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THE SUCCESSIVE USE OF THR SAME NEST BY THRE LAUGHING DOVE

- Streptopelia genogalensis AND 78 SURSEQUENT USE BY THE
KURR ICHATIE THRUSH Turdus libonyanus ' I

In early May 1971 a pair of doves built a nest in the fork of a
m ango tree which was in the compound of my house at Legom, Ghana. The
height of the nest was 5m, In the period May 1971 %o February 1972 the
nest was used for fiwe clutches, presumably consecutilve onos of t he same
pair, The first three werc successful and young left the neat, but the
other clutches both diseppenred, During this period material was
continually added -to-the nest -go that by Pebruary 1972 it had quito a
g0lid base. A second nest wae conetructed in tho samo tree in late
Pebruary ‘at a height of 5.5 m,and the subsequent clutch again disappeared,
The first nest wag thon used again in April 1972, I have no colour’
ringing evidence that the same birds were lnvolved :din botlh of theso- -
clutches but it is highly probable that they wore the mame ond were
those involved with the natt in 1971, Tho xeason for helleving this
is ‘that the compound is small and appesrs oply to mupport two doves,
A further nest oppeared in a fleme tree some 10 m, Crom tho mango tree
in Moy 1972 and had a clutch of 2 ogge on 13th May and it was apparent
that the doves had abandoned the mango trec, Thim was confliymed by o
change of ownorship of the nest sito in late Moy 1972, A Kurrichaine
Thrush used tho old dove's nest as tho base for iis neel und a clutch
of 3 eggs wag completod by 18t Juno 1972, fThe dates of complelion of
the various clutches md thelr success or fnllure arce listed in the
Tgble, From late Doconbor-197% the presence-of pluying childron
frequently disturbed the incubating bird and it im likely that the
resulting exposure of tho oggs nado predation casier., In tho April
1972 clwtch the predator was tho Gladiator Shrike Malaconutum

blanchotd, -

Tgble 1 - Date oOf clutchos of the Laughini Dove
o at Liepon and details of -their successos

Whother Whethor. young left

Nest No, Date of completion Clutch nost, Number of

. cged .
oflclutch -. sizg hatched ilodgl?ngﬁ in
. : L ; rackets
1 Barly May 1971 2 yos yes (2
Mid July 1971% 2 ves yes (2
Barly Sept, 1971+ 2 yas yos (2
26 Decenber 1971 T2 1o -
18 February 1972 2 pXs) -
2 6 March 1972 2 no -
L 8 April 1972 2 no - -

# Date obtained by F.Walgh
4+ Data deduced from age of nestlings

L.G,Grimes





