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FURTHER CBSERVATIONS ON VICTORILA ISLAWD, LAGOS.

APRIL TO _OCTOBER, 1966

N

J. B, Heigham.

Thig year produc‘c‘-zg a sengationzl relny season and Victoria Island was
mueh webter and had more standing pools and vegetation than during the came
period in 1567 so that a number of differences in the bird population were
noted, The chief of these was the continual presence of numbers of Palaearctic
woders, principally Whimbrels Numenius phaeopus, which were present throughout
the period but whose numbers wvastly increased during Junc {when they could be
heard until as late as 10 o'clock at night calling as they flew over my fla.t)
and went on increasing until it vas estimated, through Avgust and September,
that sbout 1,000 were coming every night from eapt and weot, but principally
cagt, to roost round the gtagnant pools in the middle of the sandflats. These
numbers decreased in October and on the 28th October only one was seen on the
Islande Greenshank Glottis nebularius, Redshank Tringa totanus and Ringed Plo~-
ver Charadrius hinticula were more mumerous thon at this period in 1967 and
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola appeared up to 30 strong in August (not observed
in 196’?). Only pairs of Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus and up to nine Marsh
Sandpipers Tringa stagnatilis werc observed during the period. A curious feature
wao the abmence of Common Sendpipers Actilis hypoleucos botween 1st May and 14th
July, as they were numerous and ubiquitous both before and after these dates.

Other po'in“ts reloting to birds previously recorded which are worthy of
note are as followsg:~
African Black Kite liilvus migrans: The first African Black Kite of the new
season was secn on 20th Septembor, ,
Painted Snipe Rostrotula benghalensis: A male and female were first obscrved
in the same drainoge ditch on 28th May (196‘7, 12th July); four chicks wore seen
with the adult male on 30th June (1967, 30th July) and throe of them werc able
to fly short distonces by 15th July. FNo more than three were secn therecaf ter
and the last positive sighting was of a fully grown bird on 2nd September (1967,.
28th Avguet). & |
Kittlitz's Sandplover Leucopolius pecuariuss Appcars to have stayed longer this
yveor(not oeen after mid—-Sep'tember,196"(-) because of the longer standing rain-pools
and was still plentiful in mid-October. )
Temminclc's Courser Curgorius temminckii: Was more plentiful and widespread this
year, being scen from 23vd MHay to mid~October. The largest numbor seen was 21 on
29th Junc %aeen only in June, 1967, largest number 4y,
Grey Pratincole Galachrysia cincroas Was first scon this yoar on &th July (1967,
23rd July) and only about 100 were seen on the Island by mid-October.
Senegsl Coucal Centropus senegalensis: Wos present throughout, together with
the Rufous-bellicd variety, bub on 26th August two C, senogalensis were observed
beside Kuramo Waters which sppeared to be intermedinte, both having rather dirty
looking of f-white throats and breawbs and one having distinct chestnut tinge on

the throat.
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Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudig: Were more numerous, up to three being sceen fre-
quently (1967, only onc pair seen in June).

Blue-headed Wagtail Budytes flavus: The last bird in bright yellow plumage was
seen on 22nd April, 1968, and the first of the new season on 30%th September,
1968,

Turopean Swallow Hirundo rustica: Was first seen in considerable numbers fly-

ing across Lagos Harbour on 21st Septembor.

The following species additionsl to those recorded for the period June,
1967, to Februsry, 1968 (Heigham,1968) have boen observed in the period under

Troview:— .

Groat White Heron Casmercdiug albus: One bird seen on 1st September in marshes
behind Ighosere village. Two also seen in August in the same area by Mr., &. Mrs,
A, H. Pitzerbert, A

White-faced MTree Duck Dendrocysma viduabta: One bird first ceen by Kuramo Charmel
on 18th June, Thercaftor up to five birds were frequently scen flying around the
Igland and roosting by rainpools behind Apese village whence they were frequently
disturbed by passer-by. Largest mmber soen, cight on 3rd.October.

Tavmy Eagle Aquila rapax:s Two birds werc seen on 18t Scptember vwheeling and
playing over Igbosere and the marshes, where they disturbed a large number of
Whinbrels but did not apparcntly troublc the Great White Heron noted above

which remained perched in a tall tree on the edge of the marshes throughout
their performance, The light was dull and the uppor parts of these birds app-
cared carth brown with dark brown or black ends to the primaries and secondaries:
the under parts could not be clearly discerned but appeared daxrk, In another ’
of these birds (one of this pair ?) seen two days later at Ikoyl Park in
brighter light, the upper parts wore the same carth browm but the breast and
belly appearcd buffish and the underside of the wings light browm, posaibly
speckled: from the underside seen against the light the tail of this bird app-

eared barred medium and light brown.
This identification is regarded as probable rathor than positive.

Donhan's Bustard Neotis denhami: When I first saw this bird on 22nd May in the
vory grassy area close to the established latrine area used by the inhabitants
of Apese I could scarcely belicve my cyes ao, having for once my notebook with
me, I made a detailed field note on the apot. When compared with the description
in Barmerman (1955), the mize, general markings, particularly the sandy-rufous
hind neck, and sppearence on the ground and in flight were conclusive. I made
frequent visits to the area in the early morning and evening during the next
week but did not see the bird again and assumed that it had either flown on its
probable northward migration or had been taken for food by the local population.
On 16th June, however, my wife and I saw it again in the pame area and have seen
it threo times since, the last sighting on 22nd. Junes On each occagion we had
good views of the bird on the ground, welking around and feeding in relatively
short grass, and when approached closely (on two occasions within ca.40f%.by
patient stalking) it flew off and the distinctive pattern of wings and tail were
clearly seen from different angles. Only one bird was observed which we take %o
be a male: it conformed with all the main characteristics recorded by Bannerman
(1953) for this species and did not telly with any of the other busbards descr--
bed but the following points may be of interesti~
(i) The black cap had o distinct light stripe down the contre from the
top of the bill to the nape. - ‘
(ii) The feathers of the upper parts were of a lighter browm than one
vould expect from the deseription and the colour plate in Banner-
- man (1953)
(iii)The neck appeared longer than in the colour plate and it swayed
markedly forword and backward as the bird walked.
(iv) The under-arts were not white as they appenr in the colour plate
but a rather dull grey/white,
The bird remained silent during our observations, in spite of having been del~
iberately {lushed, '

White~fronted Sandplover Leucopoliug marginatus: Constantly present in small
munbers, generally on or near the shore,

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopuss Two seen briefly in company with
Greenshank in mangrove swamp on 15th October, :
Knot Celidria cenutug: Nine were seen by Kuramo Channel in company with Whim-
brels, Groenchonks, Rodshanks, Marsh Sandpipers end Common Sandpipers on 215t
August, They were mainly in winter dress but two retained vestiges of the
rufous breast and belly. '
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Sanderling Crocethia alba: Seen intermittently in August and September on the
ghore or close by in parties of up to twelve.

Purnstone Arenaria interpres: One bird in winter dress seon on the shore near
Apese village in company with Sanderlings on 14th and 21st September, Three
sech in mangrove swamp on 2nd October.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareclas Four birds were first positively identified on
O9th August, Later seon congtantly up to 30 strong in all parts of the sandflats
and Kuramo Charmel.

Curlew Numenius arquabus: One bird seen in company with Whimbrels on 4th Septem-
ber; two otheras seen apart from Whimbrels on 12th September and one seen alone
on 22ncl September. These are the only definite si ht:mgs of Curlew made by this
observer on Victoria Island (or in the Lagos areas: gince May,1967. In view of
the large numbers of Whimbrels seen at Victoria Island, Lighthouse Beach and
Ikoyi Parle during the pOI'lOd, it gooms to me that Bannermants impression that
the Curlew is the commonér of the two species in Wigeria (around Lagos anyway)
ought to be reconsidered, The impression may have gained currency by reason of
the fact that these Whimbrels, while constantly emitting their crazy tittering
cry, quite often imitate the Curlew's ''cour-lee' and bubbling cries.

West African Pratincole Glareola pratincola: Eight birds including adults and
Juveniles settled briefly on the sand beside Aoase(an area frequented by Grey
Pratincoles) on the evening of 26th August., On 17th September seven juveniles
wore secn in the mangrove swamp consorting with a variety of Palacarctic wad~
C'8e

Uommon Tern Sterna hirundo: Parties of up to six were seen frequently over
Kuramo Wators and along the shore from August to October, . '
African Button Quail Tamix syvlvatica: A pair of these birds was filuched from
the tufted grass near Apese twice in the course of stalking Denham's Bustard
on 16th June, A pair and s:mglc birds have since bcen similarly flushed in the
same general avea five or sgix times, always in the evening.,

Red-billed Wood Dove Turtur afer: Pairs and single birds frequently seen at the
eagtern ond of the Is land. They invariably make off into the mangrove swamp

when d:t.sturbed.

Whecllng over the mrmgrove ewamnp at thc castern end of the Island on M‘bh July
and on 17th July a flock of about 30 Green Fruit Pigeons settled briefly on a
tree beside the wood.en couseway leading 1o Igbosere villoge but flew away rap-
idly eastwards when disturbed and were not seen again until 17th September

when a flock of the same sige circled round the mangrove swamp for about five
minutes before disappearing in the same direction.

Black-bellied Coucal Centropus grillii: One bird seen vory clearly and delib~
erately flushed from its bush to establish that. there was nod confus:_on mth
Rufous-bellied Coucal, on ist September beside Kuramo Water,

Broad-billed Roller Burystomus afer: Cne bird seen on 25th April. hawlc:.ng and
calling loudly over mangrove swamps ab the eastern end of' the Island,
Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbicus: S:Lnglo birds scen occasn.onally at
nangrove swamp and Kuramo Water,

Grey Hornbill Locopheros nasutus: Palrs and single birds frequently sech in
April and May over the marshy area, .and perched on Coconut Palms Cocos nucifers
near Igbosere village, On 24th June onc bird was observed flya.ng eagtwards over
the residential area at the western end of the Island.

Allied Hormbill Locopheros semifasciatis: One bird only, geon flying over Igbo
sere village on 17th September.

Quail Finch Ortygoppisza atricolligs Small pariies of this species (up to 8 atrong)
wore seen frequpntly throughout the period behaving exactly as described by
Bannernan (1955) but they are very difficult to aproach and only twice was it
possible to obsmerve a party foeding among thick clumps of tall grass, Banncrmen
records one race Q. 8. angorgei as probably ranging to Southern Nigeria; the
only points not reccorded by Bamnerman which were observed in the +time and
eircumstances available were that the black-faced males had orange coloured
bills and the others (fcmalos ? ,juvenlle..: ‘?) had fawm coloured throats and less

brightly coloured bllls,
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