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95.
SEEVIRAR

An_Unidentifand Bussaud dn Soketo. On 5rd, 4th and 5th January
196? & buzzerd Butoo op. was geon ol Tubkin ﬂa&arﬂf;, vk b
Frovince (for fvuocviption sud localtion of this tubki see p. 99 ).
Aftér ﬁevaxal'woor end flasting viewn were given, a good view
wap at laet chbained on Hih Junuvary, ag the blrd perched 60
netres awwy fuemegun ot 0800 hre. It was idsntified as a Buteo
by its shapus, slze, porture and flight characterictics, and this
waBs clinhhaﬂ hhan_;t ealloed, a typical swewing Ypiuu' which
sounded to ﬁy eaé juat liks the call of tha Europear Bugzzard

B, butée} I an govdefied

that it was net a Red-talled
Buzzerd B. nupuralic, the

only Higerlan npcclen, rince

thip would oppene to ba one

of the fow Bussards with ssarce-
Ly any plurmage vprirniam and
nons of tho mhaﬂﬁcttrb of tho
prepent spocinen deocribed

below match B. pmouvelin. The
gpecimon isg figured at the right,

re-drawn from fleid atoiches,

“ Deperintion ¢ fopehead, orowa, nape, mantle, back, rump and
upper suriace of winge uwalform earth brown, the forshead and
erown perhapn ecomovhat warmer brown, and a suggestion of some
prle feathor-elgings on beck; capped appearance"upperside of
tedl brown with oinnamon wash, egpecially distally, and with 5+
equally-gpacaed indistinet narrow darker bands. Sidea on neck
earth broun, this chade extending as a patch onte the sides of
the chest; cheoola plightly paler brown, and lores very pale;
throat, braast and flonks white, with a few narrow black stresks
on- throat end breant, becoming large &ud conspicuous ¥ or Y
shaped marks on nides.of lowor breast and flanks. These marka
weré more=-ore-lean aligned into nbout 4 rows, snd the posterior-
most ones were the largoest and were clearly demarcated from the
immaculate whiltish or pale buff belly and under~tall coverta.
Underwing surface white with some dark narkings not well seen;
in flight an indelinite pale patch shows on upper wing at base
of primaries; ab reat wings f2ll sbout 2'em short of tail. Bill
suall, dorli, ceore pale whitioh, eye dark (brown); lege end feet
dirty pnle ochre or pale yeltow, ‘tarsus' . naked, appeared rather
-long. About olse of R.buteo, or slightly smaller. :

Identity : on geographleal grounds the two most likely cand-

idates mre Butes buteo and the Long-legged Buzzard B. rufinus.
Most Buteo wmpecien nre csubject to conslderable plunage )
variation, but the above description does not correspond with
any plumales of Afrlcan or Western Palaearctic buzzarde ae
given in Panneveau (LGHT), Mackworth-Praed & Grant (1957)
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Peterson et al. (1966), Cave & MacDonald {1955) or Grossman &
Hamlet (1965); i.e. B.buteo, B.rufinus, the Rough-legged Buzzard

) r——

B. lagopus, the Steppe Buzzard B.vulpinus, the Bastern Stepwve

Buzzard B.menetries.. the Mouutain Buzzard B. oreophilus, the

Jackal Buzzard B.rufofuscus, or B. auguralis.

Apart from the Cape Verde Xs. B. buteo bannermani, this species

is not known to occur in West Africa; however a number of examples

cluding one sight rescord from Figeria (Hopson, 1965), and five
specimens and sight records in Senegal (Morel & Roux, 1966). The

latter consist of : one B. r. rafinus (Eurasia) captured in 1913,

one B. r. cirtensis (Morth Africa) captured 1961, one B. r.
rufinug collected 1964, and two seen 1965, C.H.Fry
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Escéﬁe-Diving'in Egyptian-Plover Chick and Black Crake. It is

probably the case thait most birds closely associated with water

can swim. That an adult_Black Crazke Limnocorax limnocorax should

do so is not particularly sufprising, but it is worth placing on
record that one which panicked on walking into (but not getting

caught up by) & mist-net set in reed-beds at Tubkin Madareri,

Sokoto Province (See p. ), escaped underwater, re-appearing

shcut two metres away. It may have swum or clung to underwater
vegetatioﬂ. |

On the lower Kaduna River, near Bida, I saw several chicks of

Egyptian~-Plevers Pluvianus aegyptius in mid-April 1965. One of

these, about a week old, I chased across a sand-bar to the water's
edge, where it jumped in without hesitation, immediately submerged,

and 'flew' underwater using its Wings for about 20 metres. After

15 - 20 seconds it surfaced in midstream, where I caught it and

found it scarcely we:ted. The edge of the sand bar formed a cliff
a few inches high. Jhe water was clear and an excellent view was

had of the first few uetres of the chick's 'flying' progress.

C.H.Fry ’
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