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THE NEST AND EGGS. OF THE MCHO OR
ORTOLE; BABBLFR Hypergerus atriceps.

'J.' R.’ Lang

Bannexman (1953) says of the Moho H;wer{;erus atmce;_p__ e "Of its nesting
hebits we know practically nothing, At Badagry..,.o peir vere seen on £hd - ot
ober entering and loaving an emphy nest suspended below.a. pa.lm Leaf, Th:reb oges
were found in a nest. in Portuguese Guinea. on 16th July, but. the f:mder left no
accourit of the egge, which still remain o be doscribed,! Accord::,np' t0 MY'eCudsOs
Harrison, of thé British Musoum Bird Room (pers com., Sept.'69) the egg has still
to be deceribed,

. Half a mile to. the mouth-cast of Vom Chmst:.a.n Hospltal is a smalle copss
of trees with dense wndergrowth bordering a small perennial. stream. Both Mohos
and Yellow-throated Leafloves Pyrriurus flavicollis have boen seen regularly in
thig "kurimi" during the past five yoard, e

On, 25th June 1969, & Moho was, soen carrying neating material into Jche .
copse, but no nest was seen, A week later two nosts were found inside tho. cope,
which latier both prooved to belong to Mohos. One of thepo (6 feet off the: ground)
peemed old and was ompty. The other, which was too high for close inspection (12
feet off tho ground), appeared to be newly constructed.

On 26th August, nine weelts after first seeing the birds bulldz.ng, I de~
cided to nock down the higher nest to inspect its constmct:t.on, and was shocked
to £ind two newly hatched, unfenthered, young in it. Although I hitched the nest
up again it was blown away, and anothsr-was being built on the end of exactly the
same tendril when I vieited on 4th September, By 13th September this nest was
alwost complete, and I saw a Moho at the nest adding further nesting materisl
(this being the first time T had positively identified 1t as the nest of a Moho),
AlBo on 4th September, I noticed that the "old" nest, low down on the other side
of the stream, had heen remnovated, with some new material to strengthen it in
places and a new "porch" added to the entrance, By 12th September-there were two
warn eggs inthis’ ‘hedt, On 16th September a Moho was s@en to enter the nest, but
1eft again quickly (they are very shy, furtive birds indeed and only cane’ to the
nest thig once during a watch of one hovr) One egg was talken and gent o the.
British Museim, but 4% broke in transit, The other was left in the nest, and.
hatched some¢time after 23rd September and before 2nd October when the nestling
was quite well developed downy feathers,” and must have been at least 6 days old,
By the Tth October the young bird had left the nest. Since this sort of nest .
does not survive from one year to the:next, and since it was already "old" in
early July, and was clearly renovated for the September brood, this would seen
to be strong evidence for two broods in the same ncast in the same season. '

The follow:mg data. has been COIﬂpllOd from obsewa:tlons made on ’chese ﬁhree
negtaie . :

Breeding Seagont (May) June = October- ovidence OF double-brood:.ng. |

Nogbs ALL throé wero of cesentinlly the ssme construction - a woven nest w:.’ch a
sido entrance and "porch" suspended from a hang:.ng tendril or smell end-tmg
overhanging the stream. The nest measures about 15" high, and is 8" in diameter
“at ite wideats the top three inches i the woven atbachment to the pupporting
structure, and this merges into tho roqf of the nem; chamber, tho clmmber itself
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being about 6" deep; below the chamber dangles an ux.ltidy mass of ragged ends of

grase, The side entrance is 2" in diametor and is situated near the top of the

nest chamber; it has a slightly overhanging "porch", The first nest was mads

entirely of fairly broad- stripy of dry grass - green grass whrich had heen

swept down-streafn and boen -caught in wndergrowth at high vater lovel, and had

subsequently dried outs Tho second, low nest, had in addition to the graps, a

few pieced of dried plant woven into .ty The nests werc linod with finer grase

"flotaam®y T RO S

Clutch Siget two (cufs Bennerman's quoted riest with 3).

Bgg: The one taken mensured 23mm, x 15,5mm. They both had a pale bluo ground,

with reddy-brown spols and blotches fairly densoly at the bago, and seattored

lightly over the rost of the cgge S ant

Incubation Poriod: 'ca. 14'days ? o |

Nogtling Poriods - cas 12 days ? ' This assunes that laying was complete by
-7 10/1¥#th Scptember, and hatehing occured by 28th September, and that the fledgling

- "left the nest on 6/7th October, o |

| -Obviously thers is a lot more to bo loarnt of the breeding habite of

..this species; it is a pity that it breeds at the height. of'the raing, in wot -
. Dlaces, and that it is so shy., It soems odd that, with its Loud call and skl
 king bohaviour, anyone showld wint to clase the Moho as o waybler rathor than

a babbler (C.J.0.Harrison, perascomu, ), | |
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. THERING'S INDEX_ORNTTHOLOGORUM, .- .
i extms.ﬁ.‘.fyﬁf?;..@;l,_ﬁtﬁx:.,.-'E}@..Q.@..il[.‘?..‘lm_ by.the edifor,” - . i

- The editor of the Intermational Ornitologloal Bﬁfiéﬁin‘-’ti‘ﬁﬁl.ﬁmt} Proposed
to publish an Index Ornithologorum. cnbracing tho profossional and amateur orn-
.o dthologists of tho World, = .. = o7 BRIV A
All cntries should Be in English and should bg accompanied by ono Ifiter-
. national Postal Reply Coupon for further corvespondence, Closing date for all’
v entries is June 130, 1970, but earlier arrival of entrics would ‘be approcieted,
.. Do not dolay = gend your entry bo~day. - P o
e The address ist The Editor, THE RING, Laboratory ‘of Ornithology, Sien-:
= kiewiesza 21, Wroclaw, Poland. e R :
Coowh An entry dn english ehould contain the tollowing infomations .
.1+ Surname . 2i Christian nahosdn fuwll,
-+ 3o Year of Birth (optional) 4, Pitle o o
.« 5 Positions held ‘(including edd torships, nemberelilps, oto.)

.
it

' -6y Principal interest in ornithology, . . ., S
- Ty Addreas . S 8. Authors of ornithologleal publications
9 Do you intond o purchase - &ro requented to quote the mest dmport-.
« & copy of tho INDEE 1if ‘ro- . ant of thom, " , .o
asonably priced, o - 10+ Ono I.P.R, cowpon-ig enclogod yeﬂ/no,





