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gealey-fronted Weaver Sporopipes frontalis (4)3 present in small numbers from
jogust, last npted 2nd QOctober. ' ,

RINGING OF ETHIOPTAN SPECIES. ‘ oy

During the autumn period 2,127 birds of 62 Ethiopian species were Tungede
There have been no recoverive. The total number of birds of all species (Palacw
arctic and Ethiopian) ringed from March to October was 11,305 of 126 speciess
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PAT, ARARGTIC MICRANTS IN WEST LAGOS:
NOVENBER 1968 to MAY 1969, °

De I. Me Wnllaca,

INTRO! oN

T arrived in Nigoria on 29th October 1968 and within a week cormenced
regul® obgervations on the birds in the Ampa and the Igonmu/Ijota areas of
Lagos and in the area known as Tarkwae Bay woat of the lagoon mouth, Since my
knowledge of Ethioplan birds stems from the eastern sido of the continent, I
need to be more certain of diggnosis in certain indigenous groups before att~
empting any general peper and therefore the followilng notes refer only to Pal~
asarctic migrants. .

HABITAT DESCRIPTIONS

Ao Apopa - a emall area of house gardens (Badagry Road), 0a.200 yards of
creek and, overlécked, a large expange of wangrove and other
creck vepetation.. Alnost daily records.
.. 1. Tganm/Tjora ~berminal lagoon {slacks) ond relict swemps interspersed by
S roads and buildings, only partially sanpled due to difficulty
of passage. Several rccords wecklye.

Te  Tarkwa Bay =bathing beach, its hres oters,  open shore to the weat (1émileg),
' open bushy/grassy dunes irmediately inland, P2lpgroves and othef
serloultivation inland of last to mangrove gurroumd of creeks.
38 visite in the soven montha. _

LIST OF spmcIRs
Honey Buzgayd Pernis apivoruss 4, 14th Decembor, T, 3 moving eagt then north,




6 ,'
28th Decemberi 1 moving west, 27th April, E
]

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus: I, 17th February,

Ringed Plover Chapndrius hiatioula: A, 3 on 14th Februarys I, up 0 5 in Deoem.
ber, 45 in late February = 70 in March and 30 in Aprils T, present 24th Novenbey |
up to 5 bebween 19th January and 9th February, ¢15 on 23rd and 29th March, 2 on 'y
10th Aprils ' L L
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius: I, 16th Fcbruarys -
Groy Plovgr Charndrius squatarola: T, up to 3 in all nonths (absent 19th January |
to 9th February ) last on 3rd May. : o
Oyuter Catcher Hoematoms ostralejus: 7, 17th Novembers Only the 5th record for
Nigoria and the first outside the, Niger Delta (Smith, 1966). \
Snipe Capxlla pallingios Ay up to 3 on four daotes from 6th November to 1et Jan-
U&I‘y, I’ 31‘(1 F‘mew. }
1
Great Snipo Capella modiat A, 6, 6th Decembor., Q ‘
Curlow Sandpiper Calidris (Brolin) forricdngat A, 2B8th January; I, up to 3 in Fob
ruary, up to %0, Morch, 2 on 10th Aprils ‘
Iittle and Taminok's Stint Colidrde ninta and Gy tominddi: T, up to 10 in al

-

months from Docomber to 10th Apedil, T, one minuta, 19th Aprils Both species ider
tified cortninly in late February when Lytter outnumbered former, '

Sandorling calidrie(Crocothia)elba:T, monthly maxinns 250 Novenber, 100 Decmber,‘,'
80 January,—~ Fobruary, 100 March, 60 Ar3dl 18 Moy, Mostly 1st winter birds,witt
14ttlo sign of moult even in lagt two nonths, -’

Purnetone Arenaria interpreps T, 3 on 16th Fobruary.
Ruff Poilonachus pymaxt I, up to § on 5th and 20th Novenhers

Common Sandpiper Tringa l hypoleucos: maxima by months

it R ]

e e

As T T,
Nov, 5 5 i
Doc, 35 5 3
Jnna 18 5 8
Fobe 5 5 4
Mar, 35 15 5
hpr. 2h 10 5
Mhyo 2 . - -

Tho only widespread Pnlacarctic woders

darcolas A, 20 on 17th November, up to 10 ocecasionally

Wood Sandpiper Tringe f |
to %35 November to February, %75 Morch, 15 April.} Ty

Decembor to Aprily I, up
only ono once. o
Grocn Sondpipor Tringn oghropus: Ay 12th Januarys )
Lossor Yollow Legs Trings flavipen: I, 15th and 16th February and 10th and 18th ¢

oria and Africn (sve separate note p.58 )

March. The first recoxd for Nig
Rodshank Tringn totrmus: A, wp o 50 on 5th, 6th and 20th Novembery 1 o8th Jan- g
vary and 17th Februnry, The lapt a very (roy ncastorn'morph , quito distinet I

weet Buropcan birdo.
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gpotted Redshank Bringa erythropus: Ay 20th November, 4 on 15tk Aprily I, 2, 2Bth.
January, 58, 15th February tut only one by the 17¢h, up to 30 from 101’;11 3co ;B-I:h
Marche - L
Groenshank Trings nebularias A, up to 5 daily in all monthe except Mays I, up o
5 in all months up to April} T, 19th January, 16th February, 3 on 19th Aprile
Qldamly‘widaapread‘. | ' ‘
Marsh Sandpiper o stamatilist I, up to 30 from the end of Jamary to 10th
AIII'il- : .
Curlew Numenius arquatat I, 45th Fobruaryj T, 19th Aprile
Wnimbrel Numonius phacotust A dndlY, usually under 10 but 75 on 5th and 200 on
{5th November, 20 on Gth November and 8th December, 65 on 11th April and up to
45 in Mays I, up 405 in all monthsj T, up to 10 on the shore in all nonths, also
n striking movenent of 126 cast or up the lagoon nouth on 19th January (following
a night of 8,W. rain)e Vory intoreetingly, the volce of this species appeara con=
gidorably modified in winter in Nigoria. Tho ngevon-whistle" is slurred and is
frequently proceded by yolling curlew-like notos. '
sretic Skug Stercorariug parasibicuss ?, 3rd November, injured ndult (dark phase)
26th February to 2nd Maxrche | ' ,
Pomarine Skua Storcornrius ponsrinus: T, \Tth November, 28%h Docember and 16%h
February., An unidentifioed skua on 18th Januarye -
Herring Gull Larug arg;en’caims: T, 2 on 2nd md 9th, and single birds on 16th and
27th Fobruary, 2nd and 25rd Marchs The first records for Nigeria (see soparate
note pe 59 o :
Lesser' Bladc-backed Gull Larus fuscuss T, (and harbour), nonthly mean countst
Nov.200(% adult 90}, Deca300 (80), Jan. 245 (70), Feb, 90 (90), Mar.70, Aprs30s
Mey 6.0 Some typical fuscus norvhs apparent.
Black-hoaded (ull Larus ridibundus: T, 1 or 2, 28th December, 19th January, 22nd
Fobruary. All gub=adult. . ' )
Littlé Gull Larus minubus: T, sub-adult, 19th January fo 16th February. The first
record for Nigeria (sec scmrate note pe 59 ) .
Gommon/ Arctic Tern Slerma hirun /nacrura: T, the extreme diffioulty of disting-
uishing these speeles confuses their records: up to 23 indeterninate birds in
November and December, up to 40 in Fubruary end 20 in later monthe; I, 2, 17th
February and up $o 25 in April and Maye ‘
Common Texn Sterna hirundos T, wp to 5 in early January and from 26th January to
tho cnd of Fobruary, Bp Yo 15 fxod thon to early April and up 0 4 in Maya '

Arotic Tern Stoma nacrurat T, up to 40 from ogthDecember to Z3rd February ( peak
on 26th January), up to 11 from 2nd March to 27th May (no obvious poak)e »

Roscata Tern Stowma dougnlliis T, firsh soen On 29th Decembar, thercaffer a gteady
arrival of up to 70 by 11th Januaxy, thon o fall awsy to under 5 in February, Wp

%o 7 iy Mowch, 17 on 19%h April and up to 410 ¥ay. OF the 70 on 11th and 12th’
January, 5§ bore yingse Of those 3 also bore black ~olour rings and had therefore

como from a broeding colony in S.W.Ireland (por BoT.0s)s I, 2 on 4th Maye
Littlo Torm Storna albifropg: T, 11th January and 19th April (with'Roseatoe).
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Sandwich '].?orn Stoma sandvicensis: T, up to 80 from Noveaber to February, but
under 10 in late Feb., up to 50 from March to .pril and up to 22 in May, Twe il iy
EO%‘?W)M@ birds had conc fromr-oither Northumberland and or Aberdeen (per i
L ] cho L)
Black Torn Chlidonins nisras & singly on’four dates, Novanber and December, i
on %rd March. I, up to 20 in all nonths, T, nonthly naxinas Nov 600, Dec. 180, |1
Jan,800, Feb,1,000, Mar.1,200, Apr.600, May,350, nostly at lagoon nouth but 2%l
up to two riles inland. B e -
White-winged Black Torn Chlidonias 1eucqp’céi'a= A, 16th Novanbers T, adults on
19th April and 18th May, , - *
Whiskored Tern Chlidonias hybrida: I," 2 on 5th Novenbor and {15th February.
Groat Spotted Cuckoo Clanator rdaondarius: T, 17th Noverbers ‘

Swift Apus apusi 4, 100 on 30th Marchs T, 2 on i2th and 19th Jamary, 105 30t
March, 200 19th April, Larger nuobers nadc visible by rain,
Pallild Swift Apas pollidus: T, Sth January and 19th Aprdle |
Yollow Warbail Motacilla flavas by Nov-Teb daily, both in gardens and on roost';;;_j_,
novarients (W-E), usunlly under 100 but 500 on 24th Fobruary, predotinantly feflit
bt 3 fuflaviesinn ond 1 £athunberst in Janvary and Fobrusry, up %o 150 in Merjj)'
but thereafter fow to 3rd Moy, painly £,thunborii. I, up to 10 in all nonths
cept Moys T, up to 50, Novarhcr to Decomber, under 15 in January and February,
very fuw lator and nonce after nid-Aprile’ . ’
Pree Piplt Anthus frivielis: T, 27th Fobruary.

Spotted Flyeathher Muscicapa strinta L A, 24%h Noverber. T, 19th January.

Whinchat Sexicola yubetra: I, 15th Februaxry. T, 30th March.
Nightingale Luscinin ngwarhynchos: Ty D to 5 (in sub-song later full song)
January to 23ré Februaxy. S _ .

Olivaceous Warbler Hippoliag milidas A, 24th Noverher. .

Teterine Warbler Hippolias icterina: T, 2nd Februory (in 'S.ub.'fSOI'LC)
Mclodious Warbler Hippolias wlyclottas 4, at least %, 11th to 19th and 30th
January, 26th and 27th February (froguent song). ,

Garden Warblcer Sylvic borin: T, up to 10, 12th January to 2nd Maxrch ;
Willow Warbler Fhylloscopus trochilus: 4, UP to 6 f;dm Wove ber %o 15th March |l
alnost daily (frequent song), T, three only. i
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus colybitas 4, 19th January.
Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix: A, 15th Decenber, 18th Januvery and 2 on 'E
10th April (in song)e . | |
Swollow Hirundo rusticas Ay up to 75 (roosting) Noverber, then snall nunbers w

11 100 (aftor rain) on 19th Jamuary, Shen amall nubers again until end of A%
‘T, up to 10 in all nonthe. T, up to 5 on 8ix dates only up to 27th April.

1, 1 or 2 during late February ond again in eﬂf
ber and 9th Februarye ;

Woodchat . Laniue sonator badiugs
sprils 0, 5 datos hetween 28th Doccn

* s n




DISCUSSION.

e

Tt is clear fron the migrant ganples - 5pted above that the western
aress of the Lagos conplex supports a consilisruile population of Palaecarctic
nigrantes during the Northern winter, Pottitt  7967,1968) and Heighan (1968 a
& b ) record further vecent cvidence of this, =% loast for non-passerines, in

thelr rocen
arcos)s Wha

% obsorvations on Tarkws Besch and Fictoria Island (east of ny study
£ is not substantisnted howevor is —ue gizeable and continued presence

of o gtandard profile of winterdng ppooles and. it looks ag if nuch shifting is

indulpged in

by noet specicse Arrdvels fron toe Torth (waders in Novenber) o )

duo %o offshoro winds (particwlerly torns), westher novements (whinbrel,swallows
habitat change exploitation (drying marshes iz January and Februay onwards
ara all sunk in tho abovo analysis. '

Wi

oceurences of the three speclos new to Migoriz
slderably to the record of Pala arctic mi r=r
mards and Marsh Harrdor are mpparently the I

ed that the

th regard to the individual obeexr = tions, separate notes detail the
and many of the others add con-

—a in 8.0.Nigeria. The Honey Buz
s b for that roglon. It is confirm-

Curlew ig an extrone rarity cor. mrud to the Whinbrel, cf. Banernan

(1953) and Hoighan (1968 b)s The records of 7. —-inck's Stint ave apporently the

firpt for the sonthemm comst, The nunloers -

- pottol Redshanks are unprecodentade

Tho high numbor of Rosvate Terns is without —=zcedent; nost rccoveries of S.We

Irish birds

1ittle with other terns, usually joining Bl=
Tho prinarily naritine ecology of tho Black J-on in winter
supported by those obsorvations, Small mrtiss
one nile offshore in Pebruary. The Whiskors? Toerns are appa
for S, NMigerda but tho Ijora/Isaniu swanip
spaciess The rccords of Pallid Swift, the {127
Chiffchaff provi

(Banneman

prinaries and are for this reason awi
Associated novenonts of Ethiopian =%

aro usually further wost (DeCatcos. in 1itt,) « The birds associated
o Torns both to feed and roost.

(Dowsett,1968) 18
could be seen foeding at lecast
rently the first
-~ mlox is ideal habitat for this
-meocous and Icterine Warblers and
& in Nigeria for those spacies
‘the

ide the nost southerly occuren—-e .
1953, Puttct 1968). ALl th4 Woolzo=Tts sean lacked any white on
rded o rolevant trinonial.

-—-ccivs were noted sirmlt a neously

on moveral cocaslonse Details of themo will = published in due courne.
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