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OLive-backed Swibird Gyanomitra verticalis,

At Mbaskon, in miseion station garden, July 1964, April 1968, In the nearby
Mbagkon M,A. Forest, Jan, 1968, Apparently en all-ycsr resident, but in the

dense forest in the dry season.
Cabanis Bunting Huberiza cobanisi.
Near Jato Mkaa on 8+th March, 1967.

Swainson's Spectacled Weaver Hyphanturgus brachypterus, -
o nost 30ft high in a tree vine in Mbaskon W. A. Forest
cen in rainy season at Mkar, near Gboko. .

A pair feeding young in
~on 16th March, 1963, Also s

Orange-checked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda. |
A few at HMbaakon in wet season, One carvying nest

ing materiai in July,r 1066,

Nigerian Combassou Hypochers nigeriae.. .
Scems to be rare. One male at Shangbum, 15 miles’ south of Mna akon on 16th

October, 1965,

I ERERENENEDN

PRYUSS'S CLIFF SWALLOW Lecythoplostes preussi
BREEDING IN WESTERN NIGERIA =

~ H, W Ashford,

The dem of the new Oyo resevoir, 3 miles west of Oyo, on the Iseyin road
is about 200 yards long and %0 feet high, A spillway hag been built at the West
ond, and in the centre, the flushing pipe leads from a tunnol which goes deep
into the dam, into what used to be the course of the Awon River. The tufnel is
about 10 feet high, and semi-circular in scotion., The entrance is half blocked
by a wall which leaves only the top 5 feet open, In. front of the tunnel ig the
0ld river bed, This is periodically £looded when the flushing pipe is open. The
vegetation has been cleared for over 100 yards around, leaving well kept short
grass, With a bit of scrambling it is possible 16 -enter the tvanel and walk al-
ong the flushing pipe for about 60 feect. o o _ - o

Besides containing large numbers of dead fish, and very lively wasps Bolon—
ogagter specics, the tunnel is the home of a colony of Preusg's Cliff Swallows
Lecythoplastes prousgi, This bird is said by Bannerman (1953) to be rare, and -one
of the most interesting of its group. It seems not to have been previously record-

ed from Western Nigeria.

On 14th January, 1968, well over 100 birds were present, They flew in a very
compact flock, wheeling round the entrance to ‘the tumncl, when a ,few would leave
or join the group, or flying away high, almost out of might to hawk for ingects.’
Sometimes the entire flock would disappear into the tumnel. They constantly call-
ed with a martin-like "“prrp prrrp", but when elermed, the whole group went silent
and a few individuals called a single loud “pseep®. The whole mamner of these birds

recalled breeding Send Martins Riparia riparia.

T

Identification ig ecasy when the birds are bohaving and calling in this WAy,
but lone birds might be confused with Red-rumped Swallowe Hirundo iufula not
very familiar to me) or even very dirty House Marting Delichon’ urbica. The wings
appear dull dark brown while the back has a bluigh sheen, The patch of feathers
with white bases on the back is sometimes surprisingly conspicuous. The rTump and
underparts ave very pale pinkish, almost white, The best disti ieuishing feature,
the white tail mirrors, is seerd only when a good view is had. 1 have seen birds
at al) ranges from 3 feet, but have not been able to sce the chestnut patch behind
the eye mentioned by Barmerman, Clearly this is not a usefvl £ield character. In
gize and general shape these birds resemble.short tailed Ethiopian Swallows Hirudo -

aethiopica | S . _
Although the resc¥oir was visited on 19th Wovember, 1967, the CLiff Swallovs

were not seen until 14th Jamuary, Pogsibly the whole group had moved off tempor~

arily, or they may not yet have arriveds On 14th January, there were about 65 negts




.43,

on the roof of the tunnel, These were in various states of disrepair, and did
not seem to have been recently mended. Breeding had apparently. not yet started.
On 218t January, there was ovidence of new building., On 22nd March, the birds
were extrencly agitated when we stood in the entrance to the tunnel,” and eggs
could be felt in the one nest which could be examined without fear of damage.
At that bime the flock was estimated at 150~-200, and 9% nests were counted. On
20th June, there were 150 nests, but only about 40 birds were seoen. This time
they were much more scattered, and showed no great agitation at our approach.
Thinking ‘tlit breeding must have finished, we took dowm 4 nests. to examine for
actoparasites. Surprisingly, 2 of these each contained 2 young swallows, prob=—
ably about 10 days old. It seems, therefore, that breeding began towards the end
of January, and .continued at least until the end of June. -

The nests themselves are shown in the accompanying drawing. They were con-
gtricted of mud pellet§ and suspended from the smooth concrete roof of the tun-
nel, Groups of nests were clustered together so that it was quite impossible to
distinguwish individuals. The largest cluster contained about 70 entrance tubes,
and the 150 nests were arranged in 7 clusters, from 2 feet to 20 feet from the
entrance, Unlike othér hirundine nests, these have the entrance tube projecting
vertically downwards. The tubc was up to 6 inches long, and 1% to 2 inches in

internal diameter. -

. P T
-t - i

—

o . A =all cluster of nests of Preuss's
- C1iff Swallows Lecythoplastes preussi 20, 6,68,

_ The nest lining was sparse, consisting of pieces of dry grass, a few feathers,
unidentified hairy seeds and some sand scratched from the wall. -

It is hoped to continue of).sorvations on this colony,

The new Oyo rescvoir is an ideal place toobuirvé other species of ‘Swallow, as
they hawk over the short grass, or drink from the regevoir, On 19th November, 1967,
a flock of about 50 Banded Martins Riparia cincla were febding over the gpillway.
The characteristic white eyebrow gitreak was seen only after half an hour of care~
ful observation with very close views. This was partly due to the harsh light, but
obviously this is a difficult field character, The birds appear larger and more
powerful -than the European Sand Martin Riparis viparia, but positive identification
would be extremely difficult without a very good view, '

On all the January to March. visits therc were large numbers of Buropean Swua~
llows Hirindo ruaBica, A few Red-rumped Swallows were scon on 21st Janvary, and on
all the.visits, varying numbers of Ethiopian, Bufous~chested Swallows Hirundo semi-
rufa, Mosque Swallows Hirundo senogalensis, Striped Swallows Hirundo abyssinica, and
Wire-tailed Swallows Hirundo smithii were present. e ‘ ‘

The record of a flock of 50 Banded Martins is probably of eonsiderable intor-
est, Bannermarn' (1953), states that this species occurs only in West Africa singly
or in pairs, between June and October. He mentions no records from Western Nigeria.
The present record for November, and that given elmewhere in this issue of the Bull
etin (Notes page ), for Jonuary 1968 probably indicate that the species is comm-
only overlooked rather than that it is extending its ranges
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PIICORYS L v I I SR : )
Bannermanj D.A: (1953),: Tho Birds of Wost.& Equatorial Africa. Volume 2,
: o London, Oliver & Boyd, s

#4pg43(Line -1'2.) Five birds observed carrying food into tl:le‘_hmnel', 26th'-J"'u1.y )

advatere

 ON_BIRDS FEEDING ON RIPE FRULTS OF THE OTL-PATN,
PARTICULARLY THE CASE OF THE HITE-TRROATFD BER-EATER,

v .

. antony Pettet,

‘In a previous mimber of this Bulletin Fry(Bull,N.0.8. 3 & 16) recorded

"t the prasence of fibres of 0il-Palm nuts Flaeis guineensis in the gizzards of .

. a number of White~throated Bee-eaters Aerops albicollis. collected at Ibadan -
. in April 1964. In the absence of any observations on their: fiethods of obtaining

" . this food he presuned the birds had stripped the epicarp from the fruits in the

happens I discovered whi

ng descended to .falleq_fruits on the grouad, What actually
1st studying the feeding habits of the birds in the
grounds of the University of Ibadan during the dry season of 1967/68, and the
explanation is stranger, perhaps, than the gomewhat lmprobable suggestion made
Throughout most of the dry season bee-eaters were seen consuming large
quantities of strips from the oil-palm nuts, so much so that these must have
made up a very substantial proportion of their diet during this period, The
. bee-eaters actually obtained this by exploiting the feeding habits of the Red-
“Jess Striped Squirrel Funigcivius anerythrusi When feeding on.oil~palm-muts
these squirrels sat on the frond bases, often more or less hidden from below,
and stripped off the outer layers of the fruits %o get at the more fleshy '
mesocarp belows The rejected outer layers usually dropped from the palm’ crown
and these were intercepted by the bee-eaters before they reached the ground. On
catChing such strips the bee-caters usually returned to nearby perches to hammer
. them, much in the manner they handle the larger insects which they normally feed
on, A feeding squirrel, busy stripping nuts usually attracted up to a dozen hee-
eaters which were conspicuous by the alacrity and competitive manner with which
they collected the falling fibres, rarely seen when they are feeding on more

“orthodox prey. :
Although most of the observations were made on birds wintering in the vic=

inity of the Fish Pond of the University, similar behaviohr was seen in another
group of birds wintering in the Botanic Gardens. Here, in addition to Punigciurus,
another squirrel of gimilar habits, Heliosciurus gembianus, may also have been
involved but I was never able to prove this owing fo the difficulty of seeing
the animals well in the tree tops, This feeding association betwéen bee-eater
‘and squirrel is likely to be more widespread than these rather localized records
suggest and it probably will be found vherever the bee-eater, squirrel and oil-
palm oceur,. ' | R
_ Bee-eaters were not the only birds exploiting the feeding habits of the
squirrels, The Chestrut and Black Weaver Melanoptervx nigzerrimus, Grey-crowned
Negrofinch Nigrita ceniocapilla and, less frequently, the Blue-billed Mannikin
Spermestes poengis have-all been seen in'.aﬁtendénoe of feeding squirrels., In
the case of these birds the picces of nut epicarp were picked up from the frond '
bagses where they lodged sometimes after being dropped by the ‘squirrels., In add- °
 ition I frequently saw weavers of several species, negrofinches and manniking
gearching the crowns of palm-trees after the squirrels had lefh the arta. On’
geveral occasions I found bee-eaters intercepting fibres distirbed by weavers
feeding on piles of these Left on the frond-bases- by the squirrels..Squirrels .
appear to be an important part of the "chain" between oil-palm and bird. . :
The Chestuut and Black Weaver has alSo been seen exploiting the feeding
activities of the Red-headed Malimbe Malimbue rubricollis in a. similar marner,
The malimbes are abke io dislodge nute from the inflorescences .and strip-off .
fhe outer layerss Unlike the squirrels, they r rely finish stripping. the nutg, -
usually leaving them on the frond-bases or letting them fall, The weavers havd

i ~trees, Tather: than havi

r





