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BLRRELQE_NORTHIRN._AND. GRNTRAL, BORGY

David Wells and Mrank Walsh
Part 1. Infroduction.

Residents

Obaervations were mads on birds on the Borgu Division of Kawara State
from September 1965 through November 1968. The working area (Soc map)
ocompriged the Niger and its western oatchment area from Bajibo rapids
(9722'N) to the border of North-Western State (10° 55'N), plus the
islands of the Niger and the valley of lower Kontagors river with its main
tributary the Maingyara. Within this area are the Borgu Game Reserve
and much of the now flooded Kainji Lake Basin. ‘

One of us (F.W.) was based full time st New Bussa and collected
data during many days of trekking and LandroVer travel throughout the
area» He also travelled extenmively on the Niger, partioularly the
gtretoh between Kainji and Bussa. D,U. conoentrated hie main effort in
the Shagunu region (10° 20') on the west bank of the Niger, with vigits
of 3=10 days in mos® months of the year (up to June 1967) during whioh
trips were also made into the remote north and central parts of the
arag.e ‘ '

The_environment: The entire ares is olassified by Keay (1953. An outline
of Nigerian vegetation) as Northern Guines savanna (woodland) but according
to Clayton (1957. Soile Survey Reps., Min.Agr., Samaru) the vegetation

of the Niger valley south of Awuru is Southern CGuinea savanns and that of
the area north of & line striking NE approximately through Dekala and
across the northern tip of Foge Island Sub-Sudan savanna. Apart from the
immedigte fringe of the Niger and the northern border Borgu is one of the
most smparsely populated areas of Nigeriam. Host of its vegetation is
undisturbed by settlement or agriculture though fires caused by man sweep
through much of the regionevery dry-season. Primary habitats have not
been ocomplicated by human activity as in much of the rest of the ocountry
(ef. the Zaria area; Fry, 1966. Ostrich sup. 6:335~356) and those in which
observations have been made are briefly desoribed below.

Aquabics rivers, with associstcd sand~bars, rocks, islets; oreeks
and lagoons in the Niger flood~plainj the New Bussa sewerage lagoon and the
Agwarra reservoirs.

South to Bumsa the Niger is dotted with islands and flows through
a wide flood-plain. DBelow Busen its course is predominantly through
a rook channel in which there are few islands but several important
rapids (Buesa, lMalamslapo, Bubaru, Kainji~Awaru, Bajibo). The annual
discharge curve of the river has a peak in Soptember, falls to half
maXxe by December then rises to a minor peak which is maintained into
March. It then falls rapidly, to a very low level in May, June and
July. In terms of habitat (prior to closure of the dam) this meant
that from November to the begivming of April there was extensive open
water but with some sandy baye and a fow exposed rocke and sand~bars.
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: largely true e.g. Agiggg albicollis.

- The sub~group1ngs_ﬂg§;gga§gg (wet~s.) and dry-season (dry-s.) are
. uaed to denofe the season of presence greatest abundance. BSome
rlverina ‘species av1dently move: acoordlng to the Niger wabter=level and
| availabil:.by of the sand-'-ba.r/rook habitat. They are referred to a

.....

o Ealg g;otig where lt is p0591ble that both Palaearotic and
Lfrloan 1nd1v1duals are present & speocies has been given a double status
grouping. The deoision on!Palaearctic’ status. follows Blgood, Sharland
and Ward (1966. Ibis 108:84-416) . Over-wintering or passage status, where
“known, ie given for eaoch sp901es separately ahd no special sub-groupa have
.been erectad,

b ﬁiﬂﬁgg_gg_gg_g;g apecles recorded” 8o sporadically, bsoause they
are rare, 1noonspiououa or . because their habitat has not been fully "
| worked, that 1t ia not; posﬂmble to give them a positive status,

- .f: o ':", ' L “;g:}

\ The frequenoy rating adoptad follows Pry (1966. loo, cit, ) after
Elgood and Sibley (1964. Ibis 106:221~245) . Ih most cases, howsver, no

" ‘more than a good estimate has been' “gliven sinoce- it was not possible to
carry out regular, repeated. transadt*bounts exoept in one or two &mall
areas, nhot representative of all habitats., But the four categorles used
are broad enough to accommodate this.

1+ Rare - 5 or fewer records (individuals, or flooks in regularly
gregarious species) per habitat during the obaervaxlon period.
2. Qccasional - frequency between 1 and 3. R ﬂﬂ?i" i
i
3, Freguent - one racord (individual or flock) per “two hours per habltat
to two records per hour per habitat. LT i
-
' '}ll | T y
4, Copmop - three or more records (1nd1viduals or flocks)per hour per |
habitat. | 3

LT
Abbraviations

Br = Breeding., Included only where there is definite or reasonably
cortain evidence of breeding in the study area. Obviously at least all
resident epecies are presumed to breed in the area.

Roman numerals = months. In general Ooctober (x), the usual first
month of the dry-season is used as the point of reference.
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