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WILDPOWL IN NIGERIA : THE 1966-67 CENSUS

Vot T Ol PRy

West A:E‘r:j.ca prov1des the wmtemng quarters for large numbers of' Palaearotlc
d‘uol.., not in the moister vegeta’tlon belts near the coast as one m:i.ght 1mag1ne, _ .!
bu'b :Ln the ar:.d Sudan “and Sah”el savanna mones about 1000 Km north of the Gulneé |
coast. !Lpart from brackish coastal lagoons there a.r‘é yary few natuml waters
w:.thln several hundred 1c1lometres of the seaboard of ‘:f'es‘t Afrlca,, e.-xcept f'or a
Seheg,al s Gambia a.ri& French Guinea. From here an :ers'egular serles of” rlvers, marshe=

and lakes reaches across the semi-arid reg:r.on to Lele Chkd, One of the richest
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areas of all is apparently the inundation zone of the Niger, between Timbuktolq-_ and
the upper reaches of the river 300 Km to the south-west. Nearér t0 L&ilce 'Gha.d,:l

- there is an -Extbrisive area of ‘wetlands between latitudes 12° and 140 N.',-' in the
“Ayibinity of the'border between Nigeria and the Republic of Niger, consisting® -

of numerous more-or-less isolated lakés situated in lightly wooded country which
is'reinless dur:.ng the northern winter when it is visited by Palaaarctlc wildfowl,

iee October to Aprll.

In J anuary, 1967, an attempt was ma.de unda,r the aegms ‘of the ngeman _ _
Omlthologlsts' Soclety and in congunctlon Wmth ‘the I,W.R.B. M:Ld—wmter Gcnsus W
to count wmldf‘owl in some of these aYeas, The enormlty of the taak wn.ll be ‘
approc:.ated when it is realised that N:Lger:.a 1s the size of France, 3 Belglum the
Netherlands, Switzerland and Italy, and that only a dozen ornmtholog:.sts could 3
be found to participate! Tho results tended to confirm what was already known :
shout the apundance and distribution of w;i.lclflqwl in ‘the. country, which may be

e

. summerised by regions as follows : .

The Coast : |
Europea.n sea~diick do not occur #s far 'séuth as ‘the Gulf of Gulnea, the coastalg'
]_agoons aré apparently unsua.table for wildfowl in general except that tha White- ]
:f‘aceri Duck Dendrocygha vidusta whmh breeds at Keta and other: coastal lagoons in
Ghana. move eastWards to the Lagos 1agoons and marshes in the dry season (Sander,
19_;)6, Nigorian Field 21 lL|.7-162) © After 12 years residence abt Lagos, the same
author reported that White-faced Duck were the ohly common specics on the Lagos-
marshes (nearly all of which have mnow been drained‘)-, and the I‘g;ygmy Goos.e. "

sccur:
Nettapus auritus and Har’claub's Duck Pteronctia hartlaubii sparsely, _wh:l.le

.Garganey Arias querquedula. were Very rave. - Dur:.ng the census a small flock of g

unidentified duck, probably Whitu,—faced Duck ) Was seen on a brackish creek near

Liagos,

5 Southern Nigeria - A e R |

Apart from temporary open Wators found in the flood—plalns of the larger .
rivers, natural lakes ara vex:y sca.rce :mdeed in the ares south of the River Wiger [
a.nd 11:3 eastc,rn tributa.ry the Benue m N:Lger:_a. _ In recent years a. mber of ‘small |

reservo:x.rs have been constructed, but coun’ts at four reservoirs in the Wesbern RBglC

'between Ibadan (? 25 N ): and. %gbomosho (8 10 N, ) were all nega.tive in respeot of
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wildfowl., Pygmy Geese have 'OCcurred"irreguiarly.' a’glbadan, but there is only ong
record from the whole of the Eastern Region (8erle, 1957, Ibis 99 : 371-418), )
. No counts were made during the census: peried :LnEastem Region ,Where “the only

.‘ fégﬁlariy-bc&xirfiﬁg duck; is Hartlaub's Dﬁck and other Afriea.ﬁ species are rave,

.e. Whn.te-—faced Duck I{nob—bllled Goose Barcidiornig melanotos and Spur-winged

Goose Plectropterus gambens:.s (Serle y loc. cit. )e Apart. from Gargeney,’ tho only

European duck recorded in southern ngema are single examples of‘ Wigeon
... . Anas penclope (Ibadan? 1935) and Ferruglnous Duck Aythya nyroca (Lekki Lagoon,
;1‘1911_1) (Ba.nner;gap, 1951, Birds of Tropical W@st_ﬁfrlca, Vol. VIII)

" Phe Gr-eé.‘f:I Rivers

The Niger, and o a lessor oxtent the Benue and thc,lr tr:n.butar:.es the Solcoto,
Kaduna and’ Gongola r:wers, have wide flood-plains whlch are an mportant year—round

'ha‘oltat for such Afrlcan w:a.ld:f’owl as Knob-billed. Geese Spur—wmged Geese,’ .-

L Egypt:;_an GC.ESG Jalomchen aegyptlacus a:nd Whlte—faced Iiuclc. In partlcular, ‘the.

N:Lger flood-plaln includes a vast area of We tlands whloh are probably suitable .
for both. open-nwa,ter and grazing wzl.ldfowl but have been 11ttle 1nvest1gated
omlthologn.cally. For the 600 Km of the river between the’ Da.homey bordcr and -
its -confluehes with the Bunue s :Lts f‘looa plaln varles betwaen 8 and 20 Km in w:LdLh,
and, onily.some;: 100 Km of ‘the river south of "10° 15 N. are rocky and unsultablc. for
w:l,ld:f' owli | ' ' S o

o Gounts onithe Nige#, in the vicinity of Fqge Island (10 25' N ‘thé site
of’ ﬁhe great N:Lger Dam soheme, produced. some- numbers of Afrlcan spec:u.,s, but no
Palaearctic duck), Whlch appear not to penetrate as far south as thls on the N:Lge:t‘.

Palaearctic geease do not occur at all in Africa. ..

“The. Kainji Dam, as it is called, is at an advanced state-of. constructlon ‘and

by 1968 & lake will be forming whlch will be eventu'illy 120 Kn long a.n& 125000
‘hectares (L|.80 sq miles) in aren." Although the 1a1cu w111 136" to the south oi‘

-' their maln vintering ares, northern ducks w:s.ll doubtless be a’ctractcd. to ity
hOWeVE.I‘ whethur the lake will. prov:.de a sumtable feeél i{g hnba.’cat for d.uck remaing

to be ében. -

The R:Lvar Yobe Dralnage Basm o

- The RJ:VOI‘ Hadea:.a“ ig the 1ongest of' sevoral trlbutarz.es wh:Lch run roughly
“parallel in s northvcustorly dlrectlon to: Form' the River’ ‘Yobe (or Komadugu Yobo)
emptying into Leke Chad and dmlmng a large part of N:E. N:Lgema. . Assocmtcﬂ wit

these tributaries are ?umerous poorly drained areas whlch form lakcs in thb wct
season (May to Septembe¥), gradually drying during the c,nsuzl.ng dry. season.. About
400 lekes cstimeted from-air photographs to be 400 hoctares or more in extunt in
October lie ih the area between Kano (12°:9' N, 80 50‘ E.) and’ Titke CHed,. The B
gruatest concentration off ldikes.is along the, border of ngerla with the Republid
~.of Niger from 10° 30t E.- “tar 12° _7;0' T The great sxtent of the R.. Yobs dramage
wetland area is’ shoviri in-the ’ acccmpanylng £igurg, . prepared* frtam avallable 1:50,000
‘-a,nd 1:100 ,000 coloured Federal Survey maps, Only areas within the squarcd blocks
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on the flgura‘WGre 1nspactcd for lakes on.Fuderal SurVey'maps, since the avdilable
mAPS cf the rcmalnlng parts of ngerla were not colourtd foz surface water and

are vcry dlfficult “to inturprut in this respect. No attempt was made %o nap
wctlnnds south of 7° 30'' N." The stlppled aras on the flguru encompasscs all

6 15"x OO 15' mquares containlng one or more Iake of 20 hectares or over, with -
Lhe oxccptlon of sqQuares contalnlng e qlnglu lakc only snd isolated by more than
one sqguarc from othur wotland areas, ' -

- Wildfowl counts wore made in January,.and also in Ducember and February,

ot Lakos ncar Nguru (129 55! N, 10%:25¢ B,), Hadejia (12° 35t N, 10% 10! B, and
12° 15t W, 10° 05! E.), Kene (11° 501 N, 8% 30! B.-and 11° 52t N, 8° 28' E:) and
Goidam (12° 55! Ny 11° 55" B.). - -Of Palacarotic duoks, Garganoy wore recorded at
neavly all looaliltivs, in £locks up to 500; byt Pinteil, Anas acuta although 1033 
widespread, tended to peecur in much larger concentrations (up to 6006)‘l Fefrugihous
Duck wore. found at most localitics.in numbors up. to 500, but Othur spocles were.
scOTCo (Teol. Mas groccn « 13- Wigson = 1; 1,5, Shovelur %patula clypeata ~ } and
100; Tuftoed Duck Aythys fuligula'm\la)- Gounts made at soven wators ncﬁr :

the mouth of the Rivor Yobe .did not -give spuctnculur results. 150 Garganuy;

50 Pintail and, 3 Shoveler were the only Palaserctic species rucordad, and.Afrlcan

species wore not numerous either. . However the, level of Lake Chad has bccn falllng

for four years, and this:year for the first time since regulur obschatlon commenced
in 1962 there was no dry-season flooding hohind the coastal dunes (A Ja Hopson)

The mamber of wildfowl rgeorded this year wag. thus _“incrcdibly 1ow" compared wlth
previous ycars,. and the Whitc-faced Duck particularly has declined dragtloalyyl .

 Mfricen wildfowl Werd néted in hundréds ab most of the northorn Iskes. Most
w1de1y dmatrlbuted whs the White-fodad Duck with 200 at most Jlekes and 1500 at -
Nguru." The Pygmy Goost was Widespread in smnll numbers on all Waters, and Knob-
billed Goese, Spur~w1nged Goaso and Bgyptian Gedse occurred more locally in flocks
up to QOO, 200 and 150 ruspuctxvoly. ‘T ‘status of the Pulvous Duck Dendrocyana

fulva in West Africa is far froi properly understood; - there are a few wet-season
.breoding records, end the species hes now been recorded in Nigeria in all months,

but in greatly varying‘nuﬁbcrs. During the census 100 were noted at Geidam and

-

2000 ot Nguru, ~ Tho odly other Afpican specics recorded-during the census were White-

backed Duck Thelassornis louconotus (three loealities - 1; 8 and 20 birds), and
Hobtentot Toal Anus punotata (1 at Kano, 2 At Zaria 11° 15! N, 7° 35! B. and Y. ncar
You 1§,f20' ). |

of course, only the most sketchy indication of the Aigtribution of wildfowl

in Nigoria can hopo to bo gained by o limited number of observors, but by extrapolatic

of observations mado at o fow wators to the whole of the Yobe drainage basin, it
seoms that this arca together with the WUaturn Bhorb of Lonks Chad meay harbour in

the order of '100y000 Polacarctic duck in thc dny soason,

Remoining Aréns

~No wildfowl wore goen 1n the cunaus puriod ab mlning ruagrv01r$ on the Jog’

Plateau in Central Nigurla. Ducks and gunac are nover common hcre, but White~foacod
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Duck and Garganey oceur regularly (the latter in the dry scason only) in small

numbers.. To the aouth of' Lakc Chad there are marshes end Il.alrcs along the

Yedseram and parallel ‘rivers :E’low:mg, riorthwards into the leke, This ares is
llkely to contain dense popula’clons of duck (A.J . IIopson) A count on the Yedseran
nesx Bama (11° 300 W, 12° 40' E. ) produced 300 Garganey 200 Ferruginous Duck,

and small numbers of three Afmcan geese, No’ couan were nede on wetland arcas

of the RiVer Gongol& or R. Donga, both tributaries of‘ the Benue which have &d.]o;m:mg

exte.nswe maxshes,

Cextain lskes in northern Soltoto Prcvinc:e in N.bi. N:Lgema. ware formurly
wallnlcnown for thelr sport, but appear to hwe declined. in importance in the
last two d¢cedes. ., Gowers, quoted in Bannerm&m (100. clt, ), wrow that "Hundrc,ds
of aoves of water were so covered with duck that you could not find & squax'e yurd
without a duck" on Sokoto lakes gbout 1931, In January 1967, visits were made
‘to geveral northern Sokoto waters, but very low numbers of wildfowl were rtacordec'\ll,_
(150. White~faced Duck, 300 Pygmy Geese, 200 Gargeney, and mostly less than 50 |
Knob~billed Geese, Spur-winged Geese, Pintail end Ferruginous Duck), It has
been the axperience of wildfowlers in recent years that the Sokoto lakes are 1ess
well stocked than formerly (RiE. Sharland), Tdentification of birds in the I‘:Leld
was more of a problem for the early than the contemporeary naturalist, and &lthough
Mallerd .Anas platyrhynchos, for instance, Were recorded as plentiful in Nigeria
gbout: 1930, and in Gambia, it seems likely from the absence of. any recent rc,cords
(see Morel & Roux, 1966, La Terre et la Vie L : 13-72 for oent..gambim.) tha’c the
spocies dees not occur and has not ocourred at all south of the Sahara. Agum, 8

" corpespondent quoted by Bannerman (1930-51) noted that Pochard Aythyu ferina were

one of the three commonest species on lekes north of Kano and in Sokoto Province,
but there.are only a few recent records of Pochard in Nigeria, all on northern
lakes, However the other two species quoted as bemg amongst the three commonest
were Shovaler and Pintail, and it is scarcely probab...o that errors of identification
were made here. The Plntall is still common (although its numbers {luctuate
widely from year to year) » but the Bhoveler is not, so there may have boen

gheal changes in the mapnltude of w:l.nt,ering populu.tiona of some apocles in Nigeriss

Besides the various specics of L‘uro;pean duck alrcady mentioned, the only other

species recorded in Nigerin is the Gedwell, Anas sbrepera ono boing shot near

Lake Chad in 1929.
\

Barly travellers' tales aboub water being black with cluok can ogcnmion&lly
be matched at the present time, for ono correspondent who visited MopL.L, in
the Tnundation Zone, within the census period, wrote that "the s]cy wWos Jnturnljy
cloudy with duck”, and comparsble similes mey at times be dvawn in northorn

Nigeria also.
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the fire at Ahmadu Bello University in March 1967, but copies had already been
sent to the L.W.R.B, from whom the date was re-obtained for the preparation of
this report. The author would apologise to any census participants whose name is

omitted above.

Sy

In Jonuary 1967 menbers of the Nigerian Ornithologists! Society participated
in the LW.R.B. Mid-winter cunsus by counting wildfowl on represuntative watcrs
in Nigeria. No Palacarctic gevse or sca~duck occur in or off Nigeria, and
Palovaretic duck do not occur on floodpluins of the Niger/Benuo rivors, bub
winter on tho somi~poermonent wetlonds north of 12° Ny The commonest speocies
axo Gargoney and Pintoail, the former being more wideaprend.  Perruginous Duck
are less common, mnd Tufted Duck, Teal, Wigeon and Shoveler occur regularly but in
very low numbers. In the order of 100,000 Palaerctic duck are thought to |
inhabit the Yoboe drainage basin, between Xono ond Lake Chad., The status of African

species in Nigeria is briefly touched upon,



