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Wood Sandpipor " Dringa glaveola J.P.G,
Redshank | - Dringa totanus J.H,
Nigor Morning Dove ' ' Streptopelin deciplens . J.P.a,
Groy Plontain-oater Crinifer pigeator G.pP.
Lounst Doo~catoer Merops pusilliug G.P.
Groy Hornbill, - Mockus par 7.P.G,
Yollow-thronted LongClew ' Macrdﬁ§$a%§£g%ua G.P,
Blacl-crowmed Tchagra - Zchagra senegala : G.P,
Red-shoulderod Cuckoo-Shirike Camgephaézrihoeﬁicea &P,
Gordon Varbleor N Bylvia Dorim J.1,
Wood Warblor | - Phylloscopus sibilatrizx = J.H.
Ycllow«browed Camnroptorn Coamaroplorn superellinris =~ J.D.G.
Buffwthroated Sunbiyrd Moobarinia adolberti B I ¢
Reforencon |

Bﬂnnarmnn, D,A,(195%) Birde of Weat and Bguatorial Africa. Londoh;_-
o - Olivor & Boyd. . o - g
Hoigham, J.P, (1969) Birds obsorved on Vietorie Island, B.N.0.S.
_ 6 (24): 109119, - |
Scundey, - ( 1956-—5“7,) A List of the Birds of Lagos, Nig, Fold 21 & 22
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(1) Sbkotd‘waﬁ'&-Ehiﬁggnq |

B I & Muhdyf&fﬂﬁw;”cook .

o+ . Sokoto, in the N,W. corer of Nigerin, is ot the confluence of

-2 rivers; thope with' the new large artlficial Take ot Wirno, 2, or ' othor
Jakes fo'tho north, and arsmall ono” 60\miles to the mouth (Lake Natu)
provide o well-wotered aroa inan othorwise genernlly arid province,

‘Quite probably, this part. of Wigeria is'an imfortant “gatoway" for
Paloarctic migranty, beins one of thireo much in the north, To date

(July) we have seen 46 specics of migrants during the northern vinter,
“which alhont exuctly codneides with the dry season - beginning of Octobar
o ond of Moy, This number is ore-fifth of the total number :of ‘Specioes
thut we have soen around Sokoto (i,e, within 25 miles ofjthe-town), in
18m0nth[:’, o L , . . ' - ror o . j e .
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) If we include the recently publisied lists of the birds of Sokoto
especially that of Dobbs{(19593;-then.of a total of 272 species, seen
at loast once within 25 miles of Sokoto town, no fewer than 71 species
are Palearctic mlgrants, Por the province as a whole, exactl one~quarter
of the recorded number of 306 birds are migrants (76 species). It would
be interesting to get comparative lists of the migrants entering Nigeria
through the 3 main tganteways" (i.e. Sokoto, Nguru and L, Ch@d). )

Ve did at first set ‘cut to survey the bird variety nround Sokoto,
‘this completely occupying us for 1970, During this year, however, our
efforts have been dirgeted towards a number of the more common and -

_ gpesident'birds"‘éﬂdjrépQ?t:ﬁéxﬂfthé'first'rgéuits of these studies,

;Gféy‘Peliqan‘EéiécahﬂéfrufeSGéns;a

. This hird, as first noted by Serle (1943), atill nests within the

town, In 2 seasons, we have seen neither the Wood Ibis Ibig ibis nor
.. . the Marahou Lepboptilus crumeniferus nesting here, as both used-to do,

even Veryireoently, A R v T D

' The pelicans first nested in baobabs (69/70) then changed site and
nested in a silk cotton (70/71). They arrive during August and leave
during March, By the time they leave, their numbers have growm to about
60 from about half that number of adults, However, when they go out
fishing they do so in small groups, and only on one occasion did ve see
ag many as 33 together (October),_We have seen pelicans, presumably from
Sockoto, at lake Wurno (20 milos avay) and they have been seen at lake
Wotu (60 miles away), .

We hope, in the coming season, to do accurate work on their
breeding succeas and to find out what fish species they eat -~ 1,6,
whether they fish selcotively or randomly,

Hooded Vuliure Neophron monachus s

Sokoto is the centre of an area of high population and intensive
cultivation, Hence there are large numbers of vul tures, and apart from
three sight records by Dobbs (Op,‘cit;)'in the 19508 of Ruppell's
griffon Gyps ruppellii, and one "doub$ful" record by Fry (1964) of a
White-backed Gyps bengalensis, then the Hooded Vulture is the only one
in 'and around Sokoto. ‘ o ’ S e

"By meens of weekly visits, we closely. obsgrved 27 nests, simmly
noting the presence, absence, and weight of {he nestling, In theue 27,
10 have fledged, another fell.out of the tree during & storm and was.
probably stoned to dcath by’ the local boys, and one is 8till in, the
nest and will probebly fledge:in one or two weeks ~i.e, about July 20th.

i 1. Ag one mest was-used thwice and failed twice, then we can say that
... 28 attempts produced 11 fledgelings™~ "at spparent success of 40%. A
greater proportion of eggs failed than chicks failed,, even though

- adults seem to broed also at night (so possibly the colder harmatbaen
nights are not a causative factor), o R
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| The average welght of newly hatched chicks i3 80 grams, and weight
rises to botween 1,200 and 1,700 grans at Fledging, After 15 days from
hatching, growth rates increasingly diverge ~ but within that period,
knowing the weight of a chick we can egtimate its age to + one day, =
Although the chicks may return £o-the nest several days or even weeks
aftor flodging, one. bird fledged at an agée of. 98 days, - = -

_ We'hope next sedson. to fake s much larger nest sample, t¢”expériment
with_dnegg'glutches and to hand-rear a neatling to note its food intake
and prowth rate, I AT

) . Bt . 3
Pied Crow/GreaﬁiSpqt#gd‘Cuckoo;Corvua aibuajglamqﬁoiVﬁlandarius .

Intrlgued by Sexle's (opeit) observation of 5 cuckolded erows!
noats out of 6 in Sokoto, dnd Bannerman's (1953) reiteration of that, we
surveyed crows' nests, They are very much mére difficult to find, than .
vulbtures' nonts, and evon using n reward systen, wo Located only 28 nests,

~off which wo woro able to remch 2%, Cuckoos laid in 5 nests, and we found
Ao toted of 2 chicks and 7 epgs, or '

- Unfoptunntely, this year there has boeen a tremendows fortality, so
far 1% clutchom-dis&pﬁeupinnﬂontirely including 2 cuckoo chicks and 3
ofen, “The roagons for this may' be nany - late rains, precoded byfbulning
oun, dur own activitiesm predation by Black Xites milvus migrans snd penot
cats, Genoltn Sp., local medicine men ote, - ' R

A clutch of 5 egps is the comionest, but we have only one nesb
containing 5 chioks, and in tho other nests: ! or 2 chickeg dlways. quickly

1l

died, Henco there is no need for: the cuckoos to be aggressive in any way,
Among tho cuckoldod clutches, 4 contained 2 cuckoéo oges. or chicks, ‘and
the 5th contained 1 egr, The crows: lay eges dally, and do so in the
mornings, Incubation staris immediately, The cuckoo in 2 instances that
‘Wo observed, laid on alternate daye (supposing it to be the same ‘cutkoo).
In one case ve actually saw 2 cuckoos fluttering around a negt, and one
of them sat in it fleetingly for 1-2 seconds - 'did it lay its egg. then?
The crows pnld no atiention to the cuckoos, " S

| We have found, thercfore, that 52% 6f our small crow samplo was
cuckolded, Thig is nearly double that recorded in §. Africa (Payne and

Payne, 1967) ~ 1%% thero, -

We have recorded thé.Eegging calls of both crow_apd-ohckoq éhiqks,

and therc is a-distinet difference between them, - I

Ant Chat HMyrmgcosichla aethiops S N

- The Ant Chat is a fairly common rosident around Sokoto, frequenting
the laterite quurries ospeclally, In two areas - at Kalambaina, 7 miles
from Sokoto, and at Sifawe 20 miles away - there are populations of about
twenty oach, and dxtonsive serles of their bumels, which way extend to
8 £t, into the onrth, |
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Ve kept & very olose watch.on7theirﬂaqtiﬁifies;;ahd:nothing_seemed
fo, occur until‘the rains begen heavily ~ from June 25th or :gso, Local
people said that $hese birds ‘start nesting with the faing, .and this ig
1rue, as to date’ (July 13th) we have found nine nests, and only one of
these with (3) chicke, In two others which we dug out, there were clutches
- of.4.and 3 - egg sizes 23 x 18, 234 x 18, 224 x 17, 23 x 17, 26.% 18,
",23%.x 18, and«25 x 18 the eggs being pume‘white.and'élightlylgloased.

- A8 we hope 'to record and photograph the development throughout in
individuel nests, we dig down %o the nest, put an artificial roof on the
tunnel and cover it with earth agein, At first we used wood for the. voof,
but_termitQS“immediateIY‘a%tacked;vandjfqrthé%’xﬁiﬁ'washpﬁ?iﬁfsbilgﬂo as
~bo completely fill in the.funtel, Now we are using .corrugated dsbhestos,

| ‘In'a second twnne: . ;ﬁhﬁﬁ”naﬁ%;?wé'fbﬁndﬁa*SJf%,ﬁhléck
- cobra.(Naja nipricollik possibly) (ﬁt’3ifaﬂﬂ)§'ﬁﬁd;W@ﬂ§$P@C$’Sﬁ@¥¢${ﬁ0 be

' “the main cause of any mortality, - | . A

wanel ¢logo to one W

Various Weavers

Ve are watching'a Village Weaver Ploceus cueullatug colony in & palm
. .owemp that is vigorously preyed upon by a pair of Harrier Hawks Polyboroides
fediatus, which may also be nesting. We are hoping to determine the effect
~.0f predation, and its amount, on the breeding oycle of this colony to togt
Elgdod'S:(1963),synchrony hypothesis. We also have a small colony of
Heuglin's Magked Weaver P, heuglini, and we hope to make comparative
. observations of the two solitary nesters, the Slender-Billed Woaver P,

luteolus and the Vitelline Masked Weaver P, vitellinug,

In 1970, the Village Weavers nested during August and Soptember
and we labelled 54 nests, We were, unable to follow through at that time,
but within the observation period: of two weeks only, 25 nests were lost

or became empty ~.& Vvery high mortality, Most of this was clearly caused

by the Harrier Hawks,;'judging by the- torn nests, .
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