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- dhlg year, again held in the southemm part of the conlinent through political’

. congidor themselves hard done by if thedr conforence in not hold within oasy
reach of one of Afrieca's natural wondors, for thie year it was held at rondavel ,

- sponsorg were somewbat approhentive leat the 200 or so delegntos spont tho entire
ook of the conforence, 15=-20 Soptenbor, out in the Park onjoying ito wildlife

-~ conforences in various branches of the biological selencen, because sevoral
o gathors diverged markedly in thoir addresses from thoir prepared toxts and were
at paing to put across these aspects of thoir auhjects which thoy lnoew would be

entation, and stimlating in the discuseions invariably ongendered, than those

. DHEJHIRD PAN-ATRIGAN ORNTTHOLOGICAT, CONGRISS _TRANSVAAL
' ’ i ; T
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. b | SEDTENBER 1969

© CJB.Fry

In 1957 the first of thomse conferencos was held in Livingwmtono, near
the Victoria Falls, sponsored and orgarised by the South Afrdean Ornithologdonl
Society na an international and continont-widce evont, Ity puccons paved the: way
for o second conferencu, at Pictemmaritzburg in Natal in 19643 and thé CONgrons

and lpgistic mecessity, has fimly establishod tho noed ao woll ag tho valuo -
and, we may hopo, tho perlodicity ~ of this ovent, From now on bird-watchers will.:

encampnent with oll mod. conyy called Protorinekop, within the boundary of tho
Kruger Natiounl Park, one of the finest pgame roserves in oxintonco. Tt secn the

and soenic attractions, but in the event mostk people found themeolvos attracted
equally by the wealth of biimulating discusgion in he lecture-hall, and the 50
pepers presented were well atbonded snd in many cason packed to capacity,

It is not really folr criticimm to suggent that some of the PAPOTE Pro-
sented fell short of the high acadewic standard of natioual and intornational

of greatest interest to their colleaged, Mo Vo ‘Bure, many of the findings which

are presented nowadays by invited academics at avguat internptional or national

gatherings of omithologists in Britain and olsowherc are @30 gpocialised as some-
tines to fire their sudiencos with 1ittle poal enthuglasm, even whon thelr acade-
mic merit and an advance in loarning are clearly apparent, But it is the contrast
in this regpect which was the hallmarlc of Krugoer Paxk '69 ¢ it would be difficult
to compile a met of lecturcs morg provocative in their apeculationg y &elting in
their discoveries of the natuppl history of apecies, ontertaining in their pres-

given at the Congress, Instancom Buropoan Swifts may spond their entiro none’
breeding season of nine months (mainly. in Africa) in non-gtop £light; an idonte
ification for "Ihis Jboeninensis" portrayed by sixteonth~contury Nigerian artists
suggests a oultural flow from Ethiopia 3 robin~chals! widogpread upe of vocol
imitation acts as an isolating mechanisms thore is o goneral inverso relationship
between palatability of bird flesh on the on hand, and conspicuows colourstion
on the othor; which specics suffored wornt during a rccont oxtromo cold apell dn
Mhedesia and whyy how senled-dn neating hay ovolved amonget hornbilluy: thomo are
Just o fow of the ideas producod and dubatod,

Other papers, while all applicable Lo the Afvican neene, como firly down

on one side or another of some of +tho grant polemicns whioch have for mo long boon
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the preserve of temperate~based ecologists - factors determining breeding seasons,
for instance, with three papers on African raptors. Yet others werc less disput~
atious although no less important to the development of general biological theory:
the concept of sibling species ; the significance of the large number of passerine
superspecies in Africa; enviromental control of breeding in arid regions {two pap-
ers); and 80 01,

Anothor most pleasing feature which has marked this meebting was the ab-
sence of distinection be'twgen-profﬁsseional‘and amateur, Instead, close co—operation
and intcr-dependence is much in evidencc, and the few professionals in the conti-
nont arc as grateful for the broadly-based studics of the growing numbers of ama-
tcur ornithologists, as those whose businesses regtrict their ornithological purw
suits arc pleased that the museum and university workors and govermment biologists
are enabled to pursue intonsive rescarches on birds.

The clogse connection of the congresses with southorn Africa by no means
implies a monopoly of the S.A.0.8, Truc, one would like to have secn a greater
representation from other parts of Africa, but delegates came from Senegal, Ivory
Coast, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Rhodesia, and, if I may count myself, from Nig~
eria, as well as all countries in the Republic, Most of these gave papers nbout
their own territories, and memy British, French, German, Australian and American-
based ornithologists filled in the gaps. The possibility of holding the mext con-

gress in Nairobi, Addis Ababa or Lagos was discussed, but all were agreed that for

obvious reasons this wnfortunately is not yet practicabloe.

. Nigeria featured prominantly throughout the proceedings, T was pleased
and gratified to find, with two papers on her birds and with frequent references
during discussion to Palaearctic immigration, studies at Lake Chad, the national
ringing scheme, and information culled from this journal. Pleasing indeed that
~ the Bulletin not only penetrates to but is carefully atudied in distant parts of

- Africa, :

I An important ouwbeonc of the conference was the catablishment of a steering
committce for AFRING, with Clive Eiliott its insugural Secretary-Genoral, a pan-
African ringing and migration-studies organisation similar in proposed structure
and function to the EURING spawned at the XIV International Ornitholegical Con-
gress at Oxford in 19664 . |

Phe Procecdings are being edited by Dr. G.L.Maclean, who hopes that pub-
lication - as 'an Ostrich Suppletent available from the S.A,0.8. - will be as early

as Junc 1970,

Lastly, a word about the Parlk, With sessions chzired by such eminences in
our discipline as Professor Berlioz, Friedmann, Niethammer and Voous and Drs, Kai
Curry-Lindahl and Etchecopar, it was with some trepidation that one skipped bus-
iness for the pleasure of the Park.in hours drive at dawn was sufficient to find
Giraffe, Zebra, Wildebeeste, Steenbok, Impala aud other buck -~ indeed some of
these could be scan just outside the Pretoriuskop perimeter fence every mornings
but a whole day was "free" and members of the Congress spent it touring in a fleet
of cars., Most people saw over 20 specieP of large mammals, although birding was
somewhat frustrated by the prohition on getting out of the vehicles. Nonetheless,
a formidable list of larger bird species was compiled, topped by a greater var-
iety of large raptors than I have seen anywhere else in Africa. A% places, Hel-
meted Guinea~fowl and Red-billed, Yellow-billed and Ground Hornbills were so tame

and numerous {feeding strictly prohibitedl) that they became a positive obstruction
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to the froe flow of traffic, an added variety was providod I'Jy vordant rivers,
with picnic enclosures - ah, a leg~sitretch at last ~ on their banks,

The managenment of this regerve , for animals, the landscape, and visitors
alike, is adwivable, . .

CUCKQO CALLS

R.B.Sharland,

On comparing the descriptions of the calle of African cuckoos I find that
thero are several dlscropancics hetween tho vorious suthorities, Tt io ALrficuli
. to tell whothor theso are ddfforant intorprotations or whollor cuckoon do havoe
different calls at different séasons and in Aifforont placon,

-Afriéan Cuckoo Cuculug canoruss This birds call io oimplo and doom hot moon to
varys Willdame (1963) descripllon "Koo~Kuk" £itw tho bird very woll,
Red~chested Cuckoo Cuculus molitoriug: Bomemion (193%) hao two dosoriplions of

L 1]

the call. The firgt (Chapin's) "~three notos ublored in a dosconding noalo quickly

repeatod - is the only call I have heard in Nigorda." Thig call can ofton bo hoar
at night in Jos and apparontly also in southorn Nigoria ag montionocd by Bulton
(1967), Bamnerman alsd quotes Fricdmannts depeription of anothor call in South
Africa which is similar but with a breath in botweon cach note. '

Button also identified throc other notom - (1i) An ccotntic MHyootwHwoots
Hweet," from 12 to 20 notes rising in pitch and intonasity to a crescendo and .
declining gradually followed by the sequonco "hwitchew, hvwitchow, hwitchow',
T™his call musgt be very similar @o the call I havéd heard frow Black Cuckoos in
Kano but without the sequence "hwitchow" at the ond, (114) 2oud single note
"Kweer", (iv) a decp mellow trilling. '

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus Here there i mome disagrecnont,

© Williamas Konya Three noton desconding,
Roberts (1940) S.Africa Two notes, '
Banmerman W.Africa -~ Two or three notes,
Button Nigoria Three or four notes riaing, .

Black Cuckoos are fairly common around Kano TFrom May to Augusts In ny
experience the call consists of throc notes but the sccond is ooftor and at times
is hard to hear, The third note ism slightly drawn out and is always a tone higher
than the first note,

This July and August (1969) I heard hoth male and femalo Black Cuckoos
making another call - a hardh bubbling "hwoot - hwoot! rioing and depconding,

cLasting for abeut 5 goconds,

Great Spotted Cuclkoo. QaQulug plandariue: Doscriptions of this hird's onll are.
rathor indotorminate, Witherby ot al 1941) voys that tho spring eall lo a very

ragping "Kioou, Kicou" and a vory short harsh "earle caxkM, T have hoard both
“thege calls in Kano in May.
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