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the desert between the nedlterranean and the great bend of tne :iger, but there ius
no intermediate record™, In Afrlca soui.h of the cq.ator the w}umbrel is generally
.- Tore inle nd : e .

R. J. Dm-:se-f't. :
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TIREE 5 DPIP;.B 3 Ketus . cinereus AT Lk CHAD.

,-t Oh.10 hou.m on 21 5t Aupus L, 1J68 R.J.D. not:l_ced a Terek .:a'mdnlper X g
cmereus on g sand beach on the ¥igerian shore of Lake Choad at Me alam'? Ltorl Gt
13737 N., 1,) O'E.). lie Pointed it out to R.H.P. who, after quif be o long, chase,
shot it, The spec:men is now in the Zooloby liusemn of the Uﬂlvcrs:r,ty oi‘ Ibadan,
’\Jlgema.

In the field the long p—tunied blll dark‘ fore—-c dge o the W:Lng ‘and brlg,ht
orange legs Were dlstmchwe, and in f11ght it showed a narrow white trailins odgw
to the wing, It was in completely fresh plunage with no trace of meoult, and on dis-
section proved to be a Temale with very little body fat. It weighed 61g1m3 with a
wing length 13Cmms, Sl e

Then at 09,45 hours oo 206th August R.J, D. gay a wother Terek Sandpiper at a
pool -in the same place, He had excellent views oi’ it dowa to 25 yards. Tt frequently
ran very fast, for no apparent ‘reason, wilth its head held low and =traight ouwt in
front of it. It often bobbed like a (o mon Sandpiper Trm_ga (-L_qmg}__t_lri)_‘h_,m(‘)_l.'qu_g_g__s,,
and its flight was rather stiff-winged lik: that specieg, It cdll was "to'li, to!
1i" or a griet titter ratherx remlna_scent of that of a. Whimbrel iwme.iuns p .acopus.

" This bird was scen daily o z%h being netted and ringed on this ] latter thte.‘ it
had a ving length of 13%mms.. and welgheu 61, 5gmms, Its tall was quitbe hea\rlly worn,
) bt there war ‘only slight wear to the rcmlges d no eign of body moult. It was
browner above thai the ‘specimen collected on 21gt, mth the black maXkings on the
_ wca aularﬂ less extensive, and was prc—\sumecl to be 'a bird.of ihe year.

- While this bird was being removed Ffrom the net on 29th Aut,ust a sccond, b:er
was heard to fly over callrlg._The ai. sunctlvc wing markings were seen.as. it landed
further up the ghore, but it could ot be found Again. However, on Blst two unringe’
Terck Sandpipers were scen together in the ~ame place. Both sesmed to be first-year
birds, Exellent views were had: of both birds on 1st Sepiember, and -both were still
prosent early on the 2nd, bul were very wild and called a good deal. As well ag the

. common flight call, a L:Ltter, a disturbed bird would often ubter a: uharmmn and
distinctive liquid "tu,tu,tu" from the ground. Later on the 2nds only one could bo
found, and neither remainéd on the 3rd, Thus ot least four: éiffcrent birds appetred
at I‘flal"m'f'l‘LOI'l “ond the species may well be' a regulnr on p= ssage at L'llce ‘Chad in
Very small nunbers. ‘

The only prev:.ous Weat M‘r:t.can recnrda are’ uppa.mntly lmo smhtlngs near

LﬂgOb o the coast of Wigeria in October 1947 aund October. 1948 (rigood, Sharland &
Ward, 1966, Ibis. 1083 101). Etchecopar & Hie (1967, Birds of North Africa :247)

men'tion two occurences in Tunisia. fhe species win ters in 1-wrge mmbers onthe east—
ery coat of Africa, and there are a Iaw records of birds on autumn paseage inland.

- ReJ.Dowsett & R.II.Paricer.
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Bmmeman (195:5, Birds of We + & hquatorial ifrica Vol, 1) states that the
Senderling Claidris (_Crocothlcﬁn alba is a common Palaearc¥ic mipgrant to the coast
of West africa but he only gives ono inland record for ligeria unsupported by de-
tailn, ulgood, Sharland & Ward (1966 Ihig. 108 .‘501) do not accept this record,
Moreau (1967, Tbis. 109 ¢ 249) follows Elgood d et al. and states that"a record in

the desert 80km, south of Jalo on 141:}1 May, which seems to denite pansage from the
south is unaccountable." Thug the only published inland record Tor W st Africa seems
to be that, .of. Hoorhotsa (1968, Bull,Niger.Orm.Soc, 5(1"{) 14) who maw one or 1wo
birds st Kumasi in Ghana, about one hundred miles ol 1c1. .
: On 1st Noyember, 196’?, .W. had good cloge viewa of two birds oul of a party
~of four Senderlings ab Mu.nt]l in a wet sandy stream bed. It was posazihle o compnrm
"~ theasée directly for .s:Lzo with five Little Ringed Plovers Chavadrius dubiue, and the
Gompletely white breasts qu:.tt, without greyish marks were no ‘ted as were the black
'ahoulder marks'. The two birde not observed ag closely had a rether speckled app-
onronce of birds not in full winter dress. Inconclusive .f.l..l-_,;h'L views were oblaincd



of another (?). party of five birds on the’same dey and in the same locality, Hlo
Janderlings were gsen on a'visit on 3rd Hovember. '

On 29th april, 1968, R,J.D. had good views of a single .;aandev'la.ng o thc
Figerian shore of Leke Chad at Afanouri near Malem'fatori (ca.13°40'W,, 13°2311,),
This bird was in psrtial breading dress, and was waiChed at about 30 yards feeding
on a saod beach in company with several Little Stints Calidris (L‘rolla) niruta A
other 1IllelC1U.c,l 1n pertial brecding dress Wes prescnt on sandbanks at Malon' fotors
(en. 13 M., 13 20'E.) for the whole of 17th August 1968, What was probably o
Sanderling vas scen briefly -t Malan'fatori on 21st August, ond early on 24th Avg-
ust R,J.D, netbted; ph tographed and ringed a bird in partial breeding dress tiere,
Its remiges and refrices were fresh, but par'ts o the body plumage werc in octlive
movlt. It had a wing length of 123mms, and wighed 46grmg. This same bird was scon
again nextl day. 'md on 25th and 31st, COn 27th iugust h,J. D. AW a _d:L_ff erent’ b:}.rd,ln
full brecding dress, in the same aros. S ' o

. cHanderlings are not uncomuon inland in Central, ;ezstern and Sowthern Africl-n,
1-ahere they are -assage wigrants, chiefly in sutumn,. usually on sand beaches,

R T Dowzett & Frenk Walsh,
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. Du.rlng -Luigust 1968, at Kainji (9053'1\7., 4036‘}1}.) and Nev Bussa (9054.'1\?.,“
4 31 ‘B ) a watch was kept for Palacsrctic waders. Several visits were made o
Kninjl Lake wirich began to form after the complete blocking of the Miger on 2nd.
Augusta. 4 stretch of open shore on the west bank was chosen, by the end of. the
month there was no open shore left on the west bank, R gular visits were also madc
to a small sewpy laLoon at rew Bussa, This lagoon is 315.x 160 x & £, The sides
have o slope of 1 in % and are paved with concrete slabs and surrounded by on
. carth mound 4 or 5 feet high planted with creeping grats, The sowage has already
p&:smd through se tic tenks but is gbill very.foul and heavily eontaminated with:
DDT' used in mesquito con Lrol. The inlet pipe protrudes about 60ft into- the 1agoon
at surface lovel, It appears a moyt unabtractive habitat but there is little.huwnan
. digturbance., Visits to the l".Lc; were usually nade in mid-morning or .af bernoon, vis-
its to the 1agoor1 be.mrr at lunch time or about: 17.%0 hours- 100:3_1 t:.mo. .

J._.-gble ‘I. Pslﬁeclrctlc Eaders on a patch of open lake shorc Jt ixaanJ. in Imbfust 196d
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® Count of bl_f‘(l-: roour:].ng on the 1nlet plpo at 18,50 hours.-

Tables one'and fwo chow the mumbers of the six species "c'ecordcd. i th the eXCOp’iJlOI'
of the Commofn Sandpiper Actitis iwolouco which is present t‘lroughout “the yoal“'l‘o"’
cords of wadery inland in’ Augu'st are very: Fow althotgh coastal’ records for this mohth
arc more numerous, At Kainji Conmnon uandpj.‘_ppm havo been 'aeon in every mouth but t‘m



