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been extensively damaged by the weavers. The_lplmting was o Malzo/Colton
Gossypium sp. mix, the rows of maize being 3z feot apart dintorapersod
with cotton, end 3 foot apart along the rovs, Froshly killed lroes emerged
from the orop aren and in these about 30 wouvers noats wore scattered.

A quick assosment of damage was made by sooring the oobs along sov-
orsl short rows as shown bolow. No attomp was nade to plok o partioularly
bad P&'bOho

% Damago por Cob  No, of Cobs % of Cobs

0 101 55
1 - 25 17 92
26 .= 5O . 16 Be6
5 -~ 75 18 9.7
76 = 99 11 589
100 21 1143
T8l

‘The acbual damage was probably somowhat worso than theso flguros sug-
gost as among tho undamnged ooba were many which hed ndi devalopod suffio-
lently to attraot the attentions of tho woavers. Further, the Larmor dld
not harvest tho remmants of hls crop until sbout tho 25th July. loaving the
underdeveloped plants to conbinue growing ond doubtleoss to suffor the att-
entions of the weavors.

- Judging by tho precautions often takon by farmors such drmago is
reasonably oommon. Novertheless apart from tho deprodaiilons of Blade-tadloed
Godwit Limose limosa on newly plantod rioco Opyza sativa paddy (Roux, 1959,
Terro pt vie 100 t515+321) and the notoricus notivitics of tho Rod-bllled
Quelen Quolen dquelea little seoms to havo boon recordod of tho ooonomio
importonce of blrds in West Africa. - '

Frank Walgh,
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BREGDING BIOLOGY OF THE OLIVACEOUS
UARBLER Hippolias pallilids laonend.,

Observotions were made of a nest of tho Olivaceous Warbler Hippeldas .
pallida. lnononl at Melam'fatori (13°57'N., 13°20'E,) on the Nigordan shoro
of Lake Chad, Tho nest was about 6 foot up in o small noom “roo at the
porch of my housos It was usually examined twioco dally, at about 10.00
and 16,00 hourss I am greatful to Malam ALli Kogonundl for kooping roocords
during my abscnco. |

The first ogg wos loid about 48 hours aftor the nwst was ocomplote,
on 2nd June 1968, The second ogg, which oomplotod the olutuh, was lald
about 24 hours af*ter the first, on %rd Juno, The frosh ogg welghod 1.50
grosa, or 164 of thu avorege body wolght of an ndwlt ot Molam!fatori
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(9 gms,, samplo 99). The ogg is rathoy large for the sizo of the bird,

The nost was examined on 28 ocoasions during the incubation period,
and on only four of theso was an adult sitting, This is perhaps not sur-
presing in suoch a warn climato. Both eggs hatched on 16th June » The incu-
bation period of the first being 13 days 22 howrs + 21 hours. The inoubation
pariod for Hl.psolaolcs in south-enst Burope is said to be 13 days (Witherby
ot al. 1943, Handook of British Birds, 2 :167).

The young woro fod by both parents. Both young left the nest on 29th
June, after o nostling perlod of 13-1) days., Tho negtling perilod of H. p.
pallida in Igypt 18 sald to be probably 15 days (Witherby et al., op.oit,).
The fledglings were rathor dark brown compared with the very pale adults,

Re J. Dowsett,

Crdsosbannn

LNIERNATIONAL WILDFOWL RESEARCH BURBAU,

Tho roaults of the 1968/69 dudk census were duly incorporated in
the nowsletbor of the Intermational Wildfowl Research Bureau,

Voluntoors are needed to count ducks in the 1969/70 season., Will
anyone willing to do this ploase contaci me a8 soon as possible. If any~
one from southern Nlgorle ie oontemplating a tour of Sokoto or Maiduguri
in Devember or Jonuary and 1s willing to count ducks, I can let them have

details of lakos in theso areasd.
In Burope, whoro pressure on the wetlands is very severs, survays

are being wndertaken in order to provide information for conservation
measurcs. In Nigoria the destruction of natural hebitats is also proceeod-
ing ot a rapld rate and is acoenuabed by a falling water-table. I hope
that the Governments of the now States will bake sheps to conserve and
study the resowrcos of the 'fadamma' of Northorn Nigerisa.

R. I, Sharland.
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RINGS.,

I am holding o lorge quantity of rings purchesed by R.J.Dowsett for
use on Loke Chad. Mr. Dowsebt is anxious to bo paid for them so I intend
to refwen them to the B,T.0. when an opporbunity coours., With the prescnt
import rostelobions it ds unlikely thot anyone will be allowed to import
rings., IL anyono wishes to by any of these will they please contact ne,

Re Ti» Bharland.
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WANTED: R.J.Dowsott, P.0.Box 12, Monze, Zambia, would like to buy pre-Nog.
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