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AFRICAN MIGRANTS IN NIGERIA

J. U, Elgood

wecently k.k.Sharland, P.Ward and I produced a paner in Ibis on
the present state of our knowledme of the movements of Pelaearctic

migrants in Nigeria (l). R.1.8., C.,H,Fry and I now hope to praoduce

a complementary paper on the movements of purely African speclen
within the country, but at a preliminary discusnsion on the subject

we had to admit that such a peper could hope to bo 14414l e more than

a frank confession of ipgnorance,

In the following section of thim article [ have triod to dindicntue
the various species that are. thoupht to show some repulor movements
within Nigeria, but the list is probably nel by any meana o complete
one. Tha intention is to bring these speciem to the notlce of momborm
of the Nigerian Ornithologists' Society, whose help in providing data
im solicited herewlth and in a letler accompanylng thins dssue of the

Bulletin.

Before presenting the list a few genernlisations way bhe worth while.
First it must be remembered that birds arcthe most mobile of nniunls,
and in Europe (and Worth America) most so~called 'resident' specics
show shifting populations on such ~ seale that fewarg renlly statiowary
(gee discussion in (3)). Trhe same is preh-lly trve of mnny tropical
species also, but from the ecclogic~l point-of-view it is prohnbly btrue
that both forest and montane species are essentinlly non-mirratory.
Savanna species, especinlly insectivorous ones, on the other hand, tend
to move north in the rains end sounth in the dry season, in other words
in harmony with the Palaearctic mipgrnnts (2). Aguntic npecies are
somewhat more of a puzzle, but hahitat chonges brought nhout by the wet
and dry seasons are certainly at work. Poasibly here the floodinp of
gome areas in the raing may moke them inhospliable at thobt moenson, #o
that movement may teke place in the oppogitn eopnn, Lo That for srvannas

and Palaearctic specics.

PUDICIPIDAE

Poliocephalus rnficollis fHewma to be sennonnl at noae placos nud
to colonise new waters very rapldly. Dnta neodod,

PELECANIDAE .
Hoth Pelecrnus onocratalus nnd P. rufencenn mimrutw...Dﬁtn ﬁéﬁﬁuﬂ-
£itDisIDAL ' ‘ '

A highly wigratory family and dntn nre reguired on o171 mppclen, thet
are not regarded s Palaearctic migrants. fven the Cnttle Frrot'e
Ardeola ibis movenents are very imperfectly known, nad thin. mpoclesn
rhould ‘receive detailed attention. The ppeeieo in quertion nre i-
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Ardea melanocevhala. Certainly sporadic in South ( eg. Ibadan).

Pyphon goliath, No data to hand.

Melanophoyx ardesiace. Not known to miprate.

Mesgophoyx intermedius. Almost certainly migratory. Care needed
in identification. -

Demigretta pularis. Probably remains on the coast, but may migrate

along it.

Bubulcus ibis. Clearly migrant. Data urgently needed of arrivals
and depsrtures in the South. :

Butorides striatus. Movements probably only very local. Data
needed. ‘ ‘

Nyctlcorax leuconotuse, Tigriornis leucolophus'& Ardeirellus aturmii

are all too rarely encountered to hope ‘for muchy dated records
waelcomed.

SCOPLDAR

Scopug umbretta certainly appears pporadically in some areas (eg.
Tbadan), suggesting movements. ‘ '

CICONIIDAR

A highly migratory family.

The general pattern of wovements of Sphenorhynchus abdimli are well
esltablished, but data on the route followed should be sought, Very
sporadic in the South (only met with once in Ibadan : 13 birds in
April). Is therc an Bast-West movement in N4igeria,? . Another-speciles
to concentrate upon. |

There is some evidence that Dissoura episcopus, Anastomus lameglligerus
and Ibis ibis show seasonal movement, and date are nseded.
Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis is too.rarely encountered to hope for
much but dates should be noted. Leptoptilug crumeniferus eeemsitQ]w
show local ‘Beasonal movements and data will be welcomed. o

PLEGADIDAE

Dated records of both Threskiornis acthiopicus and Hagedeshia hapgedash
welcome ap both species may well show scamonal movements.

PLATALETDAE

The Africnn species Platalea alba is probably migratory. Care with
identification neceded. ‘ -

FPHOENICOPTIRIDAR
Although Phoeniconaias minor is on the Nigerian list it is so rarely
encountered that any dsla would he welcome.

ANATTDAK

A hiphly mipgretory family. The African specice are all subject to
some mort of seamonnl movements and data, especially of the more
common specilen, would be most uscful. -

Thalasgornis Leuconotud. gbationary and non-mipratory on the
northern lakun ?

Anns caponmis. A lnown miprant. Rather rare, but dats useful.

Dendrocypns viduata, Cortninly makes sowc seasonal movemonts but
no clonr pettern has cmerged. Data phould be specirlly sought.

Dandrocyimna fulvn. Probably the same apnlies as for the preceding
ppecien.

Nettopun nuritus. Appearances in the Sonth are irremular, though
ceoms to occur continuously in the North, Well worth obtsining
dnted records, ospocinlly dn the Sonuth. The throc pocse
gnrcidiornis melnnotug, Alopochen aegyplius and Plgctopterus
rrmbonols Are a1l subject to nt least locel moverents and:
deted rocords should be sought.

Ptoroncths hortlaubi appears to be atationary on forest streams.
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SAGITTARIIDAE |
There is little evidence that the Secre_;'tary-Bird‘ is migratory.

AEGYPIIDAE ' o
The Bgyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus has been considered a -
Falaearctic migrant. No clear evidence of migration on the nert
¢f other vultures. iny relevent data most welcome.

FALCONIDAE

The predators include several Palaearctic migrants, some African
speciecs (below) which are clearly mikrant and on which éffort might
be concentrated. Many others apvear -to be nomadic presenting
irregular occurrence. The clear migrants sre : .

Chelictinia riocourii. Many met with once by myself as far
osouth as Tlerin. S ‘ .

Milvus migrans. Although c¢learly migrant in the South, there is
still 1ittle positive deata. 4 check on the numbers at a roost
would be very profitable. One such roost used to be at Moor
Plantation, Ibadan.

Butastur rufipennis. Clearly moves South in the dry season.

hecipiter ovampensis, Known to he a long-ranpge intra-African
migrant, but so rare there is little hope of additional data.

diccipiter badius. finother clear migrant. Like Kites. they
breed at the southern end of their range in the dry season -
a fact of considerable.theorctical interest.

Melierax metabates and Micronisus gabar would seem 2lso to be
locally nmigrant and dated records would be welcomed.

PHASTANIDGE

The two small Africen quails Coturnix delagorguei and Excalfactoria
adansoni ere both clearly migrant.  Recent records of the former
from Ibadan and Ilaro show this species reaches the South. The
latter certainly breeds nesr Lagos where Sander found a dog useful
to flush them from their grassy habitat,

RLLLIDAE

This fomily of skulkers includes some Palaearctic migrants, and it
is likely that some of the African members arc also migrant. Thoulh
observation is so difficult, dated records of Crecopsis egregia,
Porphyrula alleni and Gallinula chloropus are sought.

HELIURNITHIDALE

There are very few records of Podica senegalensis from the North,
but it would be worth while obtaining dates of more northerly
Occurrences as movements northwands in the rains are likely.

BALEAKICIDWLE

Although cranes are largely migrant birds there is little evidence
that Balearics pavonina shows seasonsl movement. Data are needed,
one way or the other, '

OTLDIDAE

Dated records of all bustards are sought. Neotis denhanﬁi is
certainly migrant and information on this species will be partic~
ularly welcomed. ' ' : S

BURHINIDAE

Since one thick-knee species is a Palaearctic migrant it ies quite
likely that the African species will also be found to migrate.
Data on Oedicnens senegalensis will be specially welcome but

U, capenpis may aleo prove to show seasonal movement.

JACANIDIE _
There is no evidence that the Lily—Trottér Actophilornis africanus
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are migratory, but ".2 rapidity with which they colonise new man-made
lakes supmests that they move about more than is at first anparent,

ROSTRATULIDAX

The Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis is almost -certainly
migratory, apparently spreading northwards as the rainy season
progresses. Some intensive study of this species would be well
worth while and records with dates from the whole country should
prove of pgreat interest.

CHARADRITIDAL

This family includes many Palaearctic migrants and it is likely

that the African species may also move to some extent as well. Data
should be particularly valuable for Afroxyechus forbesi ',to support
or refute the idea that they migrate to rocky country for breeading
purposes, and for Xiphidiopterus albiceps which may move -mainly as

a result of the changing water levels in the gandy rivers along
which it breeds. Data will be welcomed for all species of plover.

SCOLOPACIDAL

All Migerlan species are Palaearctic migrants; though some indiv-
icualo remoin throughout the year they are thought to be immatures
and there is no cvidence of their ever having bred. Any evidence
of waders brecding in Nigeria would be of special interest (the
Cormmon Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos is the most llkely candidate),

GLAREOLIDAR

Probably all the coursers and pratincoles are migratory to some
extent and data will be most welcome. @alachrysia nuchalis certain-
Ly breeds on midstream rocks towards the end of the dry season in
the South (eg. Olokomeji), and it is not clear where the birds
spend the rest of the year, It should be fairly simple to establish
whether or not Pluvianus aAegyptius is resident at a particular
locality. Deta for all members of this group are sought .

LARIDAE

Gulls ard more particularly terns are highly migratory, mostly to
the Palaearctic. Dated records are sought for Larus cirrhocephalus,
Sterna albifrons mAnd also S. maxima, 8. balaenarum and 8. fuscats.
Sporadic movements certainly also occur in Skimmers Rvnohbps
flavirostiris as witnessed by a single record of one at Ibadan
Reservoir, onc at Pan Yam fish~farm, and odd records from Lake Chad.
Do these birds merely disperse away from their breeding sandbanks
along the great rivers or do they show some seasonal migration 7

PTEROCLIDAL

Both Pterocles exustus and P, quadricinctus are known to show
seasonal. riovements. Dated records of hoth snecles are required.

COLUMBIDAE

It would scem that most specles of pigeon are relatively stationary,
though the maswing of feeding flocks (eg. of Streptopelia vinacea)
loplies conslderable local movement. Oena capensis, however, is
definitely migratory and dated rocords are sought, especially Ffrom
e "oor tosth, There ie some evidence that 8. roseogrisea and
Turtur abyssinica are migratory, and dated records are reguested.
PSTWTACIDAR
The only parrot known to migrate is the rsrely encountered
Poicephnlus rbbustus, and any records of this would be very welcome.

Peittacula krameri and Agapornis pullaria are aleso sporadlc in-
appearances and may well prove to show measonal movements,

TYTONIDAL and STRIGIDAE

There ie little evidence for seasonal movements im any of the ,
purely African owls, though any evidence to the contrary is sought.
Otus scnegalensis may be migratory.

St m
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MUSUPHAGIDAE

Puracos secm to be staticnary birds although it has been
suggested that Crinifer piscator is migratory in the North of
its range, and this would not be at all surprising in the Sudan
Savenna zone where dated records would he valuable.

CUCULIDAE

A1l the cuckoos are migratory; the coucals and Yellowbill
Cuuthmochares aereus apparentiy stationary. This is a family
worthy of very spec{él attention. It is clear that s:veral specioes
migrate into the North during the ralns, and dated first records
sre therefore spocially mought for thome apccies with really
distinotive ¢alls euch as Cudulus clamosus, C. golitarius,
Clamator levaillanti, Chrysococcyx cupreus and the two specles
oT lampromorpha (L. caprius and L. Ilaasi).

This ie a famlly whome movements in the whole continent have
attracted much attention, and it is highly degpirable that some
real contribution to the puzzle presented by many mpecies may he
forthcoming from Nigeria.

CULIIDAE
There is no clear evidencc of mipgration by either species of
nousebird, '
CAPRIMULGIDAR
Almost all nightjara erc highly migratory. They are a difficult
: group to identify exccpt in the hand. Numerous casunlties occur
ﬁr on the roads at night. If all these could be plcked up, ldent-

ified and the data s0 gathered pooled, the extension to our

knowledge might be considerabls. Probably the plcture will be

obscured by the diverse races of Scotornis climacurus (each pop~
i ulation presenting a different migration picture) but otherwiaec
" this common species might be worth concentrating upon. '

MICROPIDAE

A highly migratory family, but the more interesling species are
far from éasy to identify on the wing, and trapping is almost
impossible. . Neverthelese information on the following five

species would be invaluzble :
) |

Miecropus pallidus
M. aequatorialis

M., horug
M. caffer
Chaetura oabini
CORACTIDAE ‘
The majority of roll-~-. Z...2, .Low nlgration. Coracinrs cyanopaster

seems Lo be locul and stationary; kurystowmus gularis widesmread but
confined to tho forest. Information i gought on

Corncias dbysginica, lknoun to migrate within the savanna;

C._naevius, whdse nusbers in any area vary no much as to sugrost
migration; and ‘
Eurystomus af '~ which 1o concentrated into the South during the
dry  seaason but spreads right to the far North in tho raing,

when breeding occuras,

UPUPIDAL

The difficulty of coparating the Africar Tpupa senopgnlensis from
the Palacarctic U, epops precludes much information conlng forward
about African Hoopoe movementes,

PHUENTICULIDAE

There is no clear cvidence of wovements on the part of any specics

?f Wood~hoopoes, but a refutation of this statement would he interost-
ing.
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ALCEDINIDAE

Piscivorous kingfishers seem to be relatively stationary, though
Ceryle rudis numbers at Ibadan reservoir fluctuated seasonally, so
that this species may well prove to show some true migration.
Amongst the inwectivorous kingfishers there are some of the best
examples of migration within Nigeria and information on them is
particularly szought. The clearest case is Halcyon lcucocerhnln
which visits the Scuih only at the height of the dry season. '
H. senegalensis is nresent in the South throughont the year, but
spreads to the far Jorth in the rains and first and last datems will
be particularly valuable. II. mallmblcus may be found in gallery
forest st least as far North as Zarie. Does it move North in the
rains? Dated records will he valuable. H, chelicuti and Ispidina
picta are two other species that may well move North with the rains.

MEROPIDAE

C.H.Fry has made an inteacive study of this family and has appealed
in these columns before for any information on bee-erter movements.
Here the spocies to concentrate upon is Aegrops albicollis, where
dates for the northward passage in April/May and the southward in
Uctober will he very welccme. At Zaria there is some indication
that the Spring movement occurs in two distinct waves, presumably
of birds from éifferent origins to the South., This pattern might
be looked for clgewhere, notably on the Plateau. Data is also
sought on Merops s malimbicus, known to breed along the Niger and to
move into the ferest none in the dry season; and ‘M. nubicus ‘which
breeds similarly and disperses widely in savannas after breeding.
Is there anything more than mere dispersal to the wmovements of this
speciles ? Meliltophagus pusillus is apparently a partial migrant.

BUCEROTIDAE

The only ho¢nb111 that seems to call for attentlon is Loghoceros
nasutue which presents one of the few cases of "vigible migration®
known amongst Nigerian birds. Iike so many other birds, it moves
North with the rainr and the actual passage has often been remarked.
Dated records of these passages are now sought, and also any data
on changes in frequency in particular areas would be welcomed.

TROGONIDAE

Trogons ah?par.to‘bc stationary.
GAPITON;DAL |

Barhets appcar'bu bu buptlonary.
INDICATO T DAR

Tndicator indicaton deTFha Anlx Yanodl adide for which migration has
been suggested. ' ‘

PICIDAL
Woodpeckers appear to be stationary.
EURYLAEMIDAE & PITTIDAE

[l

Confined to the forast and stafionary.
ATAUDIDAR

Larks comprise a hizhly migratory family. Two species are well wort!
attention, Pinarocorys erythropygia and Heliocorys modesta which ser
to be migratcry. Mirarra cantidlans. ¥nown only from the extreme
North, is also probably migratory. Any evidence for migration of
larks will be most welcome. : ' '

MOTAGCILLI DAY

A highly migratory family with several Palaearctic migrant spec’ =,
Of the Africen svecics, Anthus richardi secas to migrate altitv -
inally from the plateaux to the plains, but the evidence is ve y
scanty. The very common and widesprerd A. leucophrys and

Macronvx croceus have voth been said to show local movements.

Dated recnim oFf +haps aurriee w77 he wmoot useful.
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% TIMALIIDAE

Babblers are essentially a stationary family, but it has been suggested
that Tyrdoides plebeja moves North in the rains, Bvidence nceded.

There is no evidence for the migration on the part of any specles
of bulbul.

- MUSCICAPIDAE

The only African flycatcher showing evidence of migration is Tchitrea
viridis, which is essentially a bird of gallery forest in savanva.

Tt migrates into the main southern forest in the height of the dry
season; but may do so only in some years. Any data on the occurrences
of this species in the southern areas will be mosi welcome.

TURDIDAE

Despite the large number of Palaearctic migrants in this family,

only two African species call for attention. The first is Oe¢nanthe
heuglini which undoubtedly shows local movements in that it quickly
appears on recently burnt ground in areas of Northern Gyinea Snrvanna.
Data are needed in order to be able to asse¢ss the naturce of theso
movements. The other species is Cossypha nivelcanilla, which is thought
to extend ites range northward in therains. At one time, beforoe I

knew the alarm call of this skulking snd seamsonal singer, I thought

it migratory at Ibadan, so caution is needed in assessing the local
status of this speciesl

. SYLVIIDAE -

r

Again despite the array of Palaearctic migrants in this family there
is almost no evidence of migration on the part of African species.
Oply Spiloptila clamang from the extreme North has been claimed to

be migratory in that area. Phragmaticolous species like Calamoecetor
rufescens probably move southwards as the dry season progresses.

| HIRUNDINIDAE

Birds so traditionally migratory as the swallows one would oxpect to
show movements in all thelr various species. In fact the evidence of
migration on the part of the African species in Nigeria is rather
fragmentary, and much more information on all swallows is urgently
needed,

Formerly only three species were claimed as migrants - Hirundo -
aethiopica (and further evidence for or against the migration of this
abundant and widespread bird would be welcome), Riparia cincta and
Psalidoprocne obscura., However at Zaria Hirundo leucosoma and
Pseudhirundo griseopygza are probably scasonal in occurrence, and the
following species definitely so : H., rufula, H. semirufa and IH.
abyssinica. These last three hirundines require special study at
other localities.

-~ CuMPLPLAGIDAR

Campephaga phuenicea, rather surprisingly, affords one of the beat
documented cases of migration within Nigeria. However furthor dated
records from all areas will be most welcome.

DICRURIDAE & PRIONOPIDAE

Drongos and helmet-shrikes appenr to he stationary,

" LANTIDAE

Despite the number of Palaearctic migrants in this fanily, there
have been no claims that any of the African epecies migrate within
Nigeria. Any clear evidence of movement into or out of a glvon nrea
of any shrike species would be interesting. |

OBICLIDAE

There is no doubt thet Oriolus auratus moves South in the dry season
and North with the rains. Tirst and last dates would he valuable.
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PARIDAR B
Tits appear to be stationary. B :
CURVIDAE o _
No evidence of migratioﬁ'fof Africanrépécies; 
STURNIDAE |

Cinnyricinclus leucovgrster is both a known migrant and a complete
puzzle. A conspicuous species, sometimes occurring in large numbers,
it has attracted much attention as A migrant species, but so far there
has emerged no clear pattern for its movements. A contradiction of
this statement would be most welcomel In the meanwhile, more data

are required. ‘
Lamprocolius purpureus has also been thought t0 be migratory, and
other species of this genus may well prove to be so.

Buphapus africanus seems to be mlgratory also, at least locally.

ZOSTERUPIDAL
White-eyes appear not to migrate.
KECTARINIIDAR

Several sunbirds are thought to migrate, but as some specles pass
into eclipsee plumage when their prescnce is emasily overlooked,
caution must be used in drawing conclusions. The best established
case of migration is that of Cinnyris venustus, and dated first and
lapt records of this species are valuable. Other sunbirds said to
migrate are Nectarinia pulchella, Hedydipna platura, Anthreptes
Longuenmsrei ond Cinnyris cupreus, while there is some evelence that
C. coccinigaster extends further North during the rains. Careful
recording at a loeality of all sunbird species throughou the year
will give valuable results. :

CERTHILDAE
No evidence that Nigeria's only creseper is migratory.
FRINGILLIDAEL

The three African species of Emberiza, - cabanisi, flaviventris and
forbesi are all elusive species whose gporadic appearances suggest
migration, Absolutely any dated records of these specios may prove
interesting. There is nlso some evidence that the range of
Fringilleria tahapisl may change seagonally and data will be welcome.,

Finally it is thought that Auripasser luteus is a dry season migrant
to the far North. Confirmation or refutation will be welcomed. -

PLOCEIDAR

A number i ppecies of this vast family seem to migrate, though to.
what extent is unknown. o o

It hae been suggested that Bubalornis albirogtris shows seasonal
wovemente, and also Sporoplpes frontalis. FEvidence is required.

The only typicnl weaver sugrested to migrate is Ploceus (Sitagra)
capitnllg. Is this merely a case of its becoming conspicuous aslong
the rivers when breeding ? . |

P. Ward has shown that Quelea queloa is migratory at Zaria and
resident further North (4).  There is some evidence that Q. erythrops
is likewise migratory further Souths All three specics of
Coliuspasger .~ macrourus, axillaris and ardens heve been stated to
bo migratory at one time or another., But hore again nn eclipee
plurage may be respongible for their apparent abpence at ono season.
Nevertheless T still think that €. macrourus is present al Ibadan
only @uring the rnins, as I c¢laim to be able to recognise the bird
in eclipse plumage! Moch more evidence is nceded on all three of

these whydshs, ‘

Coming to the Estrildines, three specics arc worth watching fo
as they have been thought to be migratory. They are Euvdice canta =,
Estrilda wmelpoda end Nemocharis capistrnta. In each case 1t is

T AT T = Tl e e st

R A
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likely to be a seasonal rsnge extension rather than » complete

population movement. o
fiually both Vidua macroura and Stmspanursa origntalis have been
regarded as migrants, though here again the likely explanation is
that the donning of an eclipse plumage has made the species incon-
spicuous. Nevertheless, dated records from all over Nigeria will

be of value.

In conclusion, it must again be stated that the species mentioned
wmay not be the only ones worth studying. The birds pingled out above
are thoée for which evidence has been produced in the past. Amongst
those not specifically mentioned there may well be some hitherto
unsuspectéd cases of migration, and there may well be others that

hove been overloocked by myself in the preparation of this artcile .
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U; A NEST OF THE VIOLEP-BACKED SUNBIRD
I, Waleh
? On 9th February 1966, whilst I was watching the nest of a

Red-winged inaplectes Anaplectes melanotis at Fellagi Village
0 0
(9° 50t N,, & 43" E.) near the Kainji Dam site in the Kontagora

't Divieion of Niger Province, my attention was drawn to a bird I
had not previously encountered, which frequently and noisily
visited a slender sapling. Thie bird proved to be n female

| Violet-backed Sunbird jnthreptes longuemareéd., in the dnitial

stoges of conatfucting‘its nest. The nest at that date counsisted
1 of e smnll pad of fibrous plant material resting on the horizontal
sbtem of a thorny creeper about 18 ft., up in the sapling. The nest
tree was in a feirly open position with the ground beneath burnt
bare. The area however wns generally one of thick bush apsoc-

( iated with a wet-geason watercourse, and such trick@t—loving'

species as the Oriole-~Babbler Hyperperus atriceps and the Grey-

hended Bush~phrike Malacounotus poliocephalus were seen there

during the dry season.



