬂ congiderable hedisht (anorox,

1,000 notres above e chlbﬂ they sot o abondy northerly
'couruo until out of sigh
There were o cons trnt nl sty to onc hundéred et the Chott
231rd-30th April,

(Paseing through northern Morocco ond. Bpodn durdng the herioed
8tn-13th May mony White Storke were neetbing; one nest In come-

~trol Smain contained young).

Gagercn = Tadornn ferruzinen Ruddy Shelduck,
R e THATo8 Ciwelany non-~flying young) ab Chott,

\quyron pcronoptorus Boypbion Tultbure.
Soen regu wiorly, admost daily, at In Guomson, Pomeaneaneet,
on the Hoggar mnd ab the Chotlt.

Buteo rufinus Long-legged Huzzard.
"L YA woen neor the gueltn almost dadly. Individunle were
also seen occasionally on the road mud ot tho Chott.

Milyus m, aigrens Black Kite.

“One ween ab Ghobt 24th April. (Mo M, m. tenebrosus noticad
north of Agodem).

Circug noruplnosug Marsh Herrvier.
Iﬁc1v¢ouwlﬂ soonl at Chott 23rd emd 24th Apwil.

Circusg cyanens Hen Herricr,

L T

Ono ot Chobt 28th April,

Falco peoregrinus Percogrine.

One thWﬂ B0 rme on ClLJf near Boni Abbep; I wag told it Ted

on nigrent bee-cabers.

Pw]co.pg_;mlcus Lenncr.

Ween ocendloniolly at the uoltx, at the Chott (Leedin on
ducklings) and once nenr Boml APhos.

Folco naumqnnl/tlnnunculua Lesser Kestrel/Kestral,
“Ono seen nt the guUelbe on Tth April woe unol ponitively
identified. ' '

Coturnix coiurnix Qlﬂil.
THEEE Beel Bl Chott 27th-20%h April.

A o ki e

" Porzong vu51L]n BﬂllJonm Crokao.,
~One nobtcn gh auy nb Chott on 20th April Onv Foannle (ufﬁ
3Ny 70

in the net « 5 on 30T AL war Aden Tl od by e B,
2 }i-.._.,lv,,.,......ﬂ.:}?—.fe.ozriaff@;l.ay-

Gallinule chloropus Moorhoew.
One (pywﬂ>"biy‘ G e, elilorowus) meen ot the suelte oo GG
mé Oth Agril in G ERme prGon of cover cowld mﬂ"hn :i;‘f'm,:n.t'!
sulbe Lqucnuly and aonenroed Lo he o Dooanca, Two wore gee ol
Chott 23rd April, - ;

Chlomycotis wndulato Houbern Bustord,

P o ey

'§<on GeersLonally Wron Bend Abbos novdhhwerds,

Charedring dubing Tittle Rineed Plover,
| RE T
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“apponrcd bo be C. L, torgis

Choradriuvsg alexendrinus Kentlish Plover,
AR TLZL‘LJ geen B Chott 241th-30th April,

Numenius arquata Curlew,
TR heord ou¥ first two doys atb Chott,

Tringa ochropus Green Srondpiner,

Ton Lo tWel'ty soen atb C."hott at firet but numbers dececased
towards the cnd of our sTay,”

Tringn glareols Wood Sendpipor.

Thirce bundred scon nb Chott but nunbers decrcased to twenty
on ovr lngt doy. A few €G3 At Beni Abbes 2nd-4th Moy,

Tringe hypoleuwcos Common Sondpiper.
Teu to Lwen LV o Chott 23rd-25th April., Oue of Boni Abhes
Ath Moy .

ringea Gotrmag Redohank,

Mwenty to Tty ot Chott 231d-30th April, but two hundred on
26th April.

Tringa c.‘r“;)rbhronurs spotted Redelonk,

IREEN Ly nt Chott on 27th Anril, only six on 20th and 29th
April. and noe o 30t AJpx‘J,'L

ot M

Ty 0% o tt on 23rd April but none the following dey and
on?i,y individunle L(;Wﬂ’!‘(‘&‘} the end of the weel,

Tra AP nebwlorin Greenshrnk,

Philomoclue pugnesx Rulf,
Up to ‘onc nundrcd ond Tifty ot Chott 23rd~25th April but
numbors decercoged considerably by ‘30’1,11 Aoril,

Celidrig minuta Dittle Stint,

fwo hundroed Fo six hundred ot Chott most of the week, Two at
Beni Abbce 4th Moy, '

Timonbonus himn: ’Wl"l”LOD‘Ll"J Block~winged S4ilt,
o uidred el (“110'{,1, on 23rd AT)I‘ll cleven the following doy
and thirty to Fifty The last four doys,

Glnrcolon, nrr}p wcolo Pratingolc.
“STour to iy ne Q‘Tlo Lt 24th-27th April,

Curgorlus cursor Cromi~coloured Couwrser,
“Boon T :no:v LT “Anndon 20th March: north of Reggnone 20th April:
nround the Chotl buk not nenr tuc wotber 23rd- 30 bll April; on

ron 0. IJO KFH'L‘I‘ T} l"‘lJOlﬂL C b].l N[ﬂJt

Chlidoning, Gelochelidon app. Torns,

At Chot i rew Widelicred Pern G, bybrida cppesrcd 24th Aprily
One hundx ‘ol o two hundred Whi tc-v.r:u'wod' Tlnck Tern O, ILr»uc,onL
nrue wore ovrogent 20th-20th Aprdld and one hundred BIncl Toxw
W eor wore nwesent 27th-29Th April, Ton Gull-billed Tern

G"’locm"‘iJ,don wilotien vere seon 276 -20t%h Avrdl,

Pteroelon ponognling Spotted Sandgrousc. .
Moty cvory morrdng ot the goeltn. Up o 10Ty every mnorning

ot the Chot.,

Colagabn l.rwr Roolk Dove.

A few wmoun andly ot The guclibo (vhero two wore Ly nopaed)

SR Few scen ofb Arels Gorgos L6l

’U 5-.-,

e

Apiril,

Btrcatopeld o, “Iur b Tartle Tove.
o Wfrmi 11<. Jr -J' |r ”'-rm 'mi, fl‘r'n.'--m'”r f*'m:. cm Lot mnd 1A t‘]u Avnmril

Doy



* Merops suverciliosu Tluouohockod Bee-eatber,

ot guelte. Many, believed o be 5. b, turlur, were sden lepy..
~ing Aral Garros Plying northwest &t down o1 1L7+4h April, ang
a Tew were seen flying low in open desert between Aral; “ﬁ(

Ain Sallah the same day; a few scen almogt dodly alb Chott, an

at Beni Abhes 2nd--4th Nay. T

Dhimatopelias genegalensig Senegal Dove,

g ST el QU n..‘“.. .....

K Fow goon ol Bomi Abbes 2nd-4th May.

Otus scons Bcons Owl.

e

Onc cenght by Dupuy at Chott on 20th April.
Bubo bubeo Eagle Owl,

Al g

Heard at Chott on night off 20th April; probably Desort Eagsle
Owl B. b, agcalaphus.

.
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Coprimuleug curopacug Duropcan INisbtjar,
Ono seen alb Ghott TEENn Aprli one notltod nt Beni Abbes 3rd Mey
two sgeen after sunset in uondiighta hetween Bechar and Keapp-hg

Souk 6th May.

Caprimuloug ruficollis Red-nccled Nightjor.
e onv sht hy upuy et Bend Abbes 4th Mey.

l
|
I
N
|
Gngrlpp;“gs sepypbivg Bgyptian Nﬁfhbj‘r.
ne canziit by bupuy ot Chott 201h April. ;
Anus anus Swift. !
Twoauy geen ol ggeluq, gwoopling over the wools Lo drinlk, on
Ath April. Wumbers dgcen most doys at the Chott but an obvious
vassage on 25th April. A few scen at Peni Abhds.

Avus pellidus Pallid Swifd,
A Tew'gcenl at Bend Abbes 3rd and 4th Kay.

(Awuq melba Alpine Swifts wore breeding in holes in towcrs
in few, . Morocco, on 8th May.)

Merops aniaster Bee-eater,
FTocks seen ot Temenragpet 14th-16th April. Scen ot Chott
23ra and 20+th April. A Ffew olong roandside to Kgar-DBp-—-3oLlk

6th May.

R n-

K few ot Chott °3rd end 25th April. Freguent olb Dend Abbes
2nd-4<th May.

Merons orientnlis 1bblo Groon Bee-vater.
6o,

I
Teat wdeil on rood 100 miles south of Arndez 26th Morel.

e o s o . —— . —— —— —— — =

Upnupa, epops Hoopoe.
 Individuals goon in bush geubl. of Agadewr on 25th end 264 !
March; at gueltn Tth and 11th April and on road 4o Erwu' i M
6th May.

Jynzx torquilla Wrynccl, |

Pl

Teaeht by Diouy at Chots 20th end 29th Awril. !

Gn]'ﬂldToJ] o clnerca dhort-toed Dark,

. B P

hnny'nt"‘llu% o 23r¢ April: Fower bwo (oyve loter,

[P v

Armonancs decertl Descrt Imrk,
Beveral adrg av thoe suelbar one mele ddentificd Ty B oo
A. 4, geyri. Few pairs ot lenit Abbes,

L
i
i
5
5
H
Iy
i

o cincturus Boy.- “iWOG Dedexr s
i C“,'ml and near Bend Abbes,

Daric,
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ErcmnuioL[" nt’_gv cpe ¥ olbifrong Black-~crowncd Finch-Laxk.
SoveT o > Tlocks  (H086ibly B. leucotis aleo present) along
rondsido JﬂvO Qeners frlnro 254120 R Warehy '

Grlorids CIQJ‘E“LH“ vawvfe@ 1nxlz.

[y

~ A X " - ~.-| = ~ ’ = H |
Waii ol Lwnul ‘on orrival on 23rd April, but nunbers deeroesnoinge,

A]“c

O, Bifaseinted Loxk,
Irom Bo&“wno northwards on the read and nenr

C {1c>'0'u 131L ; 'vc11J a2 owabor--gide,

E@ggyaoo russhicn BSwoallow,

The ﬂ«iu(\JLLIf apoecles moat regularly scen throughout thoe
jonrney. Been ot Leades 27th March; small party north of In
tuemzom 304 Morch, Mony ot the guelta éaily, with obvious
PO sy e Q@h ond 9th Aprily soveral ot Tammnrasset 15th Anril
mmml@ aortion oooen olonsg ruad goutih of Adn Splloh L7th April:
particn scen dn fontureless desert bofore and after Regsonc on
]UFp e £ch Aprils one seon in w strong northerly 'sand wind!
noxbh o Advor 216t April; nll these birds were flying low and
maloing purposelul progresns northwards, One csucht after dork dn
roonting hole ob Bend Abbes 2?3)0 April. Mony wore geen ab Cholt,
PASLLCeD Ll progross 23rd and 27th-30th April. Moy atb Tend
Abbeo wisth n ponpnso on 2nd Mnj.

JFiirundo obaolota Dolea Crog Meortin.

t‘o

e hﬂKuL(hH¢$y ofopueltay one mole ddentilied by B.M. o
. 0. sontsd,

.._.........¢_ ——

.....

Delichon wrbicn Houme Martin.
Brotl poodien goen et the gurelts on 4th and 9th April only.
A Tow oeen ot Caott 230026 Uk April, Several at Beni Abbes with

nopossecc on 20 Moy,

Orioclus ov 19]11 (tolden Oriolc.
Ot Buen ob dond Abben 2nd and 3rd May.

Coaromy wofe 000 Brovm-nceled Raven.
GEen wosy Coyn cxespt dn featureless desert.
3 Roel: Thiueh.

Monti 01”3 sk
1 April nnd cne femnle geen ag Beni Abbog

1.3((.:). Fakv

3xnc Moy,

Oeinnntie oenonihe Whootenr,

OO e oo met on lat and L4th-1l6th April; din open desert
on LHh enc L&l A, Humbors st Chott on 23rd Anril but fower
Lownran Lhe ond of the wook. A tow d66n on rood GtL Magr,

Oenedhe desorsd Deoert Wheatoeor,
oo o e LEh Aord . ond nenr Regoene 200 Aprdld.,
cvwl”l.“uuﬁhlaﬂ,ﬁﬂmﬁﬂp

Oepinblhe Loveouyen Whii bo—rumned Bleack Chat.

T T T Guessan 306h Mareh and noticed mont doye; ob
the puelbn povorod kwwjmihuthdﬂLh, One male with no white on hand
vae ecireitded by the B ason Juv.Q. L, oucopyan. Aduldbe wihh

PR,

white honds scen foodilng young in natt 10 crovice b Lol) of

boanlld el 3ed Avedl, Two olher pairs soci bul LﬂJ1|§ in gimilnor
Loonlitics 646 ond 76l April. Meny (medinty juvendles) ot the
Chott durdng owe ooy one ot Bend Abbes. ,

sl eole rebe k Whidaehnt,
R et e ey e enelbn o 18t Aprdlty

It

mippt peen ob Chott //

LR G A
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|
o5th April ané neny on 29tk April., Meny ot Beni Abbes 2nd-5th ’
May; & fow secen along road 6th May,
:
* Eyggggpuruﬁ ﬁkoon1ppru Rod@twrt |
eral scon Boutl of Agndcoz 25th March. At the gueltn onc |
fonele seon on 9uh April, ~nd a male mnd femalo on’i?tb April,
A few scon ot Chotd 27th~30uh Aprdl, at Deni Abbes 3rd May,&ull
on roat 6th Moy, ' |
I
* Tuscinin megerhynchog Fightingele.
K pucldn soen ocens 10ﬂ\11y in denge bushes., A Tew Boon i
Chott. l
i
Cercotrichos 3“Afruq1%a salactoten Rufows Worbler, 1
Scon qt'ﬁf LN SR AL, i
Turdoides LuJyuq ? buchenpnl Fulvous Chattorer, (Buehonent s
Fashi-skulker - ﬁwnﬂ\rmWﬂ)
Porty in creurrinas of Pamenvacsct 1ot April. Smald porty st
Padjomont epring, north of Arok Gorged, 17th April.
* Acroccpholug nrundinecens Great Reod Worblor, i
sEaa , - - |
A fow nu\4kﬂgu o Bend Abboq 29th April o 2nd Moy,
* Acroccuhalus selrpecous Reed Werbler.
Moy ot Cboct BHW April: seen frequently ot Bend Abbes ,
ond~4th May. *

# Acrocephinlus | choenqb enug Scdge Worbler.
Mony ﬁu Ohotm el soon 1wost dnyq 23rd-30th Anril., Scon frogu
-cently ot Beni Abbos 2nd--4th Moy

*

Hippolais ictorine Teterinc Worbler.
Scon ot Chott 27th end 20th April.

olaie nallidn Oliveaccous Warbler. L
Wy ot ToanentYassct, probably the resident H. b. reigerd, cincd
one pair scon bu3101 a o annll grons cup dn o TR 0T up o b
congunrina trce on ls t Anrji. . P, OpECE seen infrequontly g
the Chott 916 in groater nunbﬁ" ot Beni Ah you 2nd-4th Mey.

b B e

¥* ﬂlnpolals

Sylvin hortengis Orshoan Werbler,

Ay s

Oy conght by'Dupuy at Chott 20tk April.

bylv:ﬁ “iflC”ULll“ Rlackeap.
soon and vnnu by Dupuy ot Chotlt 24t Apxril..

* gy pwporjn Gnrdcn Werblor,
Soon 4 guelis 6%h and 12th April, Severnl ccon wb Cliolt

5th—206th Apxil

3]

syivin communip Wolbethroot. o

PPN

Die taught by Mnouy et Tend Abhos 3rd May,

H

'Y]Wflﬂ“ nene, depoer b, Dosert Wrrblor, N
Caen nont bhOub |

Sylvie cantbillong Bub-nlplne Worhler, v Ly
Nun<¢ou 0 trecs south of Agndes 25th Morxeh, Mooy nesr e}
9‘11"9;[;“ ] [ 31 (.L ATJJ .]. -L []

incetroled Wrrbhlor.

o

%i'April.

Sylvia conen: el llnta
o "t Chott

% Phyllorteopd mx]ﬁmﬁ%wwwrm g
" uhﬂyjhwino eond seen b cuolto, G43--2.0Th rad L3th A)llL-EIV“
noetted TLb»E)Mn Anr11 wore ol UTOCHIJUI; Governl peen ab Tnoje-

copmh eevioe north oft A e r()F'“‘f foon aorning of LTI Amny il A
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N ._u..

few secen ot Chott; Jbllbrlx identifiecd at Chott 24th--28th Avril
and. at Doni Abbes 31 May. T -
ugelcape striato Spotted FPlycotchor, _

Q?on of Chott,” naximum mumbers presont 26+th-28+h Avril, A fow

[y

son ab Bohii Abbes 3vd-bth Moy

Plcodula:hvnnlouon Piod Flycatcher.
Fone at grelte.” Many seen at ClObﬁ meximum nuabers Urcucnt 01l
20th April) BCveral at Beni ABHod Luot-3rd Mny .

Anthug enn, Pipits,

“Heon with wngtoaile nt Tamenraescet Jlot March =mnd let Aoril,
and Irnqucutly ot ogueltoy one triviolis nctted Yth April ang
cervinus nebttod on 8L mnd 9th Anriil TR Chott meny AnLhua
ﬁnmn%y Corvimmg 25th-27th Apridl. ﬁnd'kgmﬁfﬁﬁﬂ 2nbh anidl 2OEh

Pri

Moteacilla son, Wogtails,

0no wfﬁa mecn nt In Guozzom 30th Mrveh., M, flave scon in
nunbers ot Tamenrasset 3Lt Movch snd Lot EpriTl " end froquently
at r“ur;)Il'L with grentest nubhers present on 7ith nnd &4h Aprild:
twoky—three ¥, £, flove vore nobbed Tth-llth April: five
M, £. thwnberp BHH-TIHH Avwil.
At Choty meny prosent, meinly M, £, flave, with grenbest
numbeTs prosent 20:+th AorJl a Fow pggpgpcﬂgllj 28th and 29th
April; one iberine neitted 29tk April. _

At Beni ADBes €cen frequently 2nd-4th May; four M., f. flavs

netted 2nd ond 3rd kh,, once of which had baon ringed i TEnly

(Vimerbells Rindni, 44° 0610, ; 12° 32'E.) on Ttk Moy 1965: onc
iberigc nebted 3rd May, once cinerocanille netted 3rd May (scc
Table 1.).

Loniue _cxcubltor GIU”t Grcv shrile, N
Scen morth of Agede Utb Moreh, Beon occosionnlly ot Chott
(ineluding ono JHVOnllC) 230¢-27th April.

Loniug senntor Woodchatb.
TTOneT L. 8. Henator seen at puelta 114h Aprdl. Scen infrequently
at Cliott PHEN-2TEh April. Scen At Benl Abbes 3rd and 41th May.
T, s'hadium scon once at Chott 20th April and Benil Abbes 5th May.
Rhoc oo c chws eithagines Trnpeter Finch., .
SEVorﬂﬁ'%mlfm WWCOTOG dodily at guelioa; one male identificd
by B.M., as R. g, zodlitzi. At Choll wo ny (mainly juveniles)

proment,

BEmboriza striolats Boheran Hovsc Bunting.

T ovornd modre nt guelta; one nest with two young in rock
erovice at bHrsc of gTiTT'Bxd Anpily frac-flying youns scon
cloowhere 8th April; onc fomnle jdentifica by B.M. as B, s,
gohrrac. At Bend Abbes meny srescnt 2nd-5th Moy,

ngucr B8P SPATTOWE ., . NP .
T fow ot Pemonressot wore not vroperly idountifiocd bat noay

hove boen P. ginpleyr Deoer Hp“7xoww. Alao meny b Al Ballek,

Hoear the -oiL oy D, hisnendolonsis Sonndell Boarrowe had Juel
CONWlbuOU brcec i i hudhvt, many woere precent ol Bend Abbes,



Table 1.
figr:nt and loc:l birds ringed during the trans-Ssharsn crossing.
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DIBCUSSION,

Genexnl Movenments.

Srmell numbers of prlrensrctic migrants were scen on the
Hogger Mosgif as would Ve cxpected from the small sorea of the
guelta; nevertheless ecighteen polacarchic species goen in
twelve doys at over 6,000 ft. a.s.1. {ond much of the Hoggmar
fnsoif lies at thot flititude) adds weight to Horeou's enogest-—
ion (1961) thet trans-Sohoran migration occurs over o broad
front, ond nlso confirms an observation madce fifty years ago
by Geyr von Schweppenburg (1.917) that the Hogsor Mrssif does
not deflect nigrants,

Hoad T stayed at the guelisn beyond mid-April I might well
hove scen additional speciecs; some species (Spotted Flycateher,
Icterine Warbler) do not pass through centrnl Nigeria in numbers
unbil the second half of April and cnrly May (Smith, 1965;
Blgood ¢t ol., 1966), thus could not be expected to appear in
the descrt until later still.
was the total obsence of waders, though conditions werc favour-
oble for them; it is unlikely that they bycpass the Hoggar:
more probebly they overfly. |
o northwerd direction before dusk, Mo ringed birds were recapt-
ured on subsequent days (though two wagtails were recoptured
the same day), so the populations apneared to move on daily.

Moon-watching indicated some movement at night., On 4th
April four birds were scem in one hour oll passing norvthwords,
though accurate interpretation of dircetion could not be con-
firmed beeouse of inadequate equipment. On 6th April only onc

bird wae scen in one hour.

Influence of wind. .
Persistent southorly winds caused a number of migrants
(wagtoils end Phylloscopi on the Hoggnr) to appear, whereans
northerly winds stopped movenent on a large aecnle. Mo gigns of
disoriontation wore noticed: even in the foce of gtrong north-
crly 'sand windgl%g individusl swnllows werc scen moking purp-

ogetul movement northwards.

#* ' . o _ " ) .
lgond wind' - a wind sufficiently strong to se¥ir up eand Go
a height of scverel netres, rcducing vislbility ot ground
lovel, though above several metres the alr remoins clear,



Lable 2. |
The weights of palacarctic migronte tnken during the jowmey
Whore therc ore more than five weiglhite in any one »neriod, the |

mesn woight is shown with range ond mmmber in

Tringn hynoloucos
Colidris minuta
Coprimulgus curonacig
Merong supereiliosus
Cnlendrella cinorca
Goloride cristnta

Hirundo rustica

Riparia riparia
Delichon urbicao
Soxicols rubetrn
Phoendcurus paocnicurusg

Tuscinio megarhynchos

Acrocephalus prvndinaceus
A. scirpncous éL&”
A, ilJ%?ﬂa
Hinnoledls icterina

H, pallid

Sylvia borin

schoenobacnus

o opnen

Phylloscopus trochilus
Anthus
Anthus cervinus

Motacilla flava

trivialis

Loniue cxeubitor 26.,4v - 50 gm,

Laniue scnalor 20,07 ~ 280 am. By o~ 20 .
¥ . .

Ineluding two rocapvure VUl‘hbn.

'PﬂbTP

braclkots
80 50'®,

Boxicola rubetro

15042403y (57) 1908 emay 13,05 - 20,00
Phocnicurus phocnicwrusl?, iil-14 v (L1) 25,8 fm.; 13,0 -~ 19.6 0
Iippolods lctorina 14, dv-25,v 24) 15.6 . 1LL0 - 19,04
Sylvin borin 9, 3423,V TL) L4 fm.: 16,5 - 33.00
Phylloscopus trochilus 23.ili- 11,iv(4) VoLl ey 6,6 - 10,38
Antius trivielis L9, Lid-4.v 42) 9.2 ma,s 20,0 ~ 3.9 ﬂf
Tondus sennsor 1A, 4449, iv 4)" 33,3 .y 20,0 - 39,00

3.

The neon welghts nnd ronees (nurboers in
ol mmu:pﬂbwﬂwcbu;ﬂnrvh o woiphed din Vom (99
during the gnring (M“Lrﬁobnd Tron vmidth,

gomple din breoekcotg)

|

{ 5 A [ TN v . - g b " I
G.iv ~ (6) 26,95 gr.; range, 24--31 g
J.ov - 46 om, |
2.v 42 ey A gn, :
20 ,iv - 22 o, |
|

?.'U ] j.V and 4]-
5-12.3v (11)16.7 an.;
22,iv-13.5 2V = L4

o, i
RONYNe, L4=21 mﬁ

D, 'l "?

G

3.y 10.5 o,
2.v e L3 e L4 g,
26, iv-5.v(7YL3.9 rm. s range 1219

29,1V

A,iv-23.3 g,
26, iv-17 .

s :]..O * {) (I‘f:}(l +
L1, iv-26,

b=

5 .

29.1iv ~ 29,5 o,

2-d.v -(7)9.3 mr.: wange, 7.5-12 g,
2.v - 10,5 @gna.y 9 9.5 gm. t
28.,dv - 12.5 g, }

2.v - 10 pim. g
12,iv - 20
254w - 15 gn.y 20,1v - 15 .

\
|
9(}_ 1103, )"T‘{
|
|

7-9.4v (5) 9.1 m.: ronge
T.iv - 19 am.

8.iv - 19 hm 3,1v -

T-13. 1V(30) 1b 3 gm, rrnnge, L, S22l
25 ive2 v (. )14 8 . pronee, L2-20 g

205 o,

aliown 4
SO

coely sramplo

196G)
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Weights. (Table 2).

Tho Hoggar Mogsif lies north of Wigeria so it is roosonsble
to comparc weights trken ot the guelta with the weighte of the
sonic @neeles token in Vom, central Nigeris (some 13° furthor
gouth) prior to their devorture from Nigeria in the spring. The
less 1% is intcresting to rccord that the M, f. flava recovercd
in Bend Abbes ncar the Chott was ringed in It2ly in the samc
nlece where o Vom-ringed bird was recovered (Smith & Ebbutt, 1965)
so there must be considernble divereity of fiight paths ond
intermingling of wnopulations,

The nean (18,3 gm.) of thirty M. flave wcighed between. 7th
and 13th April at the guclta was 3.1 g, (15%) less then the
meon (21,4 gon.) of twelve caught at Vom on Ttlr April (Smith &
cought in the vieinity of Beni Abbes between 25th April and 2nd
May ig 6.6 gm. (31%) less than the lost nean weight (21.4 gn.)
obteined in Von.

Tablce 3, showing the mean weights of some gpecles crousht
in Vom wnrior to their departure in the spring, has bocon included
to allow conmprrison of somc of The individual weights showm in

gl
Pable 2. On the whole, the weights on the Hoggor (ot approxin-
ately the helf-way noint of the crossing) sarc still conperative-
1y high (excent, nerhaps, witk the Trece Piplt caught oa Tth
Anril, weighing 10 gm. less then the mean spring weight in Von) .
In fact the five Willow Worblers cought at the guclts hiove n
greater menn weight then four cought in Von.

Since the guelta represcnted such o spnll area, 1t is
probable thet birds stooped there becausc it was on Their line
of flight cnd they will not miss an opportunity to refucl cven
thouglh their resorves sre atill adequate. It 1is mlikcly thet
pirds flying two nilcs cither side of the guclta would have

scen 1t.
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